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4 Lebanese, Israeli wounded in LAanon 

SIDON (AFP) ■ — An Israeli soldier and four Lebanese civilians 
were wounded in fighting between guerrillas and Israeli forces in 
Sooth Lebanon on Wednesday, officials said. Israeli military 
officials said a soldier was wounded in an exchange of fire with 
guerrillas near the village of Qunin in Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone** in South Lebanon. The Democratic and Popular 
fronts for the Liberation of Palestine (DFLP and PFLP) said their 
goeoillas ambushed an Israeli patrol, setting a Mcrkava tank 
ablaze and killing or wounding sue infantrymen. One woman and 
three other Lebanese dvOians were wounded when Israeli forces 
and their allied South Lebanon Army (SLA) militiamen fired back 
at the village of Kfar Tibnit near the zone, police said. Security 
officials in Lebanon said Israeli and SLA forces were crying to 
trade down the guerrillas. One official said die guerrillas had fired 
about 11 Katyusha rockets around Qunin and there was heavy 
retaliatory shelling from Israeli positions. Israeli gunners pounded 
the villages of Hadatha, Aha A! Jabal, Tibnin and the outskirts of 
Qunin after the attack- 
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Ex-senator dies 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Ahmad Ai Lawzi on 
Wednesday announced the 
death of former Senator 
Sheikh Nayef Haditha Al 
Khreisheh. The deceased was 
a known leader of the Central 
Jordan Bedouin tribes. The 
late Sheikh Nayef, brother of 
Minister of State Jamal 
Khreisheh, served as senator 
in 1986 and 1987. Sheikh 
Nayef, who was 70, is sur- 
vived by a wife and five chil- 
dren. 

Bomb injures two 
Israeli soldiers 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Two 
Israeli soldiers sustained 
minor injuries when a bomb 
went off near an army check- 
point in the smith of the 
autonomous Gaza Strip early 
Wednesday, military sources 
said. The two soldiers were 
hit by shrapnel and taken to 
hospital in Israel. Hie device 
had been planted near an 
army checkpoint during the 
ni g ht near die Kiamfim Ham 
on the border between the 
Gaza Strip and Israel. 

‘Iran sought 
contacts with 
Israel’ 

TEL AVIV -(AFP) — A 
senior Iranian diplomat has 
tried to establish contact with 
an Israeli university professor 
in the United States, military 
radio reported Tuesday. Pro- 
fessor Amatzia Baram told 
the radio an aide from the 
unnamed diplomat called at 
his home in Washington last 
year. The aide proposed a 
^secret hotel meeting Mr. 
Amatzia, a specialist on Iraq. 
The diplomat would fly to 
Washington by private jet 
from New York to discuss ! 
relations between Tehran 
and Tei Aviv, Baram said. 
He informed Israel of the 
approach and was told to go j 
ahead,, but the meeting never | 
came off following die July 18 
bombing of a Jewish associa- 
tion in Buenos Aires, which 
left 95 people dead. Israel 
blamed Iran. 


King calls for urgent 
action to end chaos 
on Jordan’s roads 

Government, police force and public have 
distinct roles in addressing the problem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Wednesday called on the 
government and the Public 
Security Department (PSD) 
to take immediate measures 
to end the carnage on the 
roads of the Kingdom result- 
ing from accidents. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
the PSD director general, 
Lieutenant-General Abdul 
Rahman Adwan, and his 
senior assistants in the pre- 
sence of Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker, the King 
said traffic problems and 


on them and withstand cli- 
mactic conditions in winter 
time. He said the government 
would deal with this issue. 

King Hussein also noted 
that motorists commit serious 
violations of traffic rules, 
causing a waste of human and 
material resources. 

He said that the way to end 
the carnage is to- abide by 
traffic regulations, noting 
that education on traffic 
should start at a young age. 

King Hussein emphasised 
die role of the drivers train- 
ing centres in preparing driv- 



safety on the roads warranted . ers to become a generation of 
urgent action. law abiding ana responsible 

This task requires coopera- people, 
tion on the part of the pniblic He stressed that the police 
and the PSD alike, said the force should be provided with 
King. proper training to carry out 

Amy faults or imbalances in their mission of testing driv- 
the existing legislation should ers and issuing them driving 
be addressed drastically, but licences, 
the Jordanian citizens also The King also stressed the 
have a duty to help ensure need for the PSD to give due 
safety on the roads by abiding attention to tbe tourist police 
by the laws and by having force to meet the require- 
their vehicles in good order, ments of tbe coming stage 
the King added. .which is expected to witness a 

King Hussein noted that boom in tourism, 
some of the highways were in This force, he added, 

need of repair so that they ' should be ready to ensure the 
can absorb the heavy traffic safety of the visitors of Jor- 


dan in a manner that would 
preserve the country’s excel- 
lent security image. 

Interior Minister Salameh 

Hammad was also present at His Majesty King Hussein on Wednesday and Public Security Department (PSD) 
the PSD meeting. chairs a meeting at the police headquarters Lieutenant-General Abdul Rahman Al ; 

In a meeting with journal- attended by Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben (PSD photo) 
ists on Dec. 26, King Hussein Shaker, Interim- Minister Salameh Hammart 

pledged to make tackling . 

traffic problems in the King- 

ties at the impending ^prog- First House encounter show 

ram me of reorganisation. 

The King said he was 1 • . j • . 

rj^s; cabinet base m Parbament 

to Amman along the desert 

Long^ vehicles wer effacing Pension law endorsed despite fiery debate 

along the road ignoring traf- x J 

misDtod W Mwav W Md twes By Ayman AJ Safadi service personnel who retired mind jmd rewh i 


First House encounter shows 
cabinet base in Parbament 


nc signs, some ot which were 
misplaced anyway and tyres 
littered the highway, the 
King noted. 

“What was amazing,” the 
King said, “was that there 
were so many police patrols 
along the highway,” and no- 
thing was being done about 
the hazardous driving condi- 
tions. 

“This is a priority issue,” 
the King said, adding that he 
was distressed by the number 
of accidents in the country. 


Violence erupts again 
over W.Bank settlement 


Israel wiii not sign Peres says no new settlements: army 

NPT— Peres J 


PARIS (R) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres made dear 
on Wednesday that Israel 
would again refuse to sign tbe 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty when it comes np for 
extension in Geneva in April. 
“Israel has said it has no 
intention of introdudng nuc- 
lear weapons into the Middle 
East... but one must first 
> introduce peace to tbe Mid- 
dle East,” Mr. Peres said 

Dahlan denies 

threatening 

settlers 

GAZA (R) — Palestinian 
& security chief Mohammad 
Dahlan denied on Wednes- 
day he threatened Jewish set- 
tlers aboard a school bus 
during a standoff on a main 
road in Gaza a day earlier. 

' Mr. Dahlan, who heads the 
; Palestinian preventive secur- 
' ity service in Gaza, said he 
blocked the road in front of a 
| school bus and its army escort 
’ after they persistently pre- 
’ vented him and other Arab 
E drivers from passing. 


could pull out in a month, report says 


Morocco to get 

centre-right 

cabinet 


m^ c p RABAT (R) — Morocco’s 
King Hassan on Wednesday 
, -o Lji ended weeks of political un- 
r\ \.' v hji nt v t certainty by turning bis back 
f- - .\frs- f on the opposition parties and 
*■ - snnouncmg plans to name a 

^ new government from the 
. , _ i . '7 - 50 1 parliamentary centre-right 


Ar::c majority. An official state- 

— :r.3- • , .. ment carried bv the Moroc- 




— • 4-<iJi ^ ment carried by tbe Moroc- 
0811 ncws nfScncy MAP gave 
jA ■{ no date for the nomination or 

m & ve any Indication about 
\ , <aid- . who would be named prime 
- , minister. Diplomats believe 
* ” Jho ? Abdul' Latif . Filali will be 




Z. :n4; , r being the constitution of 

v alternative government 

'v“. . *cfl 10 nppo™* instead a gov- 
't ernment represented by the 

present parliamentary major- 
r " ilT c-J^ fllin3l W* l 5 MAP quoted a royal 
•' - ^'v.vinc 1 ^ (nrfr* P^ce statement as saying. 


KUFR-AL-DEEK, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli troops clashed with 
Palestinians on Wednesday 
over new Jewish settlement, 
a thorny issue that has shot to 
the forefront of Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) talks. 

Earlier a PLO leader 
threatened to pull out of the 
peace talks if settlers con- 
tinued to expand their en- 
claves m the occupied West 
Bank. 

In Paris, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres 
pledged that Israel would not 
build any new settlements in 
the West Bank. 

"There will be no more 
settlements. Israel is not 
going to confiscate Land in the 
West Bank to build settle- 
ments,” he said, after a meet- 
ing with his French counter- 
part Alain Juppe. 

“There will be no fun- 
damental investment for new 
settlements in the West 
Bank,” he added. 

The Israeli Haaretz news- 
paper said the Israeli army 
could pull out of Palestinian 
towns on the occupied West 
Bank in less than one month. 

A withdrawal from towns 
like Jenin and Bethlehem 
could take between two 
weeks and one month follow- 
ing the announcement of a 
redeployment which is still 
being negotiated, according 
to a top army document 
quoted by Haaretz. 

Hie time-scale did not app- 
ly to Palestinian towns such 
as Hebron or Nablus where 
Jewish settlers also live. 

Palestinian Minister for In- 
ternational Cooperation Na- 
bil Shaath said Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin win make 
the first detailed proposals 
for an Israeli army redeploy- 
ment on the West Bank when 
he meets PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat next week. 

Mr. Rabin has denied a 
report on Israel Radio that be 
would show Mr. Arafat a 
map of a pull-back from 
Palestinian towns to allow for 


autonomy elections to be 
held. 

But Dr. Shaath told AFP: 
"We are expecting to sec 
maps on the table in this 
coming round of talks. 

“The maps will not be final 
but for discussion. The 
Israelis will present specific 
proposals,” be said. 

"I don't expect that we will 
reach an agreement straight 
away. Until now they have 
not provided any details ab- 
out redeployment," Dr. 
Shaath said. 

The radio said the meeting 
would take place on Jan. 19, 
but no official date has been 
announced. 

No indication was given by 
the radio of the scale or 
timetable for the redeploy- 
ment which was supposed to 
have taken place before July 
13 under the 1993 declaration 
of principles for self-rule. 

“We nave not drawn up 
any map and 1 have not 
approved aiw map,” Mr. 
Rabin said Tuesday. “The 
reports are false. No decision 
has been taken on the issue of 
redeployment.” 

Haaretz said the army 
would leave Bethlehem, 
Jenin and a third unnamed 
town in a staged redeploy- 
ment but would maintain a 
presence in other built-up 
areas where joint patrols 
would be mounted with 
Palestinian police. 

The army would remain in 
control of Hebron, where 
several hundred Jewish set- 
tlers live right in the middle 
of 120,000 Palestinians, the 
daily said. 

Meanwhile, the army 
asked the finance ministry to 
release S32 million for the 
construction of new barracks 
away from Palestinian towns 
on the West Bank. 

Senior army officers said 
the cost of redeploying troops 
on the West Bank would be 
around S200 million, not 
counting the construction of 
new roads to allow settlers to 
avoid Palestinian areas. 

Israeli radio said the costs 


would be discussed by Mr. 
Rabin and Mr. Arafat on 
Jan. 19. 

Witnesses to Wednesday’s 
dashes said a news photo- 
grapher was struck in tbe 
head by a rock, apparently 
thrown by Palestinian protes- 
ters. Israeli soldiers hurled a 
percussion grenade at stone- 
throwing Palestinians during 
the protest. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a 
member of tbe Palestinian 
Authority, told Israel Radio 
Tuesday's expansion of Elka- 
na settlement in the northern 
part of the West Bank was 
pushing the peace process to 
a dead end. 

“I think that this is tbe end 
of the road either all these 
activities should stop and the 
settlers withdraw from the 
occupied and confiscated 
land or the Palestinian au- 
thority will have to take se- 
rious and decisive decisions,” 
be said. 

About 200 Palestinians 
tried to break through an 
army roadblock outside the 
village of Kufr Al Deek to 
reach a new building she near 
the settlement of Alei Zahav, 
witnesses said. 

They said Nathan Harnik, 
a photographer, for the 
Associated Press, was struck 
in the head by a rock, 
apparently thrown by a 
Palestinian protester. He was 
taken to an army infirmary 
for treatment. His condition 
was not immediately known. 

Palestinian witnesses ear- 
lier said soldiers fired shots 
on the demonstrators. Others 
at the site said they only 
heard the explosion of the 
percussion grenade. No 
Palestinians were hurt. 

Dr. Shaath said on Tues- 
day the Palestinians had 
asked U.S. diplomats in 
occupied Jerusalem “to inter- 
vene immediately to stop the , 
settlements” and that Mr. 
Arafat had also contacted the 
U.S. administration directly. 

Washington, Israel’s main 

(Continues on page 7) 


Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The cabinet of 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Wednesday had its first en- 
counter with the Lower 
House of Parliament with the 
outcome confirming that the 
government can count on 
winning a comfortable par- 
liamentary majority in the 
upcoming vote of confidence. 

The focus of the session 
was a controversial draft law 
on pension for military per- 
sonnel which was approved 
as presented by tbe govern- 
ment. There was a lengthy 
and at times heated debate 
over excluding old pensioners 
from the raise, promised last 
month by the government of 
Dr. Abdul Salam Majali to 
newly retired army person- 
nel. 

Tbe piece of legislation was 
finally approved after Sharif 
Zeid said he shared parlia- 
mentarians’ concern for the 
living standards of old pen- 
sioners and that the govern- 
ment can increase their pen- 
sions through regulations. 

The final vote on the draft 
legislation reflected the 
strength of tbe parliamentary 
base of the new government, 
which includes 17 deputies 
and has the support of the 
majority of the members of 
the four blocs they represent. 

The draft law, along with a 
similar legislation for retired 
civil service personnel, allows 
for substantial increases in 
the pensions of army and civil 

Ground 
laid for 
Mideast 
bank 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— Officials from 37 countries 
and organisations met Mon- 
day and Tuesday to discuss 
the establishment of a Middle 
East development bank that 
will support peace efforts in 
the region. 

Tbe Washington meetings 
will be followed by others, 
with a summit scheduled to 
be held in Jordan to wrap up 
the discussions, the State De- 
partment said. 

The talks were held to fol- 
low up on an agreement 
reached at a regional econo- 
mic conference in Casablanca 
in November to study the 
possibility of creating the 
Middle East Bank for Econo- 


service personnel who retired 
after Dec. 1, 1994 but gives 
no such raises to older pen- 
sioners. 

The judicial and financial 
committees of the Lower 
House, which adopted a joint 
recommendation to treat civil 
pensioners and military per- 
sonnel equally, had recom- 
mended to the House that tbe 
draft law be approved as pre- 
sented by tiie government. 

A number of lawmakers 
said the law was drafted to 
improve the living standards 
of retired army personnel in 
implementation of His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
directives. But, they said, the 
majority of the people, 
whose deteriorating living 
conditions prompted the in- 
itiation of the legislation, will 
not benefit from the move 
because old pensioners were 
denied the raise. 

The prime minister said he 
agreed on the need “to do old 
pensioners justice,” adding 
that the government can raise 
their income through regula- 
tions, which he said the gov- 
ernment will issue after stu- 
dies for them are completed. 

Earlier Sharif Zeid told tbe 
House he was looking for 
more solid cooperation with 
the legislative authority, 
saying “consultation and dia- 
logue will” mark the govern- 
ment’s dealing with the 
House. 

"The new era requires the 
cooperation of all and my 
government will have an 


! Talabani wants new Kurdisc elections 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The leader of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) ui^ed a rival Iraqi Kurdish faction Wednesday to accept 
new elections to resolve a bitter conflict in Iraqi Kurdistan. “Dual 
leadership harms and hinders democracy. We think elections 
would settle the issue," Jalal Talabani told the Saudi-owned 
newspaper Al Hayat published in Beirut. The PUK and Masoud 
BarzanTs Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) Sunday agreed on a 
ceasefire to end bloody clashes that erupted on Dec. 24. Estimates 
of the casualties range from 100 to 500 people killed, according to 
Kurdish sources. Tbe ceasefire agreement called for a withdrawal 
of the rival forces to positions they held before the clashes and the 
deployment of Iraqi National Congress opposition coalition forces 
to separate them. The PUK and KDP obtained an equal number 
of votes in elections held in May 1992, and each have seven seats in 
the self-proclaimed Kurdish government based in the city of Erbil. 
Mr. Talabani accused Baghdad and Tutkey of supporting his rival. 
He said Ankara was supplying money and weapons to the KDP 
and voiced fears that Baghdad would openly intervene 
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Kabariti is 
due in Cairo, 
talks to focus 
on Jerusalem 

By Caroline Farraj 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Foreign Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti 
heads to Cairo today for talks 
with his Egyptian counterpart 
Amr Musa on bilateral rela- 
tions and the status of Jeru- 
salem ahead of a meeting of 
an Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) committee 
on the Holy City. 

Nayef Qadi, Jordan's 
ambassador to Egypt, told 

. „ _ .. _ 1 _™.. . _ the Jordan Times and AI Ra'i 

and Pnbhc Security Departmoit (PSD i Chief in a telephone inte rvi e w on 

Lieutenant-General Abdul Rahman Al Adwan Wednesday that Mr. Kabar- 
(PSD photo) iri’s visit to Cairo was in 

response to an invitation ex- 

tended by Mr. Musa. 

-- Mr. Qadi said that in addi- 

P|« o n tion to bilateral relations and 

d 3 ABO TY 3 Arab and Muslim issues, Mr. 

Kabariri’s talks would specifi- 
_ ^ A. cally focus on the issue of 

3 |A| I" Jerusalem and the Islamic 

^ shrines in the Holy City. 

“It is clear that Egypt has a 
new approach to the issue of 
J-C-iy CICUCllC Jerusalem and we hope to 

learn more about it in (Thurs- 
open mind and reach out to day’s) meeting,” Mr. Qadi 
all ... so that everyone can raid, 
contribute to building the The Jerusalem Committee 
country and protecting its sta- of the OIC is scheduled to 

bility,” said Sharif Zeid, meet in the Moroccan moun- 
stressing Ms government's tain resort of Ifrane on Jan. 
commitment to democracy 16 and 17 at the level of 
and pluralism. foreign ministers of the mem- 

Commitment to democracy ber countries of the panel, 
and pluralism was also ex- which is chaired by King Has- 

pressed by House Speaker ran II of Morocco. 

Sa’d Hayel Srour, who said The committee was estab- 
he looked forward to seeing lished in Jeddah in 1975. 
enhanced cooperation be- The committee met during 
tween the government and the OIC summit in Casablan- 
tbe House. ca. Morocco, in December, 

But not all deputies were when Egypt was admitted as 

that positive in receiving the a new member. Iraq, the 

new government, whidi is Palestine Liberation Orga- 

expected to win up to 56 nisation (PLO) and Jordan 

votes of confidence from the are also members. 

House when it seeks its confi- Hie debate over Jerusalem 

denoe, expectedly next week, caused friction between the 
In addition to the Islamic PLO and Jordan during the 
Action Front and leftist de- summit, 
puties who oppose the gov- Jordan wanted the final 
emmeht for ideological and resolution to take note of its 

other reasons, voices of dis- role as guardian of the Isla- 

sent emerged in the House mic holy sites in Jerusalem, 

yesterday by deputies who The PLO, supported by some 

feel that they or their consti- of the influential Arab coun- 

tuenries were unjustly kept tries, rejected the Jordanian 

out of the cabinet. language and included a re- 

The first to express such an ference to Saudi Arabia, 
attitude was Deputy Ahmad The summit adopted a re- 
A1 Qudab (Ajloun), who said solution which stressed that 

people in his govemorate Jerusalem was an integral 

were surprised that they were part of Palestinian territories 

left out of the government occupied by Israel in 1967 

“as if they do no exist on the and declared it capital of a 

map of the Kingdom.’’ future Palestinian state. 

In a speech mar ked by Jordan said_jt had no prob- 
obvious frustration "aSRT afi-* ~lems"wi£h the resolution but 
ger, he said people from had objections to specific re- 
Ajloun were denied the ' ference to Saudi Arabia with- 
out any reference to Jordan's 
(Continued on page 7) role. 


open mind and reach out to 
all ... so that everyone can 
contribute to building the 
country and protecting its sta- 
bility,” said Sharif Zeid, 
stressing Ms government's 
commitment to democracy 
and pluralism. 

Commitment to democracy 
and pluralism was also ex- 
pressed by House Speaker 
Sa'd Hayel Srour, wbo said 
he looked forward to seeing 
enhanced cooperation be- 
tween the government and 
the House. 

But not all deputies were 
that positive in receiving the 
new government, which is 
expected to win up to 56 
votes of confidence from the 
House when it seeks its confi- 
dence, expectedly next week. 

In addition to the Islamic 
Action Front and leftist de- 
puties who oppose the gov- 
ernment for ideological and 
other reasons, voices of dis- 
sent emerged in the House 
yesterday by deputies who 
feel that they or their consti- 
tuencies were unjustly kept 
out of the cabinet. 

The first to express such an 
attitude was Deputy Ahmad 
Al Qudab (Ajloun), who said 
people in his govemorate 
were surprised that they were 
left out of the government 
“as if they do no exist on the 
map of the Kingdom." 


Russians attack Grozny 
palace; Dudayev urges truce 


- t GROZNY (Agencies) — 

o JiF- Russian forces launched new 

1/U.IXJa attacks on the presidential 

palace in the battered 
WASHINGTON (Agencies) Chechen capital Grozny on 
— Officials from 37 countries Wednesday while warplanes 
and organisations met Mon- screamed overhead, sending 
day and Tuesday to discuss residents scattering in panic, 
the establisMnent of a Middle As the fighting intensified. 
East development bank that Chechen President Dzhokhar 
will support peace efforts in Dudayev called for an end to 
the region. the violence and indicated he 

Tbe Washington meetings was willing to enter negotia- 
will be followed by others, tions with Moscow, 
with a summit scheduled to Holding a hastily arranged 
be held in Jordan to wrap up press conference in his first 
the discussions, the State De- public appearance in nearly 
partment said. two weeks, Mr. Dudayev 

The talks were held to fol- acknowledged that Chechen 
low up on an agreement independence forces could 
reached at a regional econo- not hold out against the vast- 
mic conference m Casablanca ly superior firepower of the 
in November to study the Russian military, 

possibility of creating the “Of course we cannot phy- 
Middle East Bank for Econo- si cally resist against a power 
mic Cooperation and De- like Russia," he told repor- 


velopment. 

Israel sent a delegate to the 
meetings, as did most Arab 
states except Syria, Libya and 
Lebanon, wbich also boycot- 
ted tbe Casablanca confer- 
ence. 

The United States, Cana- 
da, Japan and the European 
Union also sent representa- 
tives. 

(Continued on page 7) 


ters at a transformed con- 
valescent home about five 
kilometres outside Grozny. 

Asked if he was willing to 
negotiate with Russia over 
his government's 1991 dec- 
laration of independence for 
Chechenya, Mr. Dudayev 
said: “When the house is 
burning, you have to put the 
fire out. Then we can see 
what's left and what must be 
rebuilt." 


He added that the notion 
of independence was “rela- 
tive,” but did not spell out 
any terms for talks with Mos- 
cow. 

“We could resolve this 
conflict in a day, even an 
hour," he said, adding that 
Russians and Chechens “are 
both losers” in the war laun- 
ched when Russia sent troops 
in to put down the Chechen 
independence drive on Dec. 
11. 

But Mr. Dudayev, wearing 
a military uniform and a be- 
ret and surrounded by body- 
guards armed with Kalash- 
nikov automatic rifles, de- 
fiantly warned Moscow that 
while "Russia has interests in 
the Caucausus, it cannot 
ignore our right to life... 
Even if they tear down the 
Caucasus mountains, no one 
can take away the soul of the 
Chechen people." 

Mr. Dudayev's last appear- 
ance was a television address 
made about two weeks ago, 
before Russian forces laun- 
ched their assault on the 
Chechen capital. 

He had not been seen in 
public for the past two weeks, 
raising speculation that he 
had left the capital or even 
been killed or wounded. 

Russian President Boris 


Yeltsin said last week that 
Moscow was willing to 
negotiate an end to the con- 
flict, but only on the basis of 
Chechenya remaining a pan 
of the Russian federation. 

In Moscow, Russian de- 
puties met in emergency ses- 
sion but shied away from 
moves to halt the army cam- 
paign. 

In Brussels, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) ambassadors reg- 
istered continuing interna- 
tional concern 'over the 
Chechen crisis, calling for the 
earliest possible end to the 
violence via a negotiated set- 
tlement. 

The ambassadors appealed 
to Moscow to use the Orga- 
nisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) to held end the war 
and urged respect for a newly 
agree OSCE code of conduct 
requiring states to avoid dis- 
proportionate use of force 
against their own people 
when restoring order. 

A 48-hour ceasefire, de- 
clared by Russia but violated 
from the start by both sides, 
was due formally to expire at 
8 a.m. (0500 GMT) on Thurs- 
day with little sign that the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Little hope amid 
Algeria’s bloodshed 


Yemeni, Saudi leaders 

discuss border incident 


Aid agencies serve notice 
to Somali kidnappers 


By John Baggaley 
Reuter 


NICOSIA — As sun set on 
an Algiers hillside over- 
looking the Mediterranean 
three years ago on Wednes- 
day. Algeria’s president sat 
before television cameras in 
his palace as a silent coup 
was played out. 

Cfaadli Benjedid told the 
nation he had quit. 

The simple act plunged 
Algeria into a whirlpool of 
bloodshed — a conflict be- 
tween uneleeted army- 
backed authorities and de- 
termined Islamists thwarted 
of electoral victory. 

Today, after an estimated 
death toll of 30,000. diplo- 
mats and commentators see 
only a slim hope of averting 
more deaths and a total civil 
war in the nation of 26 
million people. 

"Only a miracle will save 
Algeria from descending 
into civil war in 1995." says 
a forecast by the London- 
based Control Risks In- 
formation Services which 
monitors the North African 
country. 

The forecast was made 
before Tuesday's 
announcement that opposi- 
tion politicians, including a 
representative of Algeria's 
powerful but outlawed Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS) 
were to announce a peace 
plan in the next few days. 

But diplomats, speaking 
after the government de- 
nounced the politicians' 
talks in Rome, saw little 
immediate hope of a break- 
through from the meeting. 
The presidency had already 
condemned it and those 
taking part. 

Algeria, a potentially rich 
country with gas and oil 


exports earning around $9 
billion a year, has been 


billion a year, has been 
crippled by foreign debt, 
mismanagement and cor- 
ruption that have pushed 
more than half its people 
below the poverty line. 

On Tuesday, following a 
long line of price hikes 
which have brought more 
Bespair, the authorities in- 
creased milk prices. 

It was desperation for 


change that fuelled the 
Islamist movement and 
swept the FIS in the first 
round of elections on Boxing 
Day 1991 to within 28 seats 
of controlling parliament. 

Diplomats said Mr. 
Chadli was ousted in a coup 
d'etat, inspired by army and 
senior officials angered by 
his apparent willingness to 
go ahead with the election 
despite the Islamist adv- 
ance. 

Twenty-four hours after 
Mr. Chadli quit, the author- 
ities scrapped the poll. Vio- 
lence quickly followed. The 
FIS was banned and Mr. 
Chadli's successor, Moham- 
mad Boudiaf, was assassin- 
ated after only six months. 
Algeria remains under a 
state of emergency. 

Today, much of the 
populated north is effec- 
tively under fun 
damentalist control, with 
no-go areas even for 
heavily-armed units of the 
security forces. 

"Just 30 kilometres out- 
side Algiers, there were 
burnt-out buses and cars by 
the roadside, scorched 
buildings and trees — it was 
just like a war zone," one 
journalist who made the rare 
and hazardous trip outside 
the city late last year told 
? vtrrs. 

Diplomats say the armed 
forces have resorted to 
napalm to hit forest hide- 
outs of the fundamentalists, 
who in turn use uniforms 
from slain members of the 
security forces to strike at 
their targets and spread 
confusion. 

Human rights groups ac- 
cuse both sides of torture — 
denied by the authorities 
for their part — and the 
violence has spared neither 
women nor children, nor- 
mally sacrosanct in the 
Muslim country. 

Suspected Islamists slit 
the throats of civilians in 
front of their children, 
while bound, bullet-riddled 
bodies of alleged Islamist 
supporters have been left 
by roadsides as an apparent 
warning, fuelling talk of 
security force “death 
squads". 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Yemeni President Ali Abdul- 
lah Saleh and King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia discussed steps 
taken to contain a border 
incident Tuesday during a 
telephone conversation, Ye- 
men's official news agency 
SABA said. 

The two leaders exchanged 
views on "the effors made to 
contain an incident that 
occurred in the morning in 
the northeast" of Yemen, on 
their disputed border, SABA 
said without elaborating. 

The conversation was 
“aimed at preventing the 
enemies of the two countries 
from harming their rela- 
tions... and at boosting their 
brotherly and good- 
neighbourly' links." the agen- 
cy added. 

The incident occurred as a 
high-level Yemeni delegation 
was due to travel to Saudi 
Arabia to prepare a visit by 
Mr. Saleh. 

Earlier this month Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia agreed to 
halt military movements 
along their border and pull 
their forces back from the 


area, following a series of 
clashes. 

Tensions have remained 
high between the two coun- 
tries. whose relations deterio- 
rated during the 1990-1991 
Gulf crisis, when Riyadh ac- 
cused Sanaa of supporting 
Iraq. 

During the May-July 
Yemeni civil war last year 
Sanaa accused Riyadh of 
aiding southern Yemeni 
forces in their bid to h’eak 
away from the north. 

Yemen claims sovere . -*y 

over three provinces — Na- 
jran. JLzan and Assir — 
assigned :o the kingdom 
under a treaty signed in 1934. 

The Yemeni government 
argue? :hat the treaty expired 
in" September 1992 . 

The Saudi Press Agency 
reported late on Tuesday 
King Fahd a J Mr. Saleh 
discussed efforts to contain 
the incident which took place 
today in the southeast, to 
fore i- all the enemies of the 
twi juntries of any oppor- 
tur..:y... and increase dia- 
logue... and strengthen re- 
gional security and stability." 


MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Relief agencies in Somalia 
decided Wednesday to sus- 
pend all non-emergency acti- 
vities in Mogadishu if French 
aid worker Rudy Marcq was 
not released from captivity by 
6:00 p.m. (1500 GMT) 
Thursday. 

Mr. Marcq, a 24-year-old 
single man from the Cham- 
pagne region, was captured 
on" Dec. 17 by gunmen who 
£•■ frequently demanded re- 
- - *:ions of S52.000 from his 
t isation . International 
‘ion Against Famine 
• A.CF). 

Wednesday's meeting of 
international non- 
cover; organisations 

I NOG- ••• derided that no 

new pri -ild be 

started bero* . .viand's 
release, and :r..v • ~ NGOs 
would ask U.N. agencies to 
join the boycott if he was not 
released by their deadline 

The U.ti. agencies are re- 
ported ready to join in, wit'- 
all organisations here feeling 
t’-at capitulation would lead 
to further kidnappings as 
U.N. troops and civilians pull 


out. leaving them on their 

own. 

The next step, one relief 
worker said, would be to ask 
donors to suspend aid to 
Somalia. 

At the AICF compound 
near Kilometre Four, one of 
the most dangerous road 
junctions in this lawless capit- 


al, the charity's flag is flying 
at half-mast. AICF had 


at half-mast. AICF had 
vowed to remain in Somalia 
after the last U.N. troops 
leave in March, but its opera- 
tions — vital to many villa- 
gers — have been suspended 
since Mr. Marcq’s kidnap- 
ping. 

His abductors demanded 
the S52.000 for an attack on a 
pick-up truck in which two 
Somalis were killed. 

AICF mission chief Jean- 
Fabrice Pietri told AFP 
Wednesday that the attack 
occurred on June 15 last year, 
K-fore the agency had rented 
vehicle, and that the two 
jomaiis had not been under 
contract to AICF. 

“It's nothing but an enor- 
mous scam, a pretext, pure 
and simple." he said. 


Iraq assails Israeli media for ‘false reports, lies’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The official Ira- 
qi News Agency (INA) has 
launched a scathing arrack on 
the Israeli media for carrying 
what it described as false 
reports that the Baghdad 
government is trying to estab- 
lish contact with Israel and is 
offering to “recognise" the 
Jewish state. 

It was the latest in a series 
of Iraqi denials of reports 
suggesting that Baghdad was 
hoping to use Israel as a 
conduit to the U.S. in its 
efforts to ease/lifr the crip- 
pling international sanctions 
imposed on the country since 
its invasion of Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Despite the denials, 
analysts say that it was highly 
probable that Iraq might 
have been seeking to set up 
contacts with Israel as the 
Middle East region slowly 
moves towards ending the 
decades-old Arab-Israeii con- 
flict launching a new era of 
coexistence in the region. 


The analysts said the vehe- 
mence in ihe latest attack 
against Israeli media could be 
an indication that Baghdad 
might have given up on its 
quest. However, it has not 
been established beyond 
reasonable doubt that the 
Iraqi government was indeed 
seeking to open contacts with 
Israel. 

Tne attack came in a com- 
mentary carried by the INA 
and attributed to the political 
editor of the agency. It speci- 
fically referred to* a report 
carried by the Israeli Haartez 
newspaper that Iraq had sent 
a message containing the pur- 
ported offer to Israel through 
Morocco. 

Haaretz said that the mes- 
sage was handed over to 
Moroccan Industry Minister 
Idris Hate and was sent to 
Israel through the Israeli in- 
terests section office in 
Rabat. According to the 
Israeli army radio, the letter 
is purported to carry the sign- 
ature "of the Iraqi general, 
who was not identified bv 


name. 

"Such false and repeated 
reports ... and lies ... by the* 
Zionist media and circles ... 
aim at distorting the clean 
and nationalistic image of 
Iraq in front of the Arab 
people." said the INA com- 
mentary. 


“Let Haaretz and Zionist 
radio know that Iraq’s de- 
clared and undeclared policy 
is one and the same." the 
commentary said. 

“Iraq has not and will not 
hold any contacts with any 
Zionist, whether he is <u. 
official or not — not in the 
past, not in the present and 
not in the future." 

It said the Israeli reports 
were aimed at “demoralising 
the Palestinian fighters and 
... weakening resistance in 
occupied Palestine ..." 

Noting that the Iraqi 
embassy in Amman has been 
consistently "responding to 
such reports by denying 
them," the commentary de- 
scribed the reports as trial 
balloons ... sometimes to 


harm Iraq and at other times 
to prompt an Iraqi re- 
sponse.” 

"It is clear from the fact 
that Israeli officials refuse to 
comment on such reports that 
they are encouraging others 
to spread such false reports." 
said the commentary. It ac- 
cused the "Zionist entity" of 
"hoping to advance its pro- 
cess of normalisation (with 
the Arabs)" but that “it has 
failed" to achieve its goals. 

"Iraq will disappoint their 
sick hopes" if the idea was to 
prompt a positive Iraqi re- 
sponse to such suggestions, it 
added. “It is imperative for 
Haaretz and Israeli army 
radio to know that Iraq works 
in bread daylight" with clear 
policies. 

“Iraq's name and its peo- 
ple arelinked with blood and 
precious -entices and its 
position (in support of) holy 
tar," said the commentary. 
PThe commentzn '«o criti- 
cised Arab govern ents for 
establishing contacts with 
Israel. 


1994 was year of progress; hard issues face 1995, U.S. expert says 


WASHINGTON — The past 
year was one of great adv- 
ances in tfv ' ■ idle Easr.: the 
Isrt-ili-Jc- treaty was 
sir- - aie< : *s*n Au- 

± *”V 


-rd> peace 


•tot prove so 
J( .-i Dunn, 
... fThe E>: ; ma;s. an 
deni newsletter 
r.z or Middle East and 
■"'‘•“cal and security 
c r, a recent inter- 


' j -.2 ccrr.e 10 the hard 
Dr. Dunn says of the 
r process. Both Palesti- 
leadsr Yasser Arafat 
. racli Prime Minister 
P,abin face strong 
..v.zes from their consii- 
. es. Arafat's room lo 
uvre is limited by the 
rity of Hamas and Isla- 
nd as well as the old- 
setionist force', such 
Popular Front ror the 
:rat:on of Palestine, who 
rue ‘.o have support in 
•-* -SI Bank. For his part, 
j has a razor-thin major- 
i f-.e Knesset. 


Added to this is the fact 
that most Palestinians have 
v.*: to see ar mprovement in 
die quality of their lives. Dr. 
f-unn saw. The Palestinian 
•uthoriiy sti!' .icks the in- 
irastructure collect the 
laxes it nee • o begin build- 
ing a modem society. Win- 
ning ihr lections called for 
in h . r;-: >n of Princi- 
•::d / a long way 
establishing Arafat's 
legu.macy. but so far the 
process has been stalled. 

Gaza i r the one of the most 
difiT .,t issues facing the 
Palestinian Authority. W f ith 
almost as much population as 
the West Bank on less than 7 
per cent of its land mass. 
Gaza is almost ungovernable. 
Dr. Dunn says, if is naive to 
think that peopie from out- 
side the area could govern rt 
easily. 

Accepting Gaza, the 
poorest and most Isiamacist 
of the Palestinian regions, 
was a big risk for Arafat and 
the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation. Dr. Dunn says. 
“This was the cos; of the 
agreement... 1 think they 
took the deal 'hey had to 
take.” 

The problems Israel has 
protecting the isolated Jewish 
settlement of Netzarim in the 
Gaza Strip, has already de- 
monstrated how difficult it 


will be for the Israelis to 
move on to the next stage of 
the peace process, which calls 
for the redeployment of 
Israeli forces from West 
Bmk cities. Whereas Rabin 
may be willing to abwitdon 
certain Jewish settlements 
there, his political coalition is 
so fragile. Dunn says, he 
simply cannot do it. “Tho’.' c 
got themselves paintea in a 
comer. It's going to be very 
hard to take the next step in 
the peace process if e very- 
single one of the settlements" 
must be protected. 

The basic outlines for an 
Israeii-Syrian peace accord 
“are pretty much obvious to 
everybody." Dr. Dunn says: 
an Israeli withdrawal from 
the Golan Heights; their re- 
rum to Syrian sovereignty: 
and the installation of an 
international, and possibly 
American peacekeeping 
force. 


says. 

Mr. .Assad will not make 
-vitheut gaining posses- 
dt the Golan. However. 
Nor does he wish to move too 
- . 'He w be seen = 

.lowing or. rh. reeN >: 
K:ng Hussein.” Dr. Dunn 
says. He must be seen as 
"tousher" man the Ji .-danian 


situation the Middle East 
faces in the upcoming year is 
Algeria, which Dr. Dunn de- 
scribes as being in the midst 
of "a very vicious civil war... 

j.n r-.s .--ifY-.. - a rr " 
tru. !ea>; 
iU.OiX) people have been kil- 
led in the fighting. 

"The old st-j:; -es have 


almost as credible an out- 
come" as the creation of an 
Islamic stat-\ Indeed, the 
country will be fortunate if 
any central authority emerges 
fr-Cr- xh r : inflict. h- »dded 


C-r.s -.eys to an 

eventual 5yn an- Israeli peace 
is Lebanon, “lebanon is a 
crucial issue. . Lebanon is 
where Syria car. appiy press- 
ure." Although Mr. .Assad 
doe? no: control Hizbollah. 
the radical Islamic group lo- 
cated ir. Southern Lebanon, 
this is r> choice. Dr. Dunn 
says, suggesting that Mr. 
Assad zcS.i rein Hizboiiah in 
if he so desired. 


Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad may be in a better 
position to deliver his end of 
the bargain than Rabin, in 
Dr. Dunn's opinion. There 
have been “a lot of reshuffles 
and retirements" in Syria's 
military and security services, 
which suggests that Mr. 
Assad may be preparing the 
country for both a peace 
accord and his succession, he 


Adding to the uncertainty 
surrounding the Golan, is the 
active campaign which 
Likud, the principal Israeli 
opposition party, has waged 
against placing U.S. 
peace Steepen; forces there. 
The opposition e: new Senate 
Foreign Re'.aticr.s chairman 
Jesse "Heims and many others 
in the Republican-dominated 
Congress is a;so likely to 
work agair.s: any plan which 
c a i s for American 
peacekeepers on the Golan. 

The most troublesome 


a;.... ar.J ti:-. ;> ... 

turcs." he says. Algerian 
President Liamine Zeroual's 
effort to start a dialogue with 
the Islamic Salvation From 
(FIS l this post fall "failed 
dismally.*' Mr. Zeroual 
obviously faced considerable 
internal criticism and the two 
top FIS leader; were put back 
in prison after a brief period 
of comparative liberty. ‘‘At 
b«t. it was coo little, too 
late," Dr. Dunn says of the 
abortive calks with FIS. 


D; Dun ; is more cpp.tr.: - 
tic about Egypt, which also 
suffers from an active fun- 
damentalist movement r ■ 
< -l :. ig r : p:*- 
<ii e co:,cen‘.r<.tCii in l..j cct; 
tral and upper Nile regions — 
Asiut and Qena are "in 
something like a state of in- 
surrection" — but outside 
those areas, there has not 
been too much confronta- 
tion. and Cairo has been re- 
latively quiet over the past 
year. 


In fact, it is not at all 
certain how much FIS con- 
trols the situation in Algeria 
now. Dr. Dunn says. The 
Armed Islamic Group is 
"clearly an effective under- 
ground movement." and 
have shown that their influ- 
ence extends even into the 
Berber sections of the coun- 
try, where support for Islamic 
militancy is minimal. 

As for what lies ahead. Dr. 
Dunn thinks ■ -total anarchv 


As for Iraq. Dr. Dunn ack- 
nowledges that there are not 
many ways ro pressure Sad- 
dam Hussein without hurting 
the Iraqi people. This could 
well damage U.S. interests in 
the Arab World as well as 
with nations such as France 
and Russia which wish to see 
the U.N. sanctions eased. 
But Dr. Dunn does not ex- 
pect the U.S. to change poli- 
cy, nor Saddam to comply 
completely with the U.N. re- 
solutions. “He's prepared to 
starve his country." Barring a 
change of leadership, he says, 
the situation will continue'to 
worsen for the Iraqi people. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Swiss plane evacuates heart patient from lr^ 




BAGHDAD (AFP) — A Swiss plane evacuated^ 
patient from Iraq Tuesday for treatment m a. Lood^S 
hospital — the first such mercy flight since an wrtonatiqwtljl 
embargo was imposed on the country fouowmg : , 

1990 invasion of Kuwait. U.N. spokesman K«th 
the flight was authorised by the U.N. Sanc tions 
tee, following a request from an Iraqi rqjrraentatiye,^^ 
Swiss Air ambulance plane few from Zanch 
Habbaniyah military airport, 60 ktiometres from BaghdatL; 
where it took on board Yahya Dhia Jaafor, 53. The cost 
the trip was covered entirely by the family, according to hs* 
brother Jaafar Dhia Jaafor, an Iraqi presidential adviser. . 
The official Iraqi agency INA said several side people.had 
died in the past few years due to the U.N. s refusal to allow 
the national airline Iraqi Airways to make humanitarian 
flights. Since the embargo was imposed Iraqis have had to 
travel overland to Amm a n to fly abroad. 




Pharaoh’s statue to be moved from central Cairo 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian authorities are to move^an 
andent statue of Pharaoh Ramses II from the cd ' 
Cairo to a new site near the pyramids al Gizeh to . ___ 

from pollution damage, the daily Al Wafd 
decision ended a long-running dispute between 
regional authorities, who wanted to keep the statue in. the 
city centre, and the national antiquities department, which 
argued that the limestone statue was endangered" by 
exhaust gases. At a meeting Monday chaired by Culture 
Minister Farouq Hosni, senior officials in charge of 
Egyptian antiquities decided f move the statue, which 
weighs 2.5 tonnes and stands 15.6 metres high, to a new 
spot outside a museum to be built pear the pyramids. 
Cairo, with some 15 million inhabitants and tens of 
thousands of vehicles, is one of the most polluted cities in 
the world. The statue, discovered in the Nile Delta region 
early thfc century, stands in one of Cairo's main squares 
near the central station. Ramses Q, who reigned circa 
1300-1234 B.C., was one of the greatest Pharaohs of 
ancient Egypt, famed for his victories against the Hhtites in 
Aria. 
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Turkish police hold fleeing Iraqis 
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ANKARA (R) — Turkish police on Tuesday arrested 79 
Iraqi Christians trying to flee across the Aegean Sea to 
Greece, security officials in Canakkale province said. “The 
Iraqis have been caught and sent to court,” said a security 
official in Canakkale town, which is split by the Dardannei- 
les Strait in northwestern Turkey. “They had lived in 
Istanbul for a while, and some Turks were trying to get 
them across by boat to other countries through Greece,” a 
Canakkal e prosecutor told Reuters by telephone. He did 
not say what charges * group faced but the Anatolian 
news agency said the;.- <is for Turkey had expired. The 
official said the 79. comprising several families, were 
fleeing what he cnV ■. 4 . persecution in their homeland but 
had not been able to get visas for the countries they wanted 
to enter. Police stopped the group travelling by bus in 
Canakkale’s Ezine district on the way to the neighbouring 
Ayvadk townshio, where they were to be sent across the i 
Aegean Sea to Greece, “flhey will initially pay a fine of ! 
70,000 lira ($1.80), then the court will decide if they can 
stay in Turkey,” he said. 
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Iraq invited to Cai^o book fair . 

CAIRO (AFP) — Iraq has received an invitation; forlbe’ 
first time since 1990, to tbe r C&o book fair which bpedof 
here on Wednesday, Iraqi diplor "tic sources said here. 
“An invitation to attend was sent to Iraq by die genual 
book authority but dne to the embargo imposed (by tiw 1 
United Nations) Iraq's participation will be only symbolic, ” 
the sources said. “It is the first time an invitation has been ' 
addressed to Iraq” to take part in the Cairo book fair since 
the Gulf crisis of August 19°^ to r 'ruarv I9S1, thev said, 
.Toting that neither Israel ' V* 
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several other cultural events in .^;ro, the diplomats said, ^ lh ' 
Israel will not take part in the book fair for the ninth Uu, T: n S“ r to 
-.c'nsecutive vear. Egypt is anr ’rettlv no* keen to eTpand c ’J tlc * r who 
■ • • -I..-.- them or 
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croktin off alter the Islamic revolution m Iran in 1979 and 
Cairo has latterly accused Tehran of supporting armed 1 
Islamic militants fighting to overthrow Egypt’s secular ! 
regime. j 
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Drought threatens crop season in Morocco 
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RABAT (AFP) — Drought is posing a serious threat to the , 
new planting season in Morocco where it has barely rained ; 
at all since Septemb er an d rese rvoirs .are doom to 30 per I 
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cent of normal capacity, 'offiSals said. Farmers fear the 
drought will ruin their early cereal crops and even affect 


drought will ruin their early cereal crops and even affect 
production ■ of citrus fruits, one of the country’s main 
exports. On Tuesday, the government adopted a series of 
measures to alleviate the impact of the drought, mhsdtfnl 
that agriculture sustains more than half foe country’s 28 
million people. Agriculture Minister Abdelaziz Meriane 
said rainfall this season was only 55 per cent that of 1994. 
Morocco has suffered drought for much of the past 10 years 

although rainfall in lOQlwoc n ~wl Tl.» . J—SA it 
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view of the drought. The government undertook to 
safeguard livestock and provide adequate drinking water to 
the population, it was announced. The government said & 
bad “taken steps to ensure that food supplies reached ! 
national markets notably for foe fasting month of Rams* ! 
dan" which -starts at foe- beginning of Febru?"v. 
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'Ministry of Water and Irrigation Secret- bolds a press conference at the ministry 
ary General Qnsay Qteishat Wednesday (Petra photo) 

Ministry to enforce strict rules 
on sales of water to public 


AMMAN (Petra) — As of 
mid' January the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation will 
start stricter monitoring of 
water trucks and the rates, 
charged by their owners, 
according to Qusay Qteishat, 
the ministry’s secretary 
general Wednesday. 

Mr. Qteishat told a press 
conference that each water 


spring owner selling water to 
toe public will have to pay a 
JD50Q annual fee and will be 


subject to regular control by 
the ministry to ensure that 
the water is potable. 

Acting in conjunction with 


the health ministry, the water 
ministry will conduct inspec- 
tions and test the water- 
Springs failing the tests will 
be shut down, said Mr. 
Qteishat. 

Water spring owners have 
three months to obtain a li- 
cence to sell water, he said. 
He warned that without a 
licence, no water spring will 
be permitted to operate. 

Water truck operators 
must also obtain a licence 
from the Department for 
Licensing Drivers and Vehi- 
cles and affix an official label 
on the sides of their trucks 


which indicates that they are 
licensed, according to Mr. 
Qteishat. He added that the 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) would also cooperate 
with the two ministries in 
ensuring the effectiveness of 
these measures. 

Mr. Qteishat also said that 
one cubic metre of water sells 
for 300 fils to the water truck 
operators, and is to be resold 
at JD1.75 and JD1.S to the 
public in Western Amman 
and other areas respectively. 

He said the new water 
rates for the trucks would go 
into effect next week. 


Zarqa police arrest suspects 
in robbery, imposter cases 


. | By Rana Husseml 

Special to the Jordan Times 

4 

ZARQA — Police warned 
citizens and especially foreign 
residents to verify the identi- 
f i cation of anyone 
approaching-them. asking for 
their papers or to enter their 
houses for official reasons 
following several incidents in 
Zarqa and Amman in which 
four suspects were 
apprehended for posing as 
police officers, assistant 
director of the Zarqa Police 
Department Colonel Adnan 
Abdallat said Wednesday. 

“Anyone has the right to 
ask any police officer who 
requests to search them or 
their homes or cars for a 
police identification card," 
Col. Abdallat said. 

According to Col. Abdal- 
lat, the latest arrest took 
place on Monday, when 
police apprehended four men 
in their mid-20s suspected of 
impersonating police officers 
and robbing foreign labour- 
ers, who the colonel declined 
to identify, in Zarqa and Am- 
man. 

He said the suspects on the 
first incident posed as offi- 
n'als to workers in Ruserfeh. 
3ne of the men was wearing 
i corporal's uniform and car- 
rying a gun, and the other 
hree, in civil uniform, 
rlaimed they were police 
Officers. 

They told the workers they 


were checking work permits 
and searched their house. 
During the search operation, 
they stole $1,000 and JD 130, 
be said. 

The same day, he said they 
‘ftfpdSfed the 'crime Tn 'the 
..same area, and “this rime the 
Spilook $300 and JD 120." 

In an earlier incident on 
Jan. 7, he said, the suspects 
targeted foreign labourers in 
A! Ghouirieh area in Zarqa, 
and took JD 120. 

He said the victims in- 
formed police that the sus- 
pects were riding a taxi. 

“We sealed the area and 
started looking for a taxi car- 
rying a man wearing a police- 
man’s uniform," said Col. 
Abdallat. 

After an intensive search, 
police pulled over a taxi and 
apprehended the suspect af- 
ter a short chase and an 
exchange of gunfire between 
the suspect and police. 

Col. Abdallat said the sus- ' 
peer had a criminal record 
and was unemployed; he said 
die suspect confessed and 
identified the other three 
accomplices. 

He said police 
apprehended the other three 
and recovered 90 per cent of 
the stolen money. 

In another incident that 
took place on New Year’s 
Eve, Col. Abdallat said, 
police apprehended a 35- 
year-old man who attacked a 
doctor’s residence with an 
automatic gun in A1 Ruseifeh 
area in Zarqa. 


According to Col. Abdal- 
lat, the suspect, who was 
carrying a Kalashnikov and 
covering bis face with a stock- 
ing, went to the doctor's 
house in Zarqa and knocked 
bn tfifL-door 


‘When the doctor opened J 
the door, ^he, masked man 
tried to enter' his house, but 
the doctor resisted, and the 
intruder shot several times 
but missed the doctor, then 
fled the scene," Col. Abdal- 
lat said. 

He added, that upon hear- 
ing gun shots, a police unit 
that was near the scene 
started chasing the intruder. 

“He began shooting back 
at us while police were chas- 
ing him, but we eventually 
arrested him after an ex- 
change of fire, and no one 
was hurt in the incident,” he 
said. 

According to Col. Abdal- 
lat, police are questioning the 
intruder to determine bis mo- 
tives. 

“It is possible that the man 
wanted to steal money from 
the doctor because be owned 
a private surgery clinic and 
also worked at a company,” 
he said. 

Col. Abdallat said that the 
doctor had performed 
surgery on the suspect four 
months ago. The official 
however would not relate the 
incident to the surgery. 

Col. Abdallat did not iden- 
tify any of the suspects, and 
said that police were investi- 
gating the incident. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from 
monthly bulletins and the daily Arabic 
press. Readers are advised to verify the 
listed time and place with the concerned 
institutions. 


FILMS 

ft Film entitled “The Accidental 
Tourist” at the American Center 
cm Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

ft Film entitled “Dukes Horas” at 
Institute Cervantes (the Spanish 
Cultural Center) on Thursday at 
5:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

-ft Concert by A! Ibda’ Band at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and 
Art on Thursday at 6 JO pjn. 

POETRY RECTTAL 

-ft Poetry recital by Palestinian poet 

* Sanrih AI Qassiin at the Phoenix 


Gallery for Culture and Art on 
Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

ft Exhibition entitled “Phase H- 
Doors and Windows’* by Jorda- 
nian artist Ghada Dabdaleh. Also 
showing an exhibition by contem- 
porary Arab artists at Darat Ai 
Funun. 

ft Exhibition of works by Hala Mahaynj 
at the Petra InfffiMftmd Hotel in 
Aqaba. 

ft Exhibition of abstract art by Zakaria 
Barakat at the Bousing Bank Gallery. 

ft Exhibition of works by Scad Khalil at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

ft Exhibition of [miming* by frnpiil and 
Tflmam Shammout at Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Foundation. 




Conference 

disabilities, congenital diseases 



By Rana Hussein! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The issue of 
disabilities and congenital 
diseases, brought further to 
light by a proposed law to 
require couples to undergo 
premarital blood tests, was 
tackled by concerned institu- 
tions Wednesday at the open- 
ing of a two-day conference. 

In a lecture presented by 
Professor of Paediatric Medi- 
cine at Jordan University 
Abdul Karim AI Qudah 
stressed the need to raise 
public awareness of the 
health risks to children born 
to couples who are blood 
relatives. “It is very impor- 
tant to educate people about 
intermarriage risks.” Dr. 
Qndah said. 

Last year the government 
introduced a draft law that 
would require couples plan- 
ning to marry to take blood 
tests before their nuptials to 
determine if either partner 
suffers from any blood dis- 
ease and other genetic prob- 
lems that could result in their 
children being bom with con- 
genital malformation or re- 
tardation. 

Representing the United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). Information and 
Communication Officer Sima 
Bahous said that UNICEF’s 
strategy on childhood disabil- 
ity rests heavily on preven- 
tion, early detection and re- 
habilitation. . 

“Prevention of disabilities 
is directly linked to the suc- 


cess in the duniuation of. 
poverty, disease and hunger 
and to the realisation of 
equitable and sustainable de- 
velopment,” Dr. Bahous said 
at the opening of the two-day 
session organised by the 
National Federation of the 
Business and Professional 
Women’s Chibs (BPWC) and 
UNICEF, and attended by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, 
the honorary president of the 
BPWC. 

According to Dr. Bahous, 
approximately ISO million 
disabled children are among 
the 500 million (ftsabled peo- 
ple worldwide. 

Furthermore, die said that 
more than 80 per cent of all 
disabled persons live in de- 
veloping countries and “less 
than three per cent of the 
disabled persons in the de- 
veloping countries receive re- 
habilitation services of any 
kind." 

“The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) statistics 
showed that in any society 
7-10 per cent of the popula- 
tion in any country in the 
world will have some kind of 
disability,” Dr. Bahous said, 
addressing 130 participants 
attending the conference. 

During the lecture. Dr. 
Bahous referred to one of 
UNICEF’s projects, the 
Community Based Rehabi- 
litation (CBR), which she 
said is an approach that pre- 
sents an opportunity to reach 
a far larger number of chil- 
dren through the active in- 


to*' 



Hor Majesty Queen Noor Wednesday 
attends the first day of a conference on 
disabilities and congenital diseases. Also 
on the podium from right to left are 
Planning and Development Adviser to the 


Queen In’am Mnfiti, President of tire 
Cosiness and Professional Wome n’s Club 
Hind Abdul Jaber and UNICEF Informa- 
tion and Coamnmication Officer Sima 
Bahous (Petra photo) 


voivement of their families, 
neighbourhood and the com- 
munity. 

“The aim is to provide 
communities with preven- 
tion, early detection and re- 
habilitation services at a cost 
that the community can even- 
tually bear on its own,” she 
said. 

“According to WHO, 70 
per cent of all needs of dis- 
abled children can be met at 
the local level if CBR prog- 


rammes were implemented, ” 
she added.- 

Hind Abdul Jaber, presi- 
dent of BPWC, told die 
gathering that voluntary 
groups and official organisa- 
tions should cooperate in 
spreading awareness through 
die media and other avenues 
to curb the rising number of 
children bom with disabili- 
ties. 

-The conference, held at the> 
Inter. Continental Hotel, and 


attended by representatives 
of various ministries and pri- 
vate -and. public institutions, 
will discuss five papers: can- 
cer and heredity; earfy di-. 
agnosis of congenital disease 
before birth, the religious 


abortion, hand- 
icaps and criminal behaviour, 
and the role of tire Diagnosis 
Centre at the Ministry of 
Health- on p r e ventin g hand- 
icaps. 


Police clear $100 bills printed in 1990 as controversy lingers 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Despite official 
assurances that American 
banknotes of $100 denomina- 
tion printed in 1990 with a 
slight difference in colour are 
authentic, the fate of such 
bills in Jordan appeared des- 
tined to remain in con- 
troversy for some time on 
Wednesday. 

Several moneychangers 
said they were sceptical over 
the results of tests conducted 
-by Jordanian authorities and 
that the v Wou? 3 re fuse to deal 
in the bills pbefore interna. 
Cf.r-tional (gineqpy experts cer^ 
tify that the bills were not 
forged. 

But Mutie AI Kabariti, 
head of the Jordanian 
Moneychangers Association, 
said a majority of the ex- 
change houses in Jordan had 
accepted the verdict of the 
Anti-Narcotics and Anti- 
Foigery Department that the 
bills were genuine. 

“We have extensive ex- 
perience in dealing in curren- 
cy. and we can easily spot 
forgeries,” said Mr. Kabariti. 
“In general, Jordanian 
moneychangers are very 


careful and do not allow 
forgeries to escape them.” 

The controversy over the 
$100 notes printed in 1990 
surfaced a few days ago when 
it was reported that part of 
535,000 presented by a local 
businessman were slightly 
yellowish in colour and could 
be counterfeit. 

Mr. Kabariti said his firm 
was approached by the 
businessman, whom he did 
not identify, but the sale did 
■not take place because of 
“disagreement over tire ex- 
change rate,”,:.,.-. .n.. - 

" ~ “Wt ‘ tJTd not „turn him - " 


in the local press on Wednes- 
day assured the public of the 
authenticity of the 5100 notes 
minted in 1990. 

But, Marwan AI Akuni of 
Alami Exchange said his firm 
was refusing to accept similar 
bills. “We have our own sys- 
tem of verifying the authen- 
ticity of currency,” be said. 
“We will wait until Swiss or 
American authorities certify 
that these notes are 
geniHne.” 

“We are willing to accept a 
certification by the.eml 

of the res..” hej 


pf any jfrtnbt 

the ValrflSfy'of the cur- u 
rcney.” said Mr. Kabariti, 
whose firm is one of the 
oldest exchange houses In the 
country. 

Subsequently, the 
businessman, who is believed 
to have received the “sus- 
pect” notes from a local com- 
mercial bank, went to 
another dealer who suspected 
the notes were forged. Police 
were called in, and the bills 
were put through tests which 
proved their authenticity, 
Mr. Kabariti said. 

A police statement carried 


U.S.«dipk>mat was available 
JejEvobminent. . tf*. “ 

* ' According to Mr. Alami, 
“it is not only the colour but 
also the texture of the notes 
that gives rise to suspicions.” 

“When you have dealt with 
a particular currency for a 
long time, you get a feeling 
the moment you hold a note 
in your hand,” said Mr. Ala- 
mi. In this case, be said, 
“there is something amiss.” 

But Mr. Kabariti nuasreri 
that there was “nothing 
wrong with the paper,” and 
that the “problem is onfy 
with the slight d i ff eren ce in 
colour.” 


That appeared to -narrow 
down the controversy to the 
differing approaches of 
moneychangers rather than 
any basic question on the 
authenticity over- the curren- 
cy. 

International currency ex- 
perts agreed that part of the 
currency printed m 1990 by . 
tire U.S. government was 
slightly tighter m colour, but. 
that tire bills were widely 
accepted. They said Jorda- 
nian w {di»np» firms were ex- - 
tremely cautious and the...' 

itest doubt cast on the' 
■aBtfiefifSiy arfy^uiTCTcyV ‘ 
. whetbejr American ps. qthejr,*.* 
- wise,' was enough fof them to' - 
stop dealing in that currency. 

Mr.. Kabariti said, howev- 
er, the number of cases of 
counterfeit notes surfacing in 
Jordan had been very low in 
recent years. 

“At my firm, we come 
across forgeries perhaps once 
in a month, - he said. 
“Forgeries are not limited to 
American dollars either,” he 
said, adding that be had 
found counterfeit European . 
currencies in Jordan. 

Jordan was hit by a wave of 
counterfeit currency, mainly 


American dollars, in tire late 
80s. Law enforcement au- 
thorities launched a wide 
crackdown and busted sever- 
al gangs engaged in distribut- 
ing forged, currencies. . 
Dozens were jailed; some of 
them are still serving sent- 
ences. 

According to experts, the 
so-called “super-G” notes 
are the most .difficult to de- 
tect amoug the ftur^d curren- 
cies circulating in tire Middle 
East- “They are crafted so 
skillfulfy that ti»y ^successful- 
ly pa ss ffimPE fr' sctmft of the - 
sophisticated laser machines 
currency,* 4 

said an expert. 

Many believe that the . 
“super-G” notes brimnate in 
Iran, a country traditionally 
known for its skillful crafts- 
men. Hie Iranian govern- ' 
meat has reported the bust- 
ing of several major counter- 
frit groups in the last few 
years. ... 

• A U.S. congressional panel 
accused Iran of printing 
“high-quality” American 
banknotes and distributing 
them in tire market with Sy- 
rian help. Both Tehran and 
Damascus denied the charge. 


House panels to elect chairpersons 

AMMAN (Petra) — Four of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment committees will meet Saturday to elect chairpersons 
and rapporteurs to replace those deputies who were 
appointed ministers in the government of Prune Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker last Sunday. The House Agricul- 
ture and Irrigation Committee will meet to elect a successor 
to deputy Nader Thuheirat who became minister of 
municipal and rural affairs and the environment. The 
Finance Committee will elect a chairman to succeed Aii 
Abul Ragbeb who was appointed Minister of Industry and 
Trade, and a rapporteur to succeed Samir Habashneh. who 
became Minister of Culture. The Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee will also elect a chairman to succeed Abdul Karim 
Kabariti who became minister of Foreign Affairs. 
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rient Express Ltd. 


iTravel & Tourism 


has the pleasure to promote a two day 
Camping Desert Safari Trip ofWadi Rum 
with the visit to Petra. 


Trip dates: Jau. 19, 1995 & Jan. 26, 1995 
Details of the camping trip: 

- Route: Amman - Wadi Rum - Petra - Amman 

- Camping in Bedouin Tents in Wadi Rum 

- Two day trip and one night stay in Wadi Rum 

- Price per person per trip JD 66,00 

- Departure time from Amman at 2:00 p.m, 

- Departure time from Petra at 5:00 p.m. 

- Program on Half Board basis 

For more information, please contact Orient 
Express at: 602-460 & 698-969 
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U.S., Pakistan revive security 
dialogue dormant since 1990 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY -FRIDAY, JANUARY 1E13, 19951 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
U.S. Defence Secretary Wil- 
liam Perry and his Pakistani 
counterpart Aftab Shaaban 
Meerani agreed Wednesday 
to revive a security dialogue 
dormant since 1990. 

A U.S. embassy statement 
said they had decided to re- 
vitalise the U.S. -Pakistani 
consultative group as a forum 
for annual discussions on 
“security issues in the post- 
cold war era.'’ 

“The' agenda... would in- 
clude the exchange of percep- 
tions on regional situations, 
threat briefings, joint military 
exercises/ training of military 
officers in both countries, 
und identification of areas of 
mutual cooperation,” it said. 

The group met 10 times 
after it was set up in 1984 but 
Stopped work after Washing- 
ton cut off military and eco- 
nomic aid five years ago over 
Pakistan’s alleged nuclear 
ambitions. 

Mr. Perry, who arrived in 
Pakistan Tuesday, met Air 
Marshal Farooq Feroze, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Committee, and 
army chief General Abdul 
Waheed in Islamabad 
Wednesday. 

He then flew to the north- 
western city of Peshawar to 
meet Pakistani troops in the 
Khyber Pass on the rugged 
Afghan border. 

U.S. Ambassador John 
Mon jo has visited several riv- 
al Afghan leaders in the past 
month to back United Na- 
tions efforts to halt a civil war 
which has cost about 15,000 
lives since 1992. 

The United States is 


alarmed about growth in 
opium poppy cultivation in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
the world's second and third 
biggest producers of opium, 
from which heroin is made. 

According to U.S. esti- 
mates, Afghan opium pro- 
duction jumped 39 per cent 
to 950 tonnes last year from 
685 tonnes in 1993. Pakis- 
tan's output rose to 160 ton- 
nes from 140 tonnes. 

Pakistan, the main conduit 
for Western support, to 
Afghan Islamic guerrillas 
fighting Soviet occupation in 
the 1980s, was the third 
largest recipient of U.S. aid 
until 1990. 

During his visit, Mr. Perry 
has also been discussing how 
the United States and Pakis- 
tan can improve cooperation 
in peacekeeping missions 
around the world. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man said Mr. Perry had 
promised that U.S. Marines 
would provide cover foT 

6.000 Pakistani U.N. 
peacekeeping troops when 
they leave Somalia in March. 

He said a force of at least 

1.000 U.S. Marines would 
come ashore in Mogadishu to 
ensure that the Pakistanis, 
due to be the last U.N. troops 
to leave Somalia, can with- 
draw safely. 

U.S. and Pakistani troops 
served side-by-side — and 
took casualties — in Somalia, 
along with other oontingents 
in a U.N. force sent in 1992 
to protect humanitarian 
agencies trying to relieve 
famine amid civil war in the 
Horn of Africa country. 


Mr. Perry assured Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
when they met Tuesday that 
Washington would take an 
even-handed approach to- 
wards arch-foes Pakistan and 
India, a government source 
said. 

He also said he would dis- 
cuss the strains in relations 
between the two countries, at 
loggerheads over Kashmir, 
during his visit to India which 
begins Thursday. 

Ms. Bhutto said Mr. Per- 
ry's visit, the first by a U.S. 
defence secretary to Pakistan 
in 12 years, showed U.S.- 
Pakistani ties were broaden- 
ing despite differences over 
nuclear policy. 

Mr. Perry arrives in New 
Delhi Thursday for a three- 
day visit aimed at forging an 
Inao-U.S. strategic and milit- 
ary relationship in the post- 
Cold War era. 

Sales of U.S. defence 
equipment to India's Soviet- 
equipped armed forces, joint 
military exercises and India's 
role in U.N. peacekeeping 
missions are expected to fi- 
gure high on the agenda for 
Mr. Perry's talks here, U.S. 
officials said. 

They said Mr. Perry would 
stress that with the end of the 
superpower rivalry. Washing- 
ton is looking for “even- 
handed” defence relations 
with New Delhi and Isla- 
mabad. 

Persistent tensions be- 
tween India and Pakistan 
over Kashmir and U.S. con- 
cern over India's nuclear 
programme would be put cm 
the back burner, they said. 


U.S. tells Russia it will test new weapons 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States notified Russia 
Tuesday that it will begin 
testing a tactical missile de- 
fence system next month, 
even though talks with Mos- 
cow on the issue have not 
been completed, the 
Washington Post reported 
Wednesday. 

The paper quoted senior 
officials as saying similar 
.notification had been sent to 
Congress, where key mem- 
bers of both parties have 
their own reservations about 
the= short-raA’gfer frnsrite de- 
fence programme'. 

Development of the so-cal- 
led Theatre High Altitude 
Area Defence System, or 
THAAD, is a cornerstone of 


President Bill Clinton's admi- 
nistration’s military planning 
and officials hope to resume 
negotiations with Moscow in 
March on how to reconcile 
the system with the 1972 anti- 
ballistic missile treaty. 

Democrats fear deploy- 
ment of the system could 
violate the treaty, while Re- 
publicans are concerned that 
negotiations with Russia 
could result in restrictions 
that would bar development 
of still more advanced sys- 
tems. 

Senior House Republicani 
asked President Clmton last 
week to suspend the negotia- 
tions with Russia until they 
could review the entire issue. 


including a possible revival of 
the so-called Star Wars prog- 
ramme. 

The paper said the admi- 
nistration officials were confi- 
dent 14 flight tests of 
THAAD planned over the 
next two years would not 
violate the ABM treaty or 
breach any agreement with 
Russia, because they are de- 
monstration tests and not 
tests of a complete system 
that could process data from 
space-based sensors. 

: lt‘bupt£tf ^ White Housed 
officials as saying Mr. Clinton '' 
ordered thetests to proceed- 
aftef" accepting a Defence 
Department finding that they 
will be legal under the treaty. 


Spain’s Socialists take legal 
action over claims it led dirty war 


MADRID (AFP) — Spain’s 
Socialist government went to 
court to battle allegations it 
set up hit squads to kill Bas- 
que separatists in the 1980s, 
filing a Hbel suit against the 
tailed former policeman be- 
hind the accusations. 

Facing one of the most 
serious political crises in its 
12 years in power, the Social- 
ist government “is exercising 
Its right to self-defence,” said 
Secretary of State for Justice 
Maria Teresa Fernandez de 
Vega. 

The suit, filed late Tues- 
day, targets Jose Araedo, a 
former policeman who ac- 
cused the government of 
being behind the creation of 
the Anti-terrorist Liberation 
Groups (GAL), which killed 
24 suspected Basque separat- 


ists in a series of terrorist 
attacks. 

But Judge Fernandez de 
Vega said the government 
was also considering taking 
libel action against this leader 
and a deputy of the opposi- 
tion Unrted Left coalition 
who accused Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez of personal 
involvement in the creation 
of GAL. 

Mr. Amedo, who un- 
leashed the uproar with 
allegations made in a series of 
interviews with the newspap- 
er El Mundo, was sentenced 
in 1991 to 108 years in prison 
for involvement in six 
attempted murders organised 
by the GAL. 

Mr. Gonzalez denied any 
involvement in GAL activi- 
ties in a televised address 


Monday night, saying he had 
never “authorised or toler- 
ated” the actions of the GAL 
and would file suit against 
anyone who claims other- 
wise. 

Mr. Gonzalez also denied 
any intention of calling early 
elections as urged by the 
right-wing opposition Popu- 
lar Party. 

Butr public support does 
not seem to be on his side 
according to the latest poll 
published Wednesday in the 
daily El Pais. 

The survey indicated that 
52 per cent of Spaniards think 
Mr. Gonzalez is lying when 
he says his government was 
not involved with the GAL 
and 49 per cent favour early 
elections, compared to 36 per 
cent who wanted new polls. 


Christopher denies he will resign 


Speaking ahead of Mr. 
Perry's departure for Islama- 
bad and New Delhi, a senior 
Defence Department official 
in Washington said Mr. Per- 
ry's visit “is not to address” 
conflicts between the South 
Asian rivals. 

“We are not going to get 
into Kashmir and other such 
contentious regional issues,” 
be said. “The purpose here is 
to butld a defence rela- 
tionship and build it on a new 
basis: The Cold War is now 
over. 

“We believe both Pakistan 
and India are important 
countries, in their own right 
and to the United States, and 
we do not want to see a policy 
which tilts in the direction of 
one country or another," the 
Pentagon official said. 

Also Wednesday Pakistani 
tribesmen dancing in honour 
of U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry in the Khyber 
Pass tested his bodyguards' 
nerves by firing live rounds in 
the air without warning, wit- 
nesses said. 

Mr. Perry, on a two-day 
visit to Pakistan, was watch- 
ing a display of tribal dancing 
after lunch at the Khyber 
Rifles Regimental mess near 
the rugged Afghan border. 

The troupe of a dozen 
Khattak tribesmen momen- 
tarily stunned his security 
escort by unleashing rhyth- 
mic volleys from G-3 assault 
rifles in time with the music. 

“This is a security night- 
mare,” one U.S. official mut- 
tered, as Mt. Perry smiled 
and politely clapped the per- 
formance. 

Indian 
gas well 
blaze 
rages for 
4th day 

HYDERABAD, India (R) 
— A scorching blaze in a gas 
well burned out of control for 
the fourth day Wednesday, 
reaching 500 degrees Celsius 
(930 "degrees Fahrenheit), as 
Indian authorities awaited 
the^amyal of d' crack U.S. 
firefighting team. 

State-owned Oil and Natu- 
ral Gas Corp (ONGC) said 
efforts to put out the fire in 
the well, in the southern state 
of Andhra Pradesh, were 
hampered by the intense 
heat. 

“The scorching heat is felt 
even from a distance of half a 
kilometre (a third of a 
mile)," said A.M. Bhar, the 
ONGC official who is super- 
vising firefighting operations. 

The well is next to the 
remote Bodasakurru village 
in the coastal east Godavari 
District, about 500 
kilometres east of the state 
capital, Hyderabad. 

“The fire is in an area of 
five to ID square metres and 
the flames are still rising up 
to 100 metres into the sky,” 
Mr. Bhat said. 

The fire erupted Sunday 
evening as gas spewed from a 
depth of 2,777 metres (9,110 feet) 
during a drilling operation. 

Hot. black, billowing 
smoke singed nearby coconut 
groves and turned lush green 
paddy fields to grey, resi- 
dents' said. 


Britain wonders: Will Charles 
divorce Diana to marry Camilla? 


LONDON (AFP) — Britain 
bristled' with curiosity 
Wednesday about the next 
chapter in the royal family 
saga after Camilla Parker- 
Bowies, Prince Charles’ long- 
time girlfriend, announced 
she and her estranged hus- 
band were divorcing. 

Would the heir to the 
throne of England now di- 
vorce his own estranged wife. 
Princess Diana? 

And if be did, would he 
then marry Mrs. Parker-’ 
Bowles, with whom he has 
admitted having had three 
separate affairs over 25 
years? 

And if be did, could be still 
become king? 

And if he did, could Mrs. 
Parker-Bowles become 
“Queen Camilla?” 

Coincidentally, it emerged, 
the Parker-Bowles’ secretly 
began their legal separation 
barely a month after that of 
Prince Charles and Princess 
Diana in December 1992. 
British law requires a two- 
year separation for uncon- 
tested divorce. 

Prince Charles' aides in- 
sisted that no divorce was in 
the offing. 

And experts said there was 
no constitutional impediment 
to a divorced prince marrying 
a divorcee and becoming king. 

There were the inevitable 
Comparisons to Edward Vm, 
who in 1936 won the heart of 
romantics the world over 
when, forced by the govern- 
ment to choose, be abdicated 
the throne to marry Amer- 
ican divorcee Wallis 
Simpson. 

Margaret Holder, who has 
written extensively on tire 
royal famil y, noted die “huge 
similarities,” saying, “We axe 
moving towards the same 
situation.” 

“The first ball started roll- 
ing then with the Simpsons’ 
divorce and now we have the 
Parker Bowles’ divorce,” she 
said, adding it only remained 
for the Charles-Diana di- 
vorce to be “rubber- 



Mensa ftapter 
under fire tor j 

‘Nazi’ essays 

LOS ANGELES if AFP) — A*j 
\ local chapter of Mensa, the*. 
U.S. organisation for people^ 
with high IQs, has sparked^ 
outrage, for publishing artiwj 
pies advocating the extern* 
urination . of homeless , .rcy 
tarried and old people. Some£ 
of the chapter’s 2,000 menfcjj 
beta wrote angry fettffls after-; 

essays appeared in -tbej; 

November issue of MensaVv 
newsletter called “Lament.’!-: 
“We have. these Nazi ideas*; 
being.p abiishe d in a poUicav 
trori that goes everywhere.’X 
Betty- Schneider said. “P; 

' don’t w ant to be identified^- , 



A fie picture dated Jan. 6, 1994 shows OmriDa Parker Bowles, 
a dose friend of the Prhice of Wales, and her husband Andrew 
(AFP photo) 


“Everyone will be wonder- 
ing whether he will inflict 


Camilla on the country as 
queen, which is as unwel- 
come a prospect as 'Queen 
Wallis' was in 1936,” said Ms. 
Holder. 

But would Prince Charles 
follow King Edward's exam- 
ple and renounce power, 
fame and fortune for love? 
Not jolly likely, was the con- 
sensus among royal watchers. 

More probably, they said, 
Prince Charles would seek to 
avail himself of the more 
relaxed social codex of the 
late 20th Century and have 
his cake and eat it. 

Should die royal couple 
divorce, said observers. 
Prince Charles would likely 
continue seeing Mrs. Parker- 
Bowles, but without benefit 
of holy matrimony. 

There were serious conad- 
erations. A royal marriage is 
primarily an event of state 
involving the government. 


the opposition, the Anglican 
Church of which the'moaazcfa 
is head, and die Common- 
wealth, in which the monarch 
is head of state «of 14 coun- 
tries. 

It would concern Prince 
Charles’ mother,- Queen Eli- 
zabeth II, whose consent 
would be required. 

. But, in an era where the 
monarchy has come undei 
unprecedented criticism, with 
one Briton ont of two doubt- 
ful it can survive another 50 
years, public opinion will 
jprobably be the chief deter- 
marring factor in what Prince 
Charles does. 

“The country is ready for a 
divorced monarch, bat not a 
remarried monarch,” said 
Nigel Evans, editor of Majes- 
ty magazine. 

“I don’t think the country 
is ready for Camilla to be the 
next queen,” be said. 


24 California counties in state of 
emergency as storms kill 5 people 


LOS ANGELES, Cafifomia 
(AFP) — At least five deaths 
were blamed on major flood- 
ing caused by more than a 
week of to rr en tial rain in 
California that have sent 
thousands fleeing their 
homes. 

Governor Pete Wilson de- 
clared 24 states of emergency 
in 24 counties and President 
Bill Clinton declared a feder- 
al disaster area, freeing up 
aid for rebuilding. 

Swollen rivers, falling trees 
and power fines have claimed 
at feast five lives in the past 
two days, one of them in 
udghbouring Oregon state. 

Some 10,000 people have 
been evacuated from their 
homes throughout the state.- 


Around 200 residents of 
Rio Undo, 23. kilometres (15 
miles) north, of Sacramento, 
die state capital, were 
ordered to leave their homes 
as Diy Creek spilled over its 
banks. 

“Water is almost to the top 
of street sens in some loca- 
tions,” said a spokeswoman 
for the sheriff’s department. 

The storms continued un- 
abated Tuesday for the 
eighth consecutive day 
pushing rivers to record 
levels especially m Napa and 
Sonoma counties. More rain 
was forecast through the 
weekend. 

National Guard helicopters 
were used to rescue residents" 
from one of the worst-hit 


areas in Guernevine, around 
100 kilometres- (60 miles)-, 
novth of San Franosco, as the. :j ; 
Russian River crested 5.2 
metres (17 feet) above flood 
stage. 

More than 30 centimetres 
(12 inches) of rain fell at 
Matihja Creek in venture 
County. 

“Tins is a 500-year rain 
event,” said Gary Ryan of 
the National Weather Ser- 
vice. 

Several highways were 
dosed to traffic because of 
flooding, and a 145- 
kilometre (90-mile) stretch 
of railroad track between Los 
Armeies and San Luis Obispo 
lay under water, forcing can- 
cellation of Amtrak services. 


U.S. eyes UNESCO return 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The White House wants to 
rejoin the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO) after a 10-year abs- 
ence but budget restraints 
and a hostile Congress have 
slowed the move. 

“In certain sectors of Bill 
Clinton's government and in 
the U.S. Congress, there is a 
growing interest to return to 
UNESCO, because for some 


time the conditions have ex- 
isted for the UJS. to return," 
Jorge Wertbein, director of 
the UNESCO office in New 
York told AFP Tuesday. 

The State Departm en t ag- 
nail ed die U.S. interest m 
returning to UNESCO by in- 
cluding $65 million for first 
year UNESCO dues in the 
.preliminary 1995-96 U.S. 
budget proposal. 

If the funding passed, it 
would restore money cut in 


1984 when the Republican 1 
adminis tration uMluuHh 
Reagan polled the plug on 
U.S. participation. 

Tbe Reagan administration 
baited out of the organisa- 
tion, bla sting UNESCO 
under the direction of Sena- 
galesc Amadou Mahtar 
JvTBow, accmrng him of pofi- 
tfeasmg the oi^anHation in 
favour of underdeveloped na- . 
tioos. 


WASHINGTON (R) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher Tuesday denied 
fresh rumours he was plan- 
ning to resign but privately, 
U.S. officials said he wanted 
to do so at the end of 1994 
but had been dissanded by 
the White House. 

‘Til just repeat and bore 
you with the same answer 
I’ve given many times be- 
fore.” Mr. Christopher told a 
brief news conference ahead 
of talks with Japanese Depu- 
ty Prime Minister Yohei 


“I have a very important 
agenda for next year which 
Fm committed to and Fm 
working hard on. Fm doing 
extensive consultations on 
Capitol HHl to try to be able 
to carry ont this agenda in the 
new bipartisan circumstances 
that eaosL” he said, referring 
to die Republican-controlled 
Congress. 

“So I just have to say... the 
rumours of my imminent de- 
parture are neither new nor 
accurate,” he added. 

The Boston Globe, in a 
front-page story, said Christ- 
opher told his dosest aides 
before Christmas he intended 
to on to leave the job he has 
described as the capstone of 
Ins career. 

A White House official 


told Reuters that after two 
difficult yean as secretary of 
state in which be endured 
often withering criticism, Mr.- 
Christopher in December 
was indeed “mulling over his 
future, assessing where be 
stood... it was not dear he 
was staying." 

But the White House, 
which is making a major 
effort to get Bin Clinton’s 
endangered presidency back 
on track with a renewed focus 
on domestic issues, “doesn't 
want to deal with this. They 
aren’t interested in talking 
about Christopher’s depar- 
ture,” he said. 

Meanwhile, stren^bemng 
his hand for the 1996 elec- 
tion, President Clinton plans 
to put die battered Democra- 
tic Party under an ally who 
would help him fight the 
costing political waxs, the 
White House said Tuesday. 

In a strategic move similar 
to one Republican President 
Ronald Reagan made in the 
1980s, Mr. Clinton would 
have Democratic Sen. Christ- 
opher Dodd of Connecticut, 
a seasoned and wily veteran 
of Washington politics, serve 
as part-time “general chair- 
man" and overseer of the 

Clinton planned to ' 
name Don Fowler, a former 
chief of South Carolina, 


as traditional “national chair- 
man” running the party's 
day-to-day operations. 

The choice of Sen. Dodd 
was a dear signal of bow die 
president means to rc-estab^ 
hsh his grip over a party 
demoralised by its election 
defeat in November last year, 
when it lost control of Con- 
gress to the Republicans for 
the first time in 40 years. 

Mr. Qinton needs to whip 
the party into fighting shape 
for what could be an uphill 
run for his own re-election. 

The Democrats have been 
without a leader since year’s 
end, when the resignation of 
former Chairman David 
Wflbelm. who had been criti- 
cised fix reflectiveness, took 
effect. 

Mr. Reagan, in the 1980s, 
elevated Nevada Sen. Paul 
Laxalt, a close personal 
friend and conservative soul- 
mate, to a similar “general 
chairman” post in the Repub- 
lican hierarchy. 

While Mr. Gimon’s choice 
of Sen. Dodd was not an 
exact parallel — Sen. Dodd 
befog much more the feisty 
activist than Sen. Laxalt — rt 
was the same sort of move, 
tailored to Mr. Clinton’s 
needs for an energetic and 
tr ustwo rthy ally and field 
general. 


Manila police arrest protesters at Papal residence 


MANILA (R) — Police 
arrested 21 women staging a 
protest outside the residence 
of the Papal envoy to Manila 
Wednesday on the eve of 
Pope John Paul II’s visit to 
the Philippines. 

The women had wanted to 
present a letter to the Pope 
urging him to seek the release 
of 29? political prisoners de- 
tained in PhUippine jails. 

Dozens of the prisoners 
have been on a hunger-strike 
for nine days demanding they 
be freed. 

The Pope is to arrive in 
Manila Thursday for a four- 
day visit at the start of a 
four-nation Asia-Pacific tour. 

“We urge you as the leader 
of one of the most powerful 
churches in the world today 
to listen to the voices of 
hundreds of prisoners of con- 
science still languishing in 
jaO,” said the demonstrators, 
who belong to the militant 
women's group Gabriela. 

The prisoners, most of 
whom belong to leftist 
groups, have accused the 
government of unjustly de- 
taining them by charging 
them with common crimes, 
such as murder. 

The police accused the 
women of illegal assembly. 


Philippine police have 
arrested two people sus- 
pected of posing a threat to 
the security of Pope John 
Paul, President Fidel Ramos 
said Wednesday. 

Mr. Ramos neither named 
the suspects nor gave their 
nationalities, saying only that 
further details would be dis- 
closed later. 

certain threat has been 
uncovered, a couple of peo- 
ple have been arrested with 
recriminating evidence,” Mr. 
Ramos told his weekly news 
conference. 

Manila newspapers, quot- 
ing police sources, said a 
Pakistani was arrested at the 
weekend while making 
bombs be planned to use in 
an attempt to kill the 74-year- 
old Pontiff. 

The Pope is to arrive in 
M a nil a Thursday at tire start 
of a gruelling 33,415 
-kilometres Asia-Pacific trip 
also taking in Papua New 
Guinea, Australia and Sri 
Lanka. 

In Manila, he trill take part 
in the celebration of World 
Youth Day, when up -to a 
raiQion young people from 
dozens of nations wifi listen 
to his m essage Sunday. 


Mr. Ramos said the gov- 
ernment had mustered a 
security force of 20,000 police 
to protect the Pope and the 
youth delegates. 

“We have assured rite holy 
father and his delegation and 
all his admirers, supporters 
and friends all over the world 
that the holy father wifi be 
safe during bis visit to the 
Philippines,” Mr. Ramos 
said. 

Newspapers said police 
seized four bombs and a 
priest's robes from the apart- 
ment of the arrested Pakista- 
ni, who reportedly arrived in 
the Phffippmes on Dec. 6. 

Residents of the b niktincr 

said police were alerted Fri- 
day night when smoke began 
to teak out of the Pakistani's 
sixth floor room. 

Police also found bomb- 
making equipment, timing 
devices, several Bibles and a 
picture of the Pontiff inside, 
the newspapers said. 

The apartment buffdmg is 
about 300 metres from the 
n unciat ure , or residence, of 
the Vatican’s envoy to the 
Philippines, where tire Pon- 
tiff is to stay dating bis visit. 

It stands on one of tire 
possible routes the Pope may 


use when he travels from the 
nunciature of Laneta Park to 
address the Youth Day dele- 
gates and celebrate mass. 

Police and intelligence offi- 
cials have so far declined to 
confirm the newspaper re- 
ports. 

The government recently 
alerted its embassies abroad 
to be on the lookout for 109 
suspected terrorists who 
might try to come to the 
Philippines during the Pope’s 
four-day visit. 

Officials said the 209 
names were provided by the 
Vatican. 

The Pope wfl] be txavejDing 
around Manila in a locally 
built “Popemobfle” capable - 
of withstanding attack by 
hand grenades and machine 
guns, officials said. 

They say the deployment 
Of the 20,000-strong security 
force around the Pope wifi 
make him the most tightly 
guarded foreign dignitary 
ever to viat Asia’s only main- 
ly Christian nation. 

• The Security deployment is, 
much larger than that mus- 
tered for other heads of state, 
including U.S. President Bfll .. 
Cfinton, who visited Manila 
last year, police Cofonel Jose 
Bandong said. 


doses tfas type of thing,” ; 
said. One essay in I .anient-; ■ 
said:“ A piece of meat in tho^< ; 

• shape of a man but without ' ; 
mind is not a human bemg>; • 
whether the body be deathly?; : 
111, damaged by acrident£- ; 
menfafiy Wank '- because ofri ; 
brain deficiency,- orrziminany>v ■ 
insane. Those people wbo ar«£> 
so mentally defective that^Y, 
they cannot live in societjK ; 
should, as soon as they ar^T; l 
identified as defective, be huC- J 
inanely dispatched.” The. j 
American Mensa Society' •* 
accepts only people whose ICF I 
is in the top 2 per cent of tins’ 2 
population. \ 

15-year-old girl 
arrestedfor o 

pimping 

TAIPEI (AFP)— A 15-year- ; 
old Taiwa ne se girl has been'^T 
arrested here for running a. 1 --' 
prostitution ring, police said'" 1 
Wednesday. The girl, identf- £ 
fied only as “Lee” because 1 *' 
she is a minor, was sent to 
juvenile court Wednesday 
charges of setting up a comp’*' 
pany caDed the “Night King- 
dom" last No v ember as 
front for prostitution. The- 4 '* 
suspect allegedly arranged* j 
for four of her female em?*-' 
ptoyees to entertain custom- 1 -' 1 { 
era at two unlicenced barsi^* 
skimming is per cent of the 
money earned by the em**? 
ployees, who were all older 
than her. Police said thafc^ 
after her arrest Tuesday, thed- 

girl mai ntained that she dkf 

not violate the law and wa 
just running a normal busi-- + 
ness. Prostitution is banned'- 
in Taiwan. y 

V 

. 3-year-old boy 
: expelled ffovn.- 
school for bi- 

sexual abuse 

LONDON (AFP) — A“" 
three-year-old boy was expel-' ^ 
led from an exclusive nursery j 
school for having sexually/., 
molested a three-year-old ^ 
classmate, it emerged Toes-' r '. 
day. The child was summarily; * 
kicked out of the Rose 
School in Cotswolds,*,- 
Gloucestershire, after he! ? 
allegedly touched a dasfr-/:; 
urate’s genitals and asked her ” ■ 
for sex, according to a High 11 
Court civil soft. The suit waif / 

^M^contend the* JOTtiS'* 1 
was unjustified, that they p ~ t. 
were not given a chance tq.V* 
respond to the allegations', 
ana who are seeking their 
son's reinstatement plus dam-," 
.ages. According to the court, 
writ, the gfcd’s mother had. 
complained to headmaster* 
Richard Lyne-Rrkis that the! 
boy had “Interfered” with,! 
her daughter and asked for, 
sex. The next day, said the* 
suit, Mr. Lyne-Frtiris expeK 
ted the boy. In a telephone,, 
interview with the Dady Ei^, 
press, the headmaster con-T.,.1 
firmed that the 163-year-ok£,' “ - 


over the expulsion, but de- “- 
chned to discuss details. “For*,,, 
a school of our probity to' 
take the action that was taken 
was not done without all dub ~ 
legal consultation,” he tokf- 
the Express. “These, dungs'" 
are exceedingly difficult and- 
exceedingly delicate.” Jadrie--- 
Mfller, of the Prcrfesomral 
Association of. Teachers;' ^; 
said, “I can’t believe a three-" ^ 
year-old is capable of de^ber-'-" 
ately doing tms. He has dear- 
iy seen something he” 
shouldn’t have had access to' 
and is copying it” -v* 

Chinese spend ; “ 


cosmetics 

.SHANGHAI (AFP) 
Chinese consumers axe be- 7 , 
coming, increasingly com’ * 
stious of their looks, spend--' 
ing 10 -bflEon yuan ($1.19“' 
bufion) on cosmetics last‘d 
year, a newspaper reported 
Tuesday- Bat Chinese; . 
women are abo.bbffled at the' ' 
wide dunce available and ' 


help, the Youth Daily said ! 
The' newspaper quoted ex-, 
pexts as saying that Chinese 
people had just began yv 
spend money on beauty an*" 
skincare products and mosT^ 
oonsumera were still ignorant 
about ~ skmcarc. 
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GALAXIES COLLIDE: This Hobble space telescope 
image released by National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration (NASA) shows a head-on collision between two 


galaxies in a true colour image of the Cartwheel Galaxy, 
located 500- million light years Grom Earth in the constella 


tion Sculptor. According to NASA the ring-like appearance 
is a direct result of an intruder galaxy “possibly one oT the 
two objects to the right of the ring 1 ' that passed through the 
core of the host galaxy (AFP photo) 


Colombo accused of breaking truce pact I Blasts 


COLOMBO (Agencies) — 
Sri,- Lanka's separatist Tamil 
Tigers accused the govern- 
ment Wednesday of violating 
a truce pact by restricting 
fishing in the troubled north- 
ern. waters, as a cabinet 
minister called for a perma- 
nent ceasefire. 

The rebel Liberatio n Ti - 
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
said over their clandestine 
radio, the Voice of Tigers, 
that President Chandrika 
Kumaratunga’s government 
violated their agreement by 
not totally lifting a ban on 
fishing. 

tWe agreed to keep away 
from army and navy camps in 
the.- northeast... But the gov- 
ernment has violated the 
-agreement by limiting fishing 
\or-12 hours during daytime," 
thtf radio said in a broadcast 
mpnitored by Tamil civilians. 
* The Tigers said their chief 
negotiator, Thamil Chelvam, 
who is also the head of the 
LTTE pofitieaf section, had 
already lodged a protest with 
the head of the government 
peace team, Kusumsiri Bala- 
patabendi. 

Following the truce agree- 
ment, which went into effect 
Sunday, the navy declared 
areas where fishing could be 
carried out in shallow waters. 
However, a ban on deep sea 
fishing was not lifted. 

The Tiger protest came as 
Energy Minister Anuruddha 
Rapvatte expressed the hope 
that the government would 
be able to esta blish a perma- 
nent "cessation of hostilities" 
with Tigers who have been 
battling for independence 


since 1972. 

A third round of talks be- 
tween the government and 
the LTTE is scheduled for 
Saturday in the Tiger-heid 
northern Jaffna peninsula. 

Mr. Ratwatte said the 
truce was holding satisfactori- 
ly and the government would 
shortly name two monitoring 
committees beaded by 
Norwegian nationals to 
observe the pact. 

“We will have two more 
committees when the Cana- 
dian representatives arrive 
here in the next 72 hours,' 1 
Mr. Ratwatte told reporters 
here Wednesday. He said 
Colombo was awaiting 
nominees from the Nether- 
lands. 

Mr. Ratwatte, who is also 
the deputy minister of de- 
fence under Mrs. Kumar- 
atunga, sand the government 
believed it could extend the 
"cessation of hostilities" with 
' the -Tigers. 

The pact signed by Mrs, 
g Kumaratunga and LTTE sup- 
remo Velupillai Prabhakaran 
gave no time limit for the 
truce, but Mrs. Kumaratunga 
declared Friday that it could 
initially be for two weeks. 

“We are convinced that the 
LTTE is doing its best to 
ensure that their cadres 
observe the cessation of hos- 
tilities agreement,” Mr. Rat- 
watte said adding that viola- 
tions so far had been minor. 

In the eastern Batticaloa 
district, the top security force 
commander Major General 
H.S. H apuarachchi met with 
LTTE area leader Karikalan 
at a Roman Catholic Church 


Seoul wants flexible policy 

SEOUL (Agencies) — Presi- m the North faced a crisis 


Pi Seoul wants : 

,~i3aeC SEOUL (Agencies) — Presi- 
•- dent Kim Young-Sam said 

: shjff Wednesday South Korea 

f" -;:v ^ - -7 ru.'ih^ t would adopt a “flexible and 
'^ijjciS creative" attitude towards 
J_ -Y_ t>. r tos iba t North Korea to help promote 
YY. ;:'Y'y s talks and exchanges between 
Jyy,. the'; two rivals. 

"YY r, sad t Mr. Kira , in a meeting with 
Y l^lpirkis 3? security-related cabinet 
•' r ministers to discuss his admi- 


-- 1 the South this year to try to 

x ' ^ jhjs drive a wedge between Seoul 

r Yr and Washington. 

~- r '.'zr “We will resolutely cope 

Y-Y . ... ;h=: wit!) this. But we need to take 

YY" Y--'» v-nihi^ 2 ^ a f^xible and creative atti- 
“ Y Z - . r„- tod? towards North Korea so 

- y that practical inter-Korean 
jifficuh ^ dialogue and exchanges can 
-* Y Y; “Yjcit- . ^ realised to meet the world 

proff^ treqd of easing tensions in the 
--- ; post-cold war era," Mr. Kim 

- - Y : ° . v'lp - 3 quoted by his spokesman 

- y-’y Y-hii cf^ « telling the meeting. 

: X* hiS r u Th e tnost important goal 
> z.'.r: : Y t hia? * in our diplomacy is to secure 

>Hy . peace and stability on the 

jld" : --’Y. Korean peninsula and open 
:s r-Y ’" r r “ the way for peaceful unifica- 
n( j tion," Mr. Kim said, 
i n°£S Sp® Unification Minister Kim 

1 X „ Deok said in his report to 

2 b O" President Kim the South 

~ would seek to expand econo- 
® * ppl ' miq cooperation with Pyon- 

. y- y H A L . art ^ gyapg arid was ready to back 

_ * the. North's bid to develop 

y! ., -:r-J s ‘ r !* economic ties with the rest of 

; VL»it i'-X (F thejworid. 

-> vu 2 * 1 ' u? . - 

r, ‘' u 4<G We will extend coopera- 

cn ’■ **°» tn case the North seeks 

■ “ to .|pin international econo- 

“tic organisations such as 
-rr arc ADB (Asian Development 


- — « ul to_iom imemanonai econo- 
■ iJQv ft “tic organisations such as 

’ 2r ~ ADB (Asian Development 

Y is:s n? £ ®Mtk) and IBRD (Interna- 
:Y<rr & V paly, ^ tional Bank for Reconstmc- 


“ofial Bank for Reconstmc- 


:hc ■ • J ' } 10n . and Development)," 

f h£i Kim Deok said, 

c, as Defence Minister Lee 

\]e ^ a ^S"Ho said the North 

4 none? ^ ““ght commit mih'tary pro- 
still t- 2 ^ yocation a^inst the South if 
X ?- *‘‘ S Jong-n’s administration 


m the North faced a crisis 
because of economic difficul- 
ties and other problems. 

Mr. Kim Jong-B, the son of 
supreme leader Kim H-Sung, 
was groomed for decades to 
take over from his father, 
who died last July. While 
hailed as leader in the state 
press, the younger Kim has 
yet to be formally named 
president or leader of the 
ruling Communist Party, rais- 
ing speculation of sickness or 
a power struggle. 

“The possibility of adven- 
■turou5 military provocation 
by North Korea still exists, so 
our armed forces will be fully 
ready to cope with any situa- 
tion," Mr. Lee said. 

Mr. Kim Young-Sam 
reiterated his government’s 
support for construction of 
new nuclear reactors in the 
North as part of a deal signed 
last October between 
Washington and Pyongyang 
to freeze the North’s sus- 
pected nuclear weapons 
programme. 

Mr. Kim told cabinet 
ministers this should be the 
“first joint project for nation- 
al development” between the 
Korea*. 

South Korea is expected to 
pay most of the $4 billion 
needed to provide light-water 
reactors to replace the 
North’s graphite reactors, 
which produce more bomb- 
grade plutonium. 

Also Wednesday, a South 
Korean oil refinery loaded a 
Chinese tanker with a ship- 
ment bound for. the North, 
part of the U.S.-North Ko- 
rean deal. 

Washington agreed to 
arrange a long-term supply of 
fuel oil to the North while the 
new nuclear reactors are 
built. 

A spokesman for Honam 
Oil Refinery Co Ltd said the 
67,436-deadweight tonne Da 
Oing was one of two tankers 


Wednesday, defence officials 
said. 

“They had a brief meeting 
to discuss ways of avoiding 
accidental violations of tbe 
pact. Both had tea and it was 
a cordial meeting," the offi- 
cial said. 

The military has listed as 
the main violation a grenade 
attack on their troops outside 
the northeastern Weli Oya 
army camp Tuesday. Mr. 
Ratwatte denied the array 
fired back but defence 
sources said there was a 15- 
minute firefight. 

Military commanders have 
privately expressed concern 
over construction activity 
along Tiger defence lines, 
especially in the island's 
northern province where the 
rebels have been enjoying an 
advantage over security 
forces. 

Meanwhile unidentified 
attackers set fire to r a shrine 
room, and damaged stattie^or. 
the Buddha aTa.tempfe patfj: 
side Sri Lanka’s capital Col- " 
ombo Wednesday, a day af- 
ter a fire at a Catholic 
Church. 

Some residents linked the 
temple attack and the church 
fire to Pope John Paul’s visit 
this month and Buddhist an- 
ger over his comments on 
their religion in his best- 
selling book. 

But Inspector-General of 
Police Frank Silva denied 
there was any connection. “I 
can’t read any connection. It 
has not been established by 
the evidence received so far 
of the two incidents," he told 1 
reporters. 

on N. Korea 

which would carry a total of 
50,000 tonnes of bunker C oil 
from the port of Yochon, 300 
kilometres south of Seoul, to 
the northeastern North Ko- 
rean port of Sonbong. 

The tanker is expected to 
leave Thursday while a 
second ship, the Liberian- 
registered Lark Lake, will 
leave Friday, the company 
official said. 

North Korea Monday 
announced it would open its 
ports to U.S. shipping and 
cargo. 

In Washington, three-way 
talks between the United 
States, South Korea and 
Japan resumed Monday on 
providing North Korea with 
new nuclear technology. 

Former U.S. Ambassador 
to Seoul James Lilly and 
three other American experts 
including a U.S.-based Ko- 
rean professor will visit North 
Korea Saturday, Yonhap 
News Agency said Wednes- 
day. 

“I’ve learned that a North 
Korean institute has asked 
Mr. Lilly, former ambassador 
and three experts including a 
Korean professor in the Un- 
ited States to visit Pyon- 
gyang," Yonhap quoted a 
South Korean government 
official as saying. 

The North’s invitation, re- 
portedly by an academic in- 
stitute, was interpreted here 
as a step to accelerate the 
pace of rapprochement be- 
tween Washington and Pyon- 
gyang, kicked off by the land- 
mark Oct. 21 Geneva nuclear 
agreement. 

The U.S. delegation, dur- 
ing their one-week stay in 
Pyongyang, was likely to 
stress the importance of prog- 
ress in inter-Korean dialogue 
as well as fullfilment of the 
nuclear accord, the South 
Korean official was quoted as 
saying. 


U.N., contact group push on 
with Bosnia peace process 


rock main 
Angolan 
air base 

LUANDA (Agencies) — 
Angola's main air base, 
Catumbela, was rocked by 
several explosions Tuesday 
night, a government source 
said Wednesday. 

"There was a huge fire and 
we could hear explosions all 
night. Everyone could hear it 
in Benguela,” he said by tele- 
phone from the Western 
coastal city of Benguela. 

The cause of the explosions 
was not immediately known. 

Catumbela is 30 kilometres 
north of Benguela and most 
of Angola's estimated 130 
operational MiG and Sukhoi 
fighter aircraft were based 
there, the sources aid. 

- r ~" t - t . •" 

1 But he. q uated'fi refigh te rs 
tas sayingtfiey Believe none of 
the aircraft had been dam- ' 
aged in the explosions. 

"The firemen were work- 
ing all through the night and 
it seems to be under control 
now," he said Wednesday 
morning. 

An Antonov transport air- 
craft landed at Catumbela 
Tuesday evening and the ex- 
plosions started soon after- 
wards, he said. 

The aircraft based in 
Catumbela were used in 
bombing raids against UN- 
ITA rebel positions before 
the signing of a ceasefire be- 
tween the Angolan govern- 
ment and UNITA two 
months ago halting nearly 20 
years of civil war. 

An agreement between 
military chiefs of the Angolan 
army and UNITA to streng- 
then a recent ceasefire has 
boosted the chances for a 
peace summit between Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo Dos San- 
tos and rebel leader Jonas 
Savimbi. 

A channel for regular com- 
munications is to be opened 
between the government 
chief of staff. General Jose 
Baptista De Matos, and his 
UNITA counterpart. Gener- 
al Arlindo Chienda Pena 
“Ben-Ben", under their 
accord, reached at a meeting 
Tuesday. 

The two men called for an 
immediate end to all clashes 
and agreed to disengage their 
armies, particularly in sensi- 
1 five areas such as Uige pro- 
vince in the north, Huambo 
in the centre and Luena in 
the east, as well as exchang- 
ing prisoners. 

Groups of officers from 
both the army and the 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) are to be formed to 
oversee demining operations. 
The government estimates 
that more than 15 million 
mines have bene laid during 
the civil war, which began in 
1975. 

During the talks at Chipita 
in Huambo province, Gen. 
Dos Matos said that “about 
300" South African merce- 
naries had been fighting with 
government soldiers and a 
slightly smaller number with 
UNITA, which was once 
backed by the former apar- 
theid regimes in Pretoria. 
Gen. “Ben-Ben" refuted the 
charge. 

Gen. Dos Matos and Gen. 
“Ben-Ben" are due to hold 
further talks on Jan. 25. 
either at Caaja in Huambo 
province or at Wako in the 
central western province of 
Cuanza Sul. 


SARAJEVO (R) — United 
Nations officials and 
mediators from the interna- 
tional “contact group” on 
Bosnia sought to push for- 
ward the faltering peace pro- 
cess Wednesday as the latest 
ceasefire came under increas- 
ing pressure. 

Officials from the five con- 
tact group nations — the 
United States, Russia, Ger- 
many, Britain and France — 
were scheduled to meet Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 
Milosevic in Belgrade before 
heading for Sarajevo and the 
Bosnian Serb stronghold of 
Pale. 

At Sarajevo Airport, army 
commanders from the Serb. 
Croat and Muslim armies met 
under the chairmanship of 
the U.N. military comman- 
der in Bosnia, Lieutenant- 
General Sir Michael Rose, in 
an attempt to put the cease- 
fire process back on track. 

The four-month cessation 
of hostilities agreement 
signed on Dec. 31 has been 
threatened by an intermin- 
able row between the Serbs 
and the Muslim-led Bosnian 
government army over the 
status of a demilitarised zone 
near Sarajevo. 

The United Nations had 
despatched yet another foot 
patrol to the Mount Igman 
demilitarised zone to verify 
whether government troops 
had vacated it as promised 
under the truce. 

U.N. sources said 151 Bos- 
nian troops were caught in- 
side the zone by a U.N. 
patrol Monday night after 
government leaders had in- 
sisted the withdrawal had 
been completed. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Major Herve Gourmelon 
said the ceasefire was gener- 
ally holding in most of Bos- 
nia, except for the northwest- 
ern enclave of Bihac. 

U.N. observers counted 
200 artillery explosions and a 
similar number of small arms 
bursts around Velika Kladusa 
in the north of the Bihac 
pocket, marking a sharp re- 


surgence of fighting there. 

The clashes appeared to pit 
the Bosnian government 
army against Muslim rebels 
under warlord Fikret Abdic 
but not rebel Krajina Serbs 
from Croatia who were pre- 
viously involved. 

“We have indications, 
although they are not yet 
confirmed because our obser- 
vers can’t move around free- 
ly, that the Krajina Serbs 
have withdrawn progressively 
from the area over the past 
few days.” Maj. Gourmelon 
said. 

A U.N. official in the 
Bihac enclave told Reuters 
sporadic artillery and small 
arms fire could be heard 
Wednesday. 

Other incidents elsewhere 
in Bosnian made clear that 
the ceasefire agreeemnt was 
already showing signs of 
strain. 

Increased Bosnian govern- 
ment troop movements were 
noticed in southwestern Bos- 
nia, in the Mostar region in 
particular. 

Tensions rose around the 
U.N.-protected Muslim en- 
clave of Srebrenica in eastern 
Bosnia when Bosnian Serbs 
started moving troops close 
to front lines. 

"This provoked small arms 
fire from the Bosnian govern- 
ment side." Maj. Gourmelon 
told reporters. 

He also said Bosnian gov- 
ernment troops were block- 
ading the U.N.-controlled 
Tuzla airfield in northern 
Bosnia in a protest over the 
stationing of a Serb liaison 
officer there under terms of 
the mice accord. 

He said government sol- 
diers were violating the spirit 
of the deal signed by their 
high command which pro- 
vided in part for the presence 
of Serb liaison ofneers in 
U.N. compounds situated 
within government territory. 

“Both warring parties 
agreed to an exchange of 
liaison officers. This situation 
is unacceptable,” Maj. Gour- 


melon said. 

The contact group envoys 
agreed on their trip to Serbia 
and Bosnia after a meeting in 
Paris where they heard a 
report from U.S. Assistant 
Secretary of State Richaid 
Holbrooke, who held tough 
talks with Bosnian govern- 
ment leaders earlier this 
week. 

“The mood was one of 
determination to give the 
peace process another last 
heave." a diplomat in Paris 
said. 

In Washington, the State 
Department denied Tuesday 
that there were differences 
with he Bosnian government 
over the peace plan. It in- 
sisted that Bosnia’s Serbs 
must accept the international 
plan for the future of the 
Balkan republic before fresh 
negotiations could begin be- 
tween the warring factions. 

The “contact group" and 
the United Nations hope the 
ceasefire, which went into 
effect 11 days ago, will take 
root and help produce a re- 
sumption of negotiations. 

The Bosnian government 
and the U.S. embassy in 
Sarajevo were unable to con- 
firm speculation that former 
U.S. President Jimmy Car- 
ter, who brokered the cease- 
fire when he visited Bosnia 
last month, would return to 
the region this week. 

Meanwhile Croatia’ Prime 
Minister Nikica Valentic said 
Wednesday Croatia will not 
extend the mandate of the 
U.N. Protection Force (UN- 
PROFOR) in the third of its 
country occupied by Serbs 
when it expires at the end of 
January. 

Croatia's interpretation of 
the mandate differs from 
that of the United Nations 
Security Council, which says 
it runs until the end of March 
after being renewed for six 
months on Sept. 30. 

Mr. Valentic's government 
has approved UNPROFOR’s 
mandate in the Krajina re- 
gion of Croatia that is occu- 


pied by the Serbs until Jan. 
31 but will not extend it 
beyond that date, Mr. Valen- 
tic told a news conference 
during a five-day visit to Chi- 
na. 

“The UNPROFOR has 
not fulfilled its task there,” 
he said. “What the UNPRO- 
FOR is doing in Croatia is to 
maintain the status quo, 
actually providing aid to the 
Serbs through giving oil and 
food to them. 

“Under such circumst- 
ances, we cannot agree to the 
renewal of the mandate." 

Under the Security Council 
resolution, U.N. Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali must 
give a progress report by Jan. 
20 on what has been done to 
implement plans to reunite 
Croatia with the region occu- 
pied by the Serbs. 

The Security Council also 
promised to consider this 
month a review of the man- 
date. 

On Thursday Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
will make a detailed state- 
ment to Dr. Ghali on the 
UNPROFOR issue, Mr. 
Valentic said. 

Zagreb wants to resume 
control of Krajina and is 
angry with UNPROFOR be- 
cause it has not been able to 
do so. 

The decision not to extend 
the mandate does not mean 
Croatia has chosen war, Mr. 
Valentic said, adding that 
both Serbia and Croatia 
know the consequence of 
war. He was referring to their 
bitter 1991 conflict during the 
collapse of the former Yugos- 
lavia. 

Speaking of Bosnia, Mr. 
Valentic said all parties — 
especially Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro — must reach a 
peaceful political settlement 
in the remaining three and a 
half months of the four- 
month ceasefire. 

“If not, there is a danger of 
an escalation of the conflict 
which might extend to the 
whole former Yugsolavia or 
even outside," he said. 


Former Rwandan soldiers raid Ashing village 


r KIGALI Soldiers 

loyal to Rwanda's ousted' 
government raided a remote 
fishing' village Wednesday in 
the first big attack since they 
fled into exile last July, a 
U.N. spokesman said. 

They were driven back into 
Zaire after a two-hour gun- 
battle with government 
troops. Captain Stephane 
Grenier told reporters. 

About 50 armed men 
attacked Nyamasheke in 
southwest Rwandan and 
ambushed 20 fishermen, he 
said. 

Capt. Grenier gave no 
casualty details but said up to - 
5ix Rwandan fishermen were 


missing - and several . .boat* ? 
were stolen by the retreating 
gunmen. " ' • y- . 

The commander of “the' 
U.N. Assistant Mission In 
Rwanda, Major-General 
Guy Tousignant, said the 
attack could signal tbe start of 
a “well-consolidated and 
well-planned insurgency cam- 
paign” by the exiled troops. 

About 30,000 troops and 
10,000 militiamen of the for- 
mer Hutu-led government 
fled to Zaire when rebels of 
the Rwanda Patriotic Front 
seized power in July after a 
three-month war. 

They are blamed for the 
genocide of an estimated one 


million Rwandans, most of-- 
, them fjom the Tutsi minor- 
ity, Between April. anB July.' 

U.N. officials and foreign 
aid workers say they are con- 
trolling refugee camps inside 
Zaire to use as bases for a 
new war. 

Meanwhile the Rwandan 
government is threatening to 
expel more than 60 interna- 
tional aid agencies that flock- 
ed to the country after last 
year's war, massacres and re- 
fugee crisis. 

A senior government offi- 
cial said they had failed 10 
register with the government 
by a deadline set for Monday. 

Christine Matone, director 


of the ministry co-ordinating , 
the relief effort, £ajd the gov-' 
. ernment, had a right to known 
who was working in the coun- 
tiy. 

“The government had no 
capacity to regulate NGOs 
(non-governmental organisa- 
tions) in the emergency 
period and we could not let 
the people suffer so we let the 
NGOs in," Ms. Matone told 
Reuters. 

“Now we are' ready to co- 
ordinate their activities, not 
just for our benefit but for 
their’s as well. We have to 
prioritise aid delivery and to 
do that we must know who is 
operating." 


Pro-Balladur minister accuses Chirac of ‘demagogy’ 


PARIS (Agencies) — The 
opening shots of the French 
presidential campaign were 
fired Wednesday after a 
minister who backs likely 
frontrunner Edouard Baha- 
dur accused his main rival 
Jacques Chirac of “demago- 
gic” electioneering. 

Defence Minister Francois 
Leotard was immediately ac- 
cused of being Mr. Bahadur's 
“mud-slinger" after the 
attack on Mr. Chirac's com- 
ments on scrapping national 
service. 

Prime Minister Bahadur 
and Paris Mayor Chirac are 
seen as the likely main candi- 
dates in the two-round April/ 
May polls to replace Socialist 
President Francois Miner- 
rand. 

Mr. Leotard's comments, 
not his first on the subject but 
his first directly targening 
Mr. Chirac, sparked an im- 
mediate rebuke Wednesday 
morning by the defence 
spokesman of Chirac's Rally 
For the Republic (RPR) par- 
ty - 

Pierre Lehouche said Mr. 
Leotard “is confusing the 
post of defence minister with 
that of mud-slinger of the 
Matignon (Bahadur's office) 
in the presidential cam- 
paign." 

Mr. Chirac launched the 
row Tuesday by calling for 
national service in the French 
armed service to be phased 
out, to be replaced by a 
professional army “within 
five to 10 years." 

The neo-GauIlist leader, 
who announced his Candida- 
cy for the presidenrials in 
November, has been trailing 
Mr. Bahadur in opinion 
polls. The premier is ex- 
pected to declare next week. 

Mr. Leotard immediately 
attacked Mr. Chirac's prop- 
osal, saying it was only being 
brought up for electoral gain, 
and would be far too expen- 
sive, and would not be able to 
be properly equipped. 


Despite his avowed sup- 
port for Mr. Bahadur in the 
race to replace Mr. Mitter- 
rand. he continued: “I am 
indifferent to the interests of 
whichever candidate... what 
I'm concerned about is the 
interest of France. 

“1 don’t think you can win 
an election by flattering peo- 
ple." he added. 

The exchange was seen as 
the first gloves -off tussle at a 
ministerial level in the three- 
month campaign expected to 
be launched in earnest when 
Mr. Balladur formally 
announces his candidacy next 
week, possibly as early as 
Wednesday. 

"By accusing Jacques Chir- 
ac of demagogy about prop- 
osed reforms in national ser- 
vice, Francois Leotard does 
no honour to the office he 
holds." Mr. Lelloche added 
in a statement. Mr. Lehouche 
is a diplomatic advisor to Mr. 
Chirac on defence issues. 

Meanwhile, another row 
was brewing in the Chirac 
and Bahadur camps Wednes- 
day — over the financing of 
the rwo candidates’ cam- 
paigns. Both are members of 
the RPR — but Mr. Chirac 
was its head until announcing 
his presidential ambitions. 

On Wednesday RPR depu- 
ty head Jean-Jacques de 
Pereni, a Chirac supporters, 
rejected a proposal by a pro- 
Bahadur RPR deputy for the 
party to fund both candi- 
dates' campaigns on an equal 
basis. 

"1 find that extraordin- 
ary.” he said, arguing that 90 
per cent of the federations 
which make up the RPR had 
expressed support for Mr. 
Chirac, who was therefore 
the official candidate. 

“We have created an asso- 
ciation to fund the campaign 
of Jacques Chirac... I believe 
that is the wav the candidates 
must do it," he added, accus- 
ing Mr. Balladur of trying to 
“steal the treasure” of the 


RPR. ‘ “The presidential election. 

Meanwhile. Mr. Balladur. as General (Charles) De 
hitting back at Mr. Chirac, Gualle intended, give the 
said "Tuesday his government people the choice.” he said. 

had carried out more refor ms He also said he- had a copy of 

than any administration for Mr. Chirac's book and would 


decades. 

Surfing on* a tidal wave of 
opinion polls ahead of the 
expected announcement of 
his presidential Candidacy 
next week, Mr. Balladur used 
a new year press reception to 
strike back at Mr. Chirac's 
charges of immobility and 
timid conservatism. 

Without mentioning the 
Paris mayor by name, the 
prime minister challenged 
critics to say “whether there 
has been a more reformist 
government in France for 
many dozens of years." 

Oozing self-confidence, 
Mr. Balladur said there could 
be no dispute that the French 
economy was in a better state 
than when he took office in 
April 1992. 

“France is getting better. It 
is just a start and it is not yet 
sufficient, but it seems to me 
that we have taken the right 
direction and many things 
have changed." he said. 

He cited the return of eco- 
nomic growth, the stabilisa- 
tion of unemployment, albeit 
at a near record 12.6 per cent 
of the workforce, and a slight 
reduction in public sector de- 
ficits. 

His optimism contrasted 
with the gloom of Mr. Chirac 
who Monday painted a pic- 
ture of a politically paralysed, 
economically enfeebled and 
socially divided country “at 
the mercy of a social explo- 
sion which could occur very 
soon.” 

Mr. Balladur declined to 
unveil his intentions for the 
election to be held on April 
23 and May 7 but made clear 
he would not be deterred 
from running by the support 
of a significant part of the 
Gaullist RPR party for Mr. 
Chirac. 


read it “with great interest." 

An opinion poll published 
Tuesday confirmed recent 
surveys showing Mr. Balla- 
dur was extending his already 
wide lead over other pres- 
idential hopefuls. 

The IFOP survey, for the 
French magazine's L’Ex- 
press, indicated he would 
beat Mr. Chirac by 64 per 
cent to 36 per cent in a 
run-off and defeat any other 
contender by a similar mar- 
gin. A month ago. Mr. Baha- 
dur had a 61 to 39 per cent 
lead over Mr. Chirac. 

Since the withdrawal of his 
most serious socialist rival, 
European Commission Presi- 
dent Jacques Delors, Mr. 
Balladur has started to 
appear unbeatable, especially 
since his successful handling 
to last month’s Air France 
airliner hijacking by Algerian 
Islamic fundamentalists. 

Commentators say only an 
unexpected scandal or a ma- 
jor social conflict could en- 
danger Mr. Balladur’s 
seemingly inexorable drive to 
succeed Socialist President 
Francois Mitterrand, even 
though opponents argue Mr. 
Delors has shown he is not 
invincible. 

On Tuesday evening, Mr. 
Balladur told about 60 parlia- 
mentarians from the Republi- 
can Party (PR), a junior part- 
ner in the ruling coalition. 
That he would announce his 
decision on whether to run 
just after a special parliamen- 
tary session ends on Jan. 18. 

Some PR deputies pre- 
dicted Mr. Balladur’s 
announcement of his can- 
didacy would be on Jan. 19. 
Political sources said Mr. 
Balladur was likely to begin 
active campaigning only in 
March. 
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Track in trouble 


In light of the recent killing of nine 
Palestinians at the hands of Israeli 
security forces, the failure of the latest 
Israeli-Palestinian negotiations in 
Cairo came as no surprise to obser- 
vers. What made the latest kilting? 
even more ominous is the fact that 
Israeli undercover agents were de- 
ployed to seek out Palestinians 
opposed to the PLO-Israeli peace 
accord and liquidate them. This Israeli 
posture will surely undermine the 
legitimacy of the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) and make a mockery 
of self-rule negotiations. With the 
Palestinian elections still off the target 
date agreed upon by the two sides, 
redeployment of Israeli soldiers no- 
where in sight and settlement activity 
still continuing, it would seem that the 
Palestinian-Israeli track is once again 
dangerously stalemated. 

We would like nothing better than 
to see negotiations restarting in ear- 
nest between Israeli and Palestinian 
teams on the basis and in the spirit of 
their 1993 Oslo accord. But it appears 
that outside intervention has become 
necessary to put the Palestinian-Israeli 
talks on track again. Left alone, the 
parties would only drift further apart, 
to a point probably beyond redemp- 
tion. Before anything is done, howev- 
er, Israelis most cease and desist from 
taking the lives of Palestinians on a 
systematic basis, and they must stop 
their colonisation programme in the 
West Bank. Institutionalisation of 
state terrorism and continued exprop- 
riation of Palestinian land are the last 
thing the parties need, especially in 
view of the precarious situation and 
negative climate that exist in the re- 
gion generally. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


IBRAHIM AL Absi, a writer in A1 Ra’i, Wednesday 
strongly attacked Israel for delaying the implementation of 
the Oslo agreement with the Palestinians. If after two years 
on the signing of the Oslo deal. Israel is still dragging its 
feet on redeploying its forces and paving the ground for the 
Palestine National Authority to take over the responsibility 
for the Palestinian people, we wonder when will the Rabin 
government be ready to implement the final phase of that 
deal, granting the Palestinians a greater measures of 
freedom and enabling them to run their own affairs, said 
the writer. It is clear to all that Israel, through its continued 
occupation of Arab lands, its repressive measures against 
the Palestinians, and through its blockade imposed on 
Jerusalem and the rest of the occupied West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, is delaying the implementation of the Oslo and 
Cairo agreements. By so doing, said the writer, Israel is not 
only making a mockery of all agreements with the Arabs 
but it is also showing its resolve never to puU out its forces 
from the lands that have teen under occupation since 1967. 
Nothing, said the writer, can be expected from the United 
Nations or the co-sponsors of the Middle East peace 
process and therefore it is up to the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), which concluded the Oslo deal, to 
find a way to force Israel to honour its commitments. 

SHARIF ZEID's visits Tuesday to the Lower and Upper 
Houses of Parliament and his talks with their speakers 
reflect the government's determination to work hand in 
band with the legislative authority in order to ensure a 
smooth march of democracy and remove all obstacles in the 
path of future cooperation, said A1 Ra’i in an editorial 
Wednesday. The paper said the government, like all others 
before it, can never succeed in implementing reform 
programmes or deal with chronic and pressing issues at. 
hand without dose cooperation with Parliament. It is to be 
noted that the presence of a large number of deputies in the 
present government, representing different blocs and 
political orientations, is something in favour of the govern- 
ment and gives it an advantage needed for the endorsement 
of draft laws, added the daily. It said that the success of the 
present government in handling such issues like unemploy- 
ment or poverty depends to a large extent on the dose 
cooperation it will get from Parliament. 


View from Academia 


By Dr. AJunadY- M^jdeubeh 


Our society vis-a-vis our 




LAST WEEK, I wrote in this column about the need for 
cultural orientation to our students who plan lengthy stays 
abroad, prior to their departure, with the aim of 
their “intercuhuraP experience both more enjoyable 
worthwhile. As large numbers of our students head west 
and east annually, the task and the effort of preparing them 
well for what is Co come are certainly worth it. 

But we have another obligation to these students, one 
which is equally significant — namely, to help them 
readjust upon their return. By “readjustment,” 1 mean two 
things at once: a conscious attempt to help the returnees 
adapt smoothly within their own culture, from winch they 
unavoidably have been somewhat estranged, and a sincere 
desire on our part to make effective use of die valuable 
p e r sp ect i ve they bring bads with them in our everlasting 
pursuit of social amehoratioa and development. 

Some may fold it strange to talk about readjustment (in 
the two senses of foe word) for people who have been away 
from their mother culture for a relatively short period of 
time, 4-6 years for the majority. But it is not. 

First of all, foe gap between our present-day Arab 
culture and the contemporary cultures m which many of 
our students reside for a while is quite big indeed. Most of 
the cultures our students get exposed to are, despite the 
many striking similar ities and affinities, diametrically 
opposed to ours. The ideals they cherish, the models of 
benavionr and practices they encourage, the moral values 
and e thics they promote are remarkably different from 
ours. And so are the norms, habits, customs, regulations, 
ruin, laws and other means and ways of living. 

Secondly, the 4-6 years are long enough and important 
enough (despite their seeming statistical insignificance) to 
make our students' encounter (brief but intense and 
intimate) with foreign cultures quite consequential. They 
are krag enough to make mamaf lovers develop a “burn- 
ing” taste for Chinese food and insist on it when they dine 
out on special occasions (for example), even though many 
of them do not relish it in the least when they first have it. 
are kmg enough to make soccer fans love American 
and baseball (two games they at first take to be 
inscrutable and silly), to make people use “I” and “my” 
(even though they have previously been brought up to use 
“we" and “ours”), to make them speak of “pnvate space” 
in mother cultures where there is no notion of it, to make 
them speak of “career” in societies where jobs are taken 
less seriously than casual volley ball, to make them speak of 
“equal opportunity” and “fairness” in countries where 
“wasita” and personal connections have the ultimate say, 
etc. 

Thirdly, whether we like it or not, we the Arab World of 
today live at a moment in history in wind) most of the 
countries our students seek for education purposes are 
noticeably more powerful than ours: they are me “first” 
world, wc arc the “third”; they are the “advanced,” we are 
the “underdeveloped” or the “developing” (when they 
speak encouragingly to ns or when we speak encouragingly 


of ourselves); they are the rich, lucky “north,” wo are the 
unfortunate “poor” south (even though we possess oceans . 
of til and mountains of gold)- Admittedly, the terminology . 
may not be particularly flattering or palatable. The 
characterisation, however, is to an extent correct —sadly. 
Measure d according to Ibn Khaldoun’s cyclical scheme of 
history, we lie closer to the bottom than the centre (and 
“fast faffing,” some would add). Forget the good oW, 
glorious days of the forefathers, winch are more remote 
a m j d fctant than the north pole. The point here is that, 
because of the situation just described, the influence of 
foreign cultures on our students is inevitably quite power- 
ful. Keep in min d the fact that most of them go and come 
back, believing in their heart of hearts (much, to their 
dismay) that their contemporary societies are in many 
aspects “inferior” to other societies. 

Talk to people who have recently come from abroad, or 
to those who have not yet recovered from the home 
“culture shock,” or may never recover, even though they 
have been bade for quite some time now. You win be 
MTiwied at how “disappointed” they are, how “frustrated,” 
how “shocked.” There is a “home” culture shock. 

A former student of mine, who has spent his entire fife in 
this part erf the world and b bade from a one-year training 
course in one of the more “advanced” countries on today’s 
earth, said to me the other day, “I was more shocked 
culturally when 1 came back then when I arrived abroad. 
Everything is wrong here, the way people speak, the way 
they walk in foe street, the way they drive, the way they 
conduct business, the way they think about their jobs, the 
way they buy, the way they sell, the way they have 
weddings, the way they go on picnics, foe way they 
socialise...” A friend of mine tells me he still flirts with the 
idea of writing a book he has hoped to write for years 
entitled “Three Months in Hell" describing the ugly 
encounter with bureaucracy and bureaucrats at the institu- 
tion he now works at. Three months of filling out 
applications, refilling applications which were lost or 
mrspianed, arguing with mindless employees about mind- 
less regulations and laws, obtaining stupid signatures on 
trivial docaments, carrying documents from one desk to the 
other or from one office to an office next door because the 
messenger was on leave or because the employee was too 
lazy and cardless to cany them himself, laughing at stupid 
jokes he (fid not think particularly funny, finding connec- 
tions to pressure connections to pull a few strings for him 
here and there, and so on. 

There is some exaggeration here. Surely the situation is 
not that bad, nor is it that different from the countries our 
ret ur n ee s have come back from. One of the worst 
experiences with bureaucracy I have ever had was with a 
motor vehicle department in a very advanced country, one 
of the most vexing, most painful flight delays I have ever 
had was also at an airport in a most avilised and developed 
European country. Yes, many of our people returning from 
abroad tend to romanticise the countries they have been to 
and tend to exaggerate the “badness” of what they 


expe rien ce at home. Those coming from America tend to 
took at. thing* t hroug h. Americanised eyes, those from 
Germany through Germanised, eyes, and those from 
RomaniatinoviguRomanianisedcyes. Admittedly ^there- 
fore, their eyesight needs to be somewhat rea djusted . 
Generally, these people find tifemsehres, upon their return, 
fmght up (quite hastily and nncoittfortably) between two 
cultures. . 

At the same time, however, they have a valid point they 
wish tri make — behind .the exaggeration and amidst the 
H mumtichiiw -and dhtartion’ -Their stay abroad and the 
experienesfoey have had enable them to see what many of 
us do not see, do not want to see, or see but have taken for 
' gr a nte d and have .oven' up on~ The fresh perspective our 
returnees bringlwfth them is valnable and ought to be 
listened to, thought about, debated in public and encour- 
aged. No one can convince me that the Way they drive in 
Los Angdes or New York is half as bad as foie way we drive 
in Cairo, Damascus or Amman. This is a feet. No one can 
convince me that Wasita is half as bad in the U.S. and even 
Italy dr Greece as it is in Arab societies. -This is another 
feet. 

What do wc do? Under foe circumstances, I believe font 
our r eturnees have to meet society half-way , and our 
society has to meet our returnees half-way. It is a mistake 
of our people- who come from abroad to want or 
change to haippen overnight or to be extreme in 
approach. -And it is a mistake for our society, represented 
by onx various fo rmal institutions, to neglect, discount, 
disregard, suppress or oppress constructive criticism. There 
has to be a nnddle-ground. On the one hand, we do not 
wanttobeccnmeaUSA, a Britain, or a Japan (or a strange 
mix of all). On foe other hand, we do not accept for the 
present-day Arab World to be the largely flavourless, 
spiceless, characterless, and impotent world it seems to 
be. We want our returnees, each in hu/faer own way, to 
help our society find itself, and we want our society to help 
the. returnees to help it. 

This is largely the job 'of our institutions. -They are 
entrusted with foe holy mission of overseeing the develop- 
ment of our society; they are the captains of the ship and 
the masters of our fate. It is their duty (and this is foe point 
I wish to insis t upon here) to take our ret urn ees by the 
hand, listen to them honestly, scrutinise what they say, 
giving it a chance and a try if it sounds reasonable. And we 
want the institutions to defend thesr point when they 
disagree, to argue, to justify, to persuade and convince. 
Unfortunately, many of our institntions do not do this at 
present — or do not do enough. Generally, they lend not a 
sympathetic but a deaf ear to those who try to suggest new 
ways and approaches. This is a mistake. Change is 
un c omfortable, but it is a must. 

We need to help those of ns who crane from abroad to 
readjust, connect and contribute, not to ignore their 
perspective or undermine it. Their intercultoral experience 
is an asset 


Israeli land seizures threaten peace deal 




BULLDOZERS WERE -at 
work again recently near 
the West B ank settlement 
of Efrat, preparing the 
ground for new Jewish 
homes on land that nearby 
Palestinians daim is theirs. 

A high profile protest 
obliged the Israeli govern- 
ment to hah die bulldozers 
from ploughing up a nearby 
hdL But the work has been 
moved to another piece of 
land, which is equally con- 
tested by local Palestinians. 

Recent protests over 
Israeli settlement and land 
seizures have exposed the 
vast disparity between the 
perception in die world at 
large that peace has been 
made with the Palestinians 
and the reality of continued 
conflict on the ground. 

The row has also re- 
vealed more powerfully 
than ever foe weakness of 
the Oslo deal, signed by 
Yasser Arafat chairman of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). Since 
the Oslo signing land sei- 
zures have continued and 
Israel has now declared 70 
per cent of the West Bank 
as “state land,” while the 
number of settlors rose last 
year by 10 per cent. More 
than 140,000 Jews now live 
among the 1.3 million 
Palestinians of the West 
Bank. 

Settlement, and foe land 
seizure which precedes it, 
poses by far the 
threat to peace. Arab' 
in foe wav of Israeli plans is 
bulldozed. Palestinian de- 
monstrators are herded 
back by Israeli soldiers. 
Arab villages are throttled 
by zoning laws. And 
Palestinian documents — 
Ottoman, British, Jorda- 
nian and even Israeli — 
showing ownership of land, 
are deemed null and void 
by Jewish military orders. 

The process now going 
on in the West Bank is 
perpetuating Jewish-Arab 
hatred. The Israeli govern- 
ment talks increasingly of 
the need for “separation” 
between Jews and Arabs. 
But leading Israeli human 
rights lawyers say a system 
of apartheid is being con- 
structed. “As far as the 
different treatment given to 
foe two different popula- 
tions is concerned it is apar- 
theid,” says David Kreu- 
ner, professor of law at 
Hebrew University. "The 
two populations live in foe 
same areas, but have diffe- 
rent rights and are treated 
totally differently by tins au- 
thorities." 

The Rabin administra- 
tion has not reversed 




Jewish settlement is uncienmning Palestinian 
self-rule, writes Sarah Helm from Jerusalem 




Israel's underlying ideolo- 
gical and political claims to 
the West Bank, but has 
simply rationalised settle- 
ment strategy. Mr. Rabin is 
happy to lose troubled 
Gaza, which Israel seized 
from Egypt. The prime 
minister has also made dear 
that he has no desire to rule 
over a “hostile” Arab 
population in foe West 
Bank, which was seized 
from Jordan. The govern- 
ment has therefore opposed 
settlement in the centre of 
areas of high Arab popula- 
tion, and proposed a degree 
of Palestinian self-rule. 

However, this govern- 
ment remains determined 
to claim for Israel large 
chunks of West Bank terri- 
tory and it is using the same 
twin-pronged approach as 
previous Israeli govern- 
ments to achieve it, by 
promoting settlement to 
establish a Jewish majority 
on targeted lands, which 
can then be prepared for 
annexation. At the same 
time Arab growth through- 
out the occupied territories 
is squeezed by zoning laws. 

The procedures used 
were put in place soon after 
Israel seized the lands in 
1967. During the first four 
years of occupation 200 
military orders were passed 
extending Israel’s military 
jurisdiction over the lands, 
and empowering Israel to 
acquire property and con- 
trol all resources, giving 
most Palestinians the status 
of alien residents with no 
rights. Land u» planning 
was placed in the hands of 
anlitary officers. Israel was 
swift to daim fends used by 
the Jordanian government 
as “Israeli state lands.” 

But it also unilaterally 
confiscated other areas for 
military and public use. To 
do dm ferae! took advan- 
tage of the confused state of 
land registration in the 
West Bank and the infor- 
mal traditions of land own- 
ership used by Palestinian 
residents, and made it im- 
possible for most of them to 
argue before Israeli military 
courts, where the burden of 
proof was on them. Some 
uuni aau dgcu Arab vil- 
lage land” marked out not 
on paper, but in tire minds 
of every village mukhtar 
(elder) for generations, and 
shared by villagers. Such 
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lands were easily seized by 
Israel. Privately owned land 
has also beet) taken without 
difficulty where proof of 
formal registration does not 
meet military standards. 
When Israel captured foe 
West Bank, Jordan was in 
the process of registering 
the private land out had 
completed only one -third. 

Unregistered owners 
have tax receipts and other 
title deeds, but these are 
not accepted by Israel. 
Having taken the land, 
Israel builds cm it for the 
sole use of Jews, 

Israeli law. Nc _ 

Arabs are ruled by military 
order, and heavily res- 
tricted from building. 

According to inte mattm . 
&i few the process is DlegEl. 
As an “occupier” Israel 
should act as a “caretaker” 
over the lands and not alter 

their status. In particular 
Article 49 of foe Fourth 
Geneva Convention states: 


“The occupying power shall 
not depot or transfer parts 
of it own civilian population 
in foe territory it occupies.” 

As settlement continues, 
the Arab areas of the West 
Bank are being carved up to 
produce a series of separate 
cantons which cannot con- 
ceivably co nstitut e a viable 
state. Hast Jerusalem, un- 
ilaterally annexed by Israel 
in 1967, is also being rapidly 
developed to prevent the 
Palestinians ever danmng 
tins area of the city as their 
capital. Israeli planners in- 
tend to increase the number 
of Jews living in Jerusalem 
by 70,000 over the next two 
years, creating an 80 per 
cent Jewish majority, in foe 
biggest bmiding drive since 
the creation of foe stale of 
IsraeL 

Pakstimanshave said re- 
peatedly thattlris continued 
assault on the West Bank 
and East Jerusalem Is con- 
trary to the spirit of the, 
Oslo agreement. ’ . , 


"The Israelis have been 
pursuing the same 
strategies since Zionism be- 
gan in the I9tfa century,” 
says Dr. Haidar Abdul Shar- 
fi, former chief Palestinian 
and a critic of 


But, as despairing 
Palestinian fewymx point 
out, by . signing foe Oslo 
deal Mr. Arafat effiectivdy 
allowed Jsrad new grounds 
to justify hs settlement, and 
to buy tm» for more bfrild- 
ing. Under the agreement 
Israel firstiecogxused the 
PLO then signed a deal 
with foe Palestinians under 
which peace would be 
achieved in -two phases. 
There would be a .trial 
phase of “interim auton- 
omy," starting in Gaza and 
Jericho and extending to 
otter areas of the Wert 
Bank, before negotiations 
on. the final status -of -the 
occ u p ied , lands. .The. final 
states talks should start not 
later foan May 1996. . 


Vaguely worded para- 

ihs in' the ' agreement 

of preserving foe "in- 
tegrity of tiie lands in the 
meantime. But dnrins^M 
interim phase, the PLO 
there could be no 
of sovereignty, 
Jerusalem, or refugees. 
This meant the PLO effec- 


IsraeTs ' military 
and legal apparatus m the 
occupied territories. 4 
“By agreeing not to dud- 
the occupation few 
uurmg the interim phase, 
the PLO has allowed Israel 
to make more facts on the 
ground and consolidate its 
position, dictating the 
shape of the final status,” 
says Raja Shehadeh, the 
.leading Palestinian author- 
ity oil occupation few. 

To defend its cont inu ed 
settlement activity the gov- 
ernment today continues to 
] ^ d eploy historical, biblical 
and" legal arguments. These 
add up to one thing: Israel 
believes its claim to 
sovereignty in die West 
Bank overrides any Palesti- 
nian sovereignty claim as 
well as any_cfeims by local 
Palestinians. 

“I am not aware of any 
change in Israel's daim to 
sovereignty over the land 
since the Oslo accords,” 
Yoel Zfrtger, senior legal 
adviser in the Israeli Fore- 
ign Ministry, said this week. 

“There is a "biblical right 
and a historical right. Jews 
came back to Palestine not 
to New York or Moscow — 
because they were tenting 
back to their homeland. 
The same daim they hadjto 
Tel Aviv was equally re- 
levant to Hebron or Nab- 
lus,” he said, referring to 
two West -Bank towns. 
These rights were rein- 
forced by subsequent inter- 
national rulings, he said. 
F u r th er m ore, said Mr.' Zin- 
ger, Israel was not an 
.occupier” under tiie terms 
of tiie Geneva convention, 
-because there was no pre- 
vious legitimate sovereign 
daim. Such, arg uments are 
rejected out of hand by 
hnman 'rights lawyers cm 
both sides who point out 
that legal strategy is used to 
underpin political strategy. 

’ “Israel is quite dearly an 
occupier under internation- 
al law,”-5ays David Kretz- 
ner. “Sovereignty Hes in the 
hands of foe people who 
were fiving there when it 
was occupied. The occupier 
is ob&ged to act as a trustee 
of the fepd and has uo right 
to after its status by colonis- 
fog and dispossession.*? 


The Independent 
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1,000-mile walk starts with the first step 


By Mohammad MMashariqa 

Not many Jordanian intellectuals are inclined to- 
wards accepting the idea of "normalisation with or 
openness to” the Israeli culture or Israel's society . 
They are not willing to enter into the subject 
searching for the good or the bad that separates the 
two sides. 

In the view of Palestinian poet Gbassan Zaqtan, 
the concept of normalisation is a complete mystery 
shrouded with ideas like cultural influences, con- 
frontation and cultural “onslaughts” or the like. 

The mystery shrouding the concept of normalisa- 
tion in its cultural or political sense and Arab 
intellectuals keenness on shunning Israeli culture are 
perhaps justified by some people. But one has to 
admit that this tendency ought to be changed by Gist 
ruling out “ the hostility elements ” not merely for the 
sake of studying the situation, but indeed to meet the 
requirements of the coming changes of the modem 
era. 

It is unreasonable for the Arabs to remain revolv- 
ing in a vicious circle for another 100 years in order to 
discover that democracy, and technology or respect 
for human rights, or separating religion from govern- 
ment constitute die real key to development and real 
civilisation. 

For its part Israel has tried to exploit all techniques 
and tools against Palestinians, exercising the worst 
possible injustice ever witnessed in modem history 
and failed to achieve its objectives. For their part, the 
Islamis ts call for ignoring the present trend towards 
normalisation with Israel and prefer leaving the 
matter for the coming generations who, they believe, 
can end injustice. But they indeed tend to forget that 
neither Israel nor the world at large will remain 


passive and frozen until the time when the Arabs and 
Muslims have completed their preparations for the 
final battle. 

In my contacts with Palestinian academics I sensed 
•sDcnt voices advocating new methods for a solution 
to the present conflict which , in the views of some 
people, can last for generations to come. These 
academic elite openly call for openness to the forces 
of peace that are genuinely inherent within the Israeli 
society and for a long struggle towards the attainment 
of the aspired coexistence in this part of the world. 

But unfortunately the deep wounds left behind in 
the Palestinian society, due to years of occupation , 
have caused so much damage that now stands as a 
barrier drowning the voices of the elite academics 
who advocate peaceful coexistence and healing of 
wounds. 

AMMAN CULTURAL PULSE 

Dr. Mustafa Hamameh, head of the Centre for 
Strategic Studies at the University of Jordan asks: 
- “ What have the opponents of normalisation done in 
the face of the cultural, political and social changes in 
Israel with a view to favourably influencing the 
Israeli society towards peaceful coexistence with the 
Arabs.” 

Hamameh believes that the progressively-minded 
Palestinians and Israelis who oppose Jewish settle- 
ment policies and occupation have offered a far 
better service to the Palestinian cause than ail the 
Arab countries ’ weapons and media and statements 
through their heroic and daring stand in the face of 
Jewish settlement programmes at A1 Khader village 
near Bethlehem. 

Now that the Jordan-Israel peace treaty has been 


signed the need arises for creating new tools for a 
new struggle , utilising the present realities to halt the 
Jewish settlement programme and for formulating 
new tendencies and creating new forces inside Israel 
to help put pressure on the Israeli government to go 
ahead with the implementation of the peace process, 
Hamameh adds. 

IBs views are echoed by Dr. Ibrahim Othman, 
professor of sociology at the University of Jordan 
who believes that openness towards the Israeli 
society was bound to open the Arab people's eyes to 
their own civic rights and to the need to see 
institutions playing the crucial role in social develop- 
ment and in enhancing political pluralism. Dr. 
Othman believes that these signs are bound to 
emerge in our society sooner or later , motivating the 
desired change. 

It is' of paramount importance for us to dissect and 
scrutinise the various elements and components of 
the Israeli society so that we can better understand its 
nature. Otherwise, we are bound to remain satisGed 
with mere mysterious talk about the society of an 
“enemy” which we are religiously prohibited to 
approach. 

We have to realise that Israel is made up of diverse 
elements , uncontrolled by absolute ideologies or by 
any form of unity. The Israeli society is Gill of diverse 
interests on the part of individuals who harbour 
different ambitions and who independently and 
freely express their cultural and political views. 

But inside Israel one feels that the society there — 
similar to those of the Arab World — aspires to and 
has a deep desire for stability, security and sustain- 
able development. Like the Arabs, the Israelis are 
influenced by positive and adverse regional and 
international environments. 


It is not at all naive to admit that Jordanians, 
Palestinians and the Arabs at large have a real 
interest in opening to the Israeli society and all its 
elements and components, notwithstanding groups of 
that society who are opposed to peace and coexist- 
ence. 

With very limited exceptions, the majority of the 
Israeli society believes that the Arabs are murderers, 
dishonest and have no respect for agreements, and 
that should they be offered one area of land, the next 
day they would demand to have control over Heiz- 
liya, or Acre, according to the views of an Israeli cab 
driver. 

Likewise, the Arabs harbour similar notions about 
the Israelis and the misconceptions cannot be 
changed overnight. What is of paramount import- 
ance now is to start the 1000-mile trip by taking the 
first sound and firm step forward. 

The alternative is a cycle of madness on the part of 
both parties, ending with the obliteration of the 
nucleus of the Arab chic society and the individuals ’ 
basic rights. This will be the heavy price which could 
be paid in case the opponents of peace had their way 
of pursuing the long and fu tile struggle to destroy the 
“Jews” who have occupied Arab land. 

I am fully aware that sensible Jordanian and 
Palestinian people who support my views are a 
minority compared to the majority of those who hear 
negative concepts and who refuse to budge from thsir 
own position. 

I also realise that this small minority of sensible 
people require courage and initiative and probably 
great sacrifice to leave their mark on history. 

Irrationality still seems to be prevailing and per- 
meating the Jordanian society, closing all outlets to 
the outside world. 
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Change on tail of change: what cabinets leave In their trail 


With the changing of the guard at the Prime Ministry, 
it has been uncostomary that the outgoing premier be 
present at the swearing in ceremony of his successor’s 
team or at any official function once the reigns of 
power have been exchanged. But for former Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali , an act of high civility 
was noted. Not only was Dr. Majali present at the 
oath-taking ceremony of the new prime minister and 
his colleagues before IBs Majesty King Hussein, it 
was his name that was mentioned Grst on the 
broadcast news of who attended. Even the day after 
the new cabinet took ofGce, Dr. Majali was again, 
present Jo see off Greek Prime Minister Andreas _ 
.Papandreou and his Relegation, whom be had re-' 
coved only a few days earlier upon their arrival on an 
official visit. Dr. Majali who plans to take a holiday 
in London, capped an historic tenure with a regal 
exit.. 

Ik tk ir ir ft 

FRIENDS A T THE TOP: But, to assure citizens 
that not all is pomp and circumstance. Dr. Majali 
introduced Sharif Zeid to guests at a formal dinner 
for Mr. Papandreou as “ this is the man who kicked 
me out of my job. ” To that, the prime minister 
retorted, in jest of course, “ you kicked me out of my 
job before, and now I’m getting my revenge.” 
Whoever said out government was humourless? 

•fr fr # & fr 

STORM IN CABINET ROOM: It required a 
sense of humour from Sharif Zeid again on the Gist 
day the cabinet took office, when a crowd of about 70 
over-eager well-wishers stormed into a Cabinet 
meeting to congratulate the prime minister. Stunned, 
but quick to the draw, the premier gently held back 
the biosterous bunch by promising to meet them 
outside the chamber in short order. And that, he did 
with more ease than one of his ministers could muster 
only minutes later. The minister was holding an 
official meeting with an Arab delegation at the Prime 
Ministry when a certain member of Parliament 
barged in, demanding that members of the cabinet be 
available “for receiving congratulations ” from him 
and other MPs right away. Upset by the discourteous 
attitude of his fellow deputy the minister got up and 
gave him a dressing down. It is all part of the change, 
of course, including in frien dshi ps and attitudes. 

yk Ik Ik Ik ik 

COMRADE IN HIGH PLACES: The big 

surprise to most political pundits in town was not the 
appointment of a totally new face to government, 
namely that of prominent businessman Samih Dar- 
wazeh (Energy), but that of Abdul B ah A1 Khatib 
who took the Tourism Ministry. Known to some as 
the “rising young politician,” Khatib took a post in 
the cabinet as his father-in-law, Fawwaz Abu Gha- 
nam, stepped down as minister of youth . Khatib’s 
wife Iman, no stranger to the diplomatic rigours of 
having family in high places, knew even before she 
married, that this was a fellow who would go places. 
Unfortantely the Jordan rimes dUaotdo Mi home 
work properly by looking for Khatib s CV well 
before bis impending appointment to the cabinet. So 
the paper could assemble no more than a few lines on 
his biography just as be was being sworn in, 
especially once his home phone sounded like it was 
off the book for most of that day . Hence we owe if to 
our friend the new minister to say exactly what he 
had been doing in life just before he was chosen for 
the new post. Bom in Salt in 1953, patib obtained a 
bachelors degree in political science in Athens, 
Greece . He earned a masters m 
dons from American University in Washington, D C 
and another masteis in international economics and 



delegation to the Arab-lsraeli peace talks until be 
resigned from government service in May 1993 to 
enter the private sector. He was assistant director- 
general for investments of the Middle East Insurance 
Company, then moved to the Investment Guarantee 
Company where be was its director general until his 
appointment to the cabinet this week. 

yk fr ik ik yk 

BIRDS OF A FEATHER: The ministers of 
foreign affairs, tourism and planning appeared to be 
busy forming a coalition at the top of the stairs 
outside Basman Palace after being sworn in to office 
last Sunday. Deep in conversation , the ( relatively ) 
young. Western-educated and hardworking Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, Rima Khalaf and Abdul //ah A1 
Khatib must have missed the Petra photographer say 
“ watch the birdie” when he shot the group photo of 
the new cabinet with His Majesty King Hussein and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker. But the 
hierarchy of seating the Council of Ministers at its 
sessions with the premier will force the energetic trio 
apart . if only for those more composed settings. 

ik ik yk yk & 
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SPOUSES BEHIND THE CURTAIN: Hav- 
ing another woman in the cabinet may very likely 
result in additional alliances between more reform- 
minded ministers, and that Salwa Damen-Masri was 
given the social development portfolio is indicative of 
a resolve to improve the lot of women and the poor in 
the country. Meanwhile, the social development 
minister’s husband, MuntherAJ Masri, might do well 
to consult Hani Huneidi on what life is like as “joz il 
wasdrah. ” In the earlier months of then Minister of 
Industry and Trade Rima Khalaf s tenure, Huneidi. 
her husband, had difficulty responding to “ Mr 
Khalaf.” He admits , however, that he quickly 
learned to take such incidences in good stride. In the 
case of Masri , who is secretary general of the 
Ministry of Education, his newly-appointed ministe- 
rial spouse goes by the hyphenated style of using both 
her family and married names. Confusion here, then, 
should be minimum. 

Hr ik 55” j5- 

BAN ON TOLL-FREE CALLS: It is truly a 
Jordanian phenomenon. When the word is out that a 
new government is in the making, cabinet hopefuls 
hold vigil by their telephones in anticipation of “the" 
call which might propel them to a seat on the 
ever-expanding executive branch. Pity the teenager 
whose parent sits home not a metre from the nearest 
phone with orders punishable by the severest ground- 
ing if that phone is engaged'. While our hopefuls 
waited last week, someone spent a good portion of 
his/her free toll units on the previous Wednesday and 
called the offices of nearly 30 members of the Lower 
House of Parliament with a message that the deputy 
in question should report to the Prime Ministry at 
6:30 that evening. On the designated evening 16 
parliamentarians dutifully reported to the Fourth 
Circle office of the premier, only to discover no such 
summoning originated from that office, and worse, 
all Prime Ministry r employees had called it a day. 
Parliament was busy trying to track down the 
prankster. 

i5* ik ik ik ik 

NO FAVOURS FROM DEPARTING 

MINISTERS: Others wait also. One outgoing 
minister complained — not without a smile — that as 
he arrived at his ministry on the morning Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali offered his resignation 
to His Majesty the King, he was taken aback by a 
sight he had never before seen on his way to his 


office. Ministry employees were lined up. gathered, 
crowded or hovering everywhere from the parking 
area, through the main entrance of the building and 
even along the halls of the minister's floor. It became 
immediately apparent that this amassing of staff was 
no show of solidarity or sal jte to their boss. It was an 
avalanche of last-ditch to request “wasta” for 

making new govern .cm appointments either for 
themselves . relatives or friends while the man was 
still in power. Unfortunately for them, this minister 
told those would-be favour seekers that inequity was 
; not his style. Dr. Majali did in fact ask, his outgoing' 
'ministers not - to give . out any job' while the ca biniet ‘ 
was a lame duck, and they happily complied. 

yk ik yk -ir ■£ 

FROM STILL OFFICE TO AIR WAVES: As 

if by design and not coincidence. Mohammad Said 
Bermament. former director of the press office at the 
Prime Ministry, started a new job last week as 
Director of television news at JTV, succeeding Abdul 
Halim Arabiyat who became deputy to JTV Director 
Nasser Jude’h. Did Bermament know that the whole 
cabinet was leaving office, or he just chose to opt out 
of the Prime Ministry, where he had served for many 
years, regardless of who was left behind? We do not 
know. But we do know that Bermament graduated 
from the University of Jordan with a B. A. in political 
science in 1976. He has been a public servant for 17 
years, mostly at the Prime Ministry, where he was 
press secretary and then press office director for the 
last three years. Bermament says of his new post that 
“it is not a one-person effort, it requires the help of 
colleagues. ” His goal is to “make clear the stand of 
Jordan in all aspects, politically, socially . economi- 
cally. in order to portray a good image of the 
Kingdom through JT\ r . especially in r his era.” 
Bermament says he is first feeling his way through 
the situation at tjjg^stajjon. getting to know his 
colleagues and then will form some targets with the 
JT\' team to bring viewers “balanced” news report- 
ing. Bermament (40) and his wife Basma. an 
architectural engineer, have two children aged 11 and 
four. 
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Thoughts for this week 
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Age is strictly a case of mind over matter. If you don t 
mind, it doesn’t matter — Jack Benny (1894-1974). 

Our greatest glory is nor in never failing, but in rising 
every time we fail — Confucius , Chinese philosopher 
(55l'B.C.-479 B.C.). 

We are what we pretend to be so we must be careful 
what we pretend to be — Kurt Vonnegut, American 
author 1922 — ). 

Health is the thing that makes you feel that now is the 
best time of the year — Franklin P. Adams, American 
journalist (1881-1960). 

We live by encouragement and die without it — 
slowly, sadly and angrily — Celeste Holm, American 
actress. 

Priests are no more necessary ro religion than 
politicians to patriotism — John Hayne Holmes , Amer- 
ican author and reformer (1879-1964). 

Open-mindedness is not the same as empty- 
mindedness. To hang out a sign saying. “ come right in: 
there is no one at home” is nottie eqiva/ent of 
hospitality — John Dewey , American philosopher and 
educator (1859-1952). 
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A matter of time 


By Jean-Oaude EHas 

We are living in the age of information. That's at 
least wfcit we are told. The amount of datp a mere 
mortal can access these da vs, quickly, simp ly and 
inexpensively is absolutely flabbergasting. Entire 
encyclopaedias fit cm small, tight, reliable laser 
CD-ROMs (Compact Disc - Read Only Memory). 
The average capacity of a borne computer's har ddisk 
is now 250 MB, or 250 million characters. The 
straight connection of a PC (personal computer) to 
the telephone network, through ridiculously 
cables, opens the door to virtually , all the informa- 
tion in the world, via the fam ous Internet or other 
electronic mail, services, networfcs and data banks. Is 
this knowledge? Is this true culture, as those who 
mass market computer related products want us to 
believe? 

I have no intention here to diving into a philo- 
sophical essay, but my perception of knowledge 
and/o r cult ure, is based on two criteria: autonomy 
and assimilation. Autonomy means that a physical 
person, a stand-alone (computer jargon again) body, 
is able to suoply, to restore Ok required information, 
by hunself/herself, without having to consult addi- 
tional equipment, books or data storage devices. 
Anybody can open a dictionary to look up a difficult 
or rarely used word , knowledge however is knowing 
it by heart. Assimilation means that die word is folly 
understood, its meaning completely absorbed, and 
that the person can use it at best , and in all contexts. 

Knowledge and culture can't be achieved without 
an essential ingredient: time. Like the rhythm of 
seasons, it’s a process impossible to speed. We all 
have days that last only 24 hours. Whether we are or 
are not connected to the Internet won't change a 
thing. An encyclopaedia takes the same time to read, 
whether on CD-ROM or in book format True, the 
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laser disc is faster and maybe more pleasant to 
consult than the traditional format, but the time we 
may save on fast search is insignificant compared to the 
time it takes to read, understand and assimilate the 
information. 

The addition of high quality moving images and 
sound to computer accessed data, known as multi- 
media, and the possibility to interact with data via a 
PC, all are invaluable benefits that must be acknow- 
ledged. Computer techniques tremendously expand 
the horizons of our knowledge but do not grant us 
one second more than what we already have in order 
to explore them. Actually, a negative effect often 
takes place. Having all this data potentially at our 
command with so tittle time to dig rt out, scrutinise it, 
can he more frustrating than r e w a rdin g. 

Modem age information systems do not provide 
any particular means to improve one's knowledge or 
cuhore. Books have so far done an excellent job in 
this regard. Naturally, the avaHabitity of huge 
amounts of data at our fingertips is a great asset If s 
a wealth we cannot anymore do without It win also, 
most tikdy, hopefully, contribute to secure us better 
ways of life, bat it won't necessarily make us more 
cultured. Not instantty at least Unless future genera- 
tions redefine and give new meaning to the notions of 
knowledge and culture. 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


Make your mind easy. 
Beaman! Take heart! 
Save the mark! 

Let it pass. 

God keep you. 

You make me jump. 


HawweaaUk. 
Ron ntfolan! Tashajja! 
La samahatiah. 
Da’ ri-amr yamor besriam. 

Hribakri’bdL 
Lauakatod'UsboaL 
Latagh’dab. 
BefodB’l U. 
BeBaMriaA. 
Latridmdri. 
Kafiifa tankeetan. 
TaxakkarmaaqooL 
Ikhtask/Awjez. 


By the grace of God. BebdBTah. 

For goodness sake. BeBaMriaA. 

Don’t fail me. Latakhzohd. 

Stop Cracking jokes. Kafiihi f aihw to n. 

Mark my words. TaxakkarmaaqooL 

Cut it short ‘ Ikhtask/Awjez. 

Please do accept my invitation. 

Arjeo aa taqbal da’watL 


j . TIME FOR FUN 

fo A friend of mine went to see bis neighbour. The 
j host treated him with honey, but it was so tasteless 
I and diluted that the guest could not help connnent- 

| fog: 

11 Clearly this honey is bum the days when tire bees 
hadn't yet learnt bow to make honey!** 

ft ft ft ft ft 

[ ft A young man took bis wife to the doctor to have ber 
! tonsils removed. 

"These tonsils should have been removed while 
your wife was a child, ” the doctor said after the 
operation. 

"Indeed?” he answered. "Thank you very much for 
telling me. In that case just send the btil to my 
father-in-law. ” 

ft ft ft ft ft 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 
!. What is haemophilia? What famous people have 
suffered flow it? What detective novel oeals with 
it? 


2. In what occupation are the following used? Play- 
fair, exposure meter, Bergen, grammalogue, cram- 
pit, gentle, cheese, berms, burin, puck. 

ft ft ft ft ft 

3. Name five (5) great disaste r s in the nineteenth 
century which were due to Are. 

. ft ft ft ft ft 

4. Write 3879 in Roman numerals. What is 
MMMDCCCXXIX in Arabic figures. 

ft ft ft ft^ ft . 

5. Complete: ’ 

(a) Yon can’t make a out of a 

(b) You can’t put an on .... .... 

(c) You can "take a .... to the ...., bat you can’t 

make it 

(d) You can’t take an .... without 

(e) You can’t get .... out of a 

ft ft ft ft ft 


PERPLEXITIES 

(A) Rearrange and underline which of these towns is 
not in Europe. 

SHANTE — WOOCSM — UNAM — GATH- 
WONNIS — GAIWN 

ft ft ft ft ft 

(B) Insert the missing number. 

7 16 9 

5 21 . 16 

9 ? 4 

ft ft ft ft ft 


A 3-day concert now down to 2 CDs 


SAU GERTIES. N Y. 
(AP) — Sick of Wood- 
cock? Imagine how Larry 
Hamby must feel. 

The shelves in his office 
U A And M Records are 
Uaed with tapes of every 
■nusical note played at 
Woodstock '94. He has 
'istened to those tapes 
xven days a week — over 
in d over — from the time 
he concert ended on the 
noming of Aug. 15, until 
*arly October. 

Hamby was responsible 
e or piecing together the 
xrmmemoradve compact 
■r-c of the summer con- 
:ert. The two-disc set has 
ust been released. 

"I'm not sick of it,** 
Hamby insisted in an in- 
erview, “ although , I*m 
■eady to take a breather 
rom it.” 

Distilling three days of 
nusic into a 27-song pack- 
ige inevitably means a lot 
vas left out, including a 
lumber of big-name 
irtists. But Hamby's 
iroud of what he's done 


and thinks he has captured 
the event’s essence. 

No artist is represented 
with more than one song. 
But it also contains 
enough out-of-lcft-fleld 
selections that the album 
takes on its own personal- 
ity. 

While Woodstock '94 
was a mixture of the old 
and new, Hamby's CD is 
weighed toward younger, 
hard-rocking artists. 

“ I didn’t want this re- 
cord to be presented from 
the veteran rock point of 
new , " he said. "I thought 
they should be set among 
the new bands instead of 
the other way around.” 

As a result , the Allman 
Brothers Band, Santana 
and the band are out. Col- 
lective Soul, Candlebox. 
Primus and Blind Melon 
are in. 

At Woodstock. Hamby 
commanded a team of 
more than three dozen 
people making sure all the 
music was captured on 
tapes. Two remote record- 


ing trucks were parked be- 
hind each of the two main 
stages, and Hamby was 
camped in an office be- 
tween them. 

Tape was transported 
throughout the weekend 
to the Bears ville Studio 
about 10 miles (16 kms) 
away . where high-quality 
copies were made. 

Then Hamby, an execu- 
tive who helps guide the 
careers of A And M 
Artists, returned to Los 
Angeles and began re- 
viewing the tapes. He was 
too exhausted to count 
how many hours he spent 
listening. 

Handling all of the egos 
involved was surprisingly 
easy, he said. 

Clear ground rules in- 
volving the musicians 
were set up: The artists 
had ultimate veto power 
over which of their songs 
were selected, but Hamby 
bad the final say over what 
songs appeared on the 
album. 

For the most part, he 


said artists agreed with his 
choice, even if some per- 
suading was needed. For 
example . Crosby, Stills 
and Nash wanted to in- 
clude their performance of 
Woodstock, appropriately 
enough. Hamby thought 
Deja Vu was a more im- 
pressive performance. 

Wbiie some artists are 
represented by well- 
known sonars, other 
choices were more 
obscure: Sheryl Crow’s 
Run . Baby , Run, Traffics’ 
Pearly Queen, Candle- 
box ’s Arrow and the 
Neville Brothers’ cover of 
Come Together. 

cover of Come Together. 

Hamby wouldn't say 
which performers were 
left off because their 
shows were subpar. But 
he said most of those cases 
were weather-related. 
That may be a veiled re- 
ference to the band, 
caught in a driving rain- 
storm during their per- 
formance. 


Stick and witty, 
but do they work? 


By Sammr Ghalmb 


In today’s world of advertising, where the buzz word 
is accountability, advertis er s should be asking them- 
selves whether their money is well spent And they 
should be seeking proof of that au the time. For 
today, there is a huge emphasis on generating 
hnniediate sales, tomorrow. 

In the more developed economies, this has 
affected the role played by the traditional media such 
as television, the press and posters: their market 
share is falling. Increasingly, companies have been 
turning to direct mail and sales promotion. Such, 
activities are for easier to measure. 

Gaug/ng the effectiveness of an advertising cam- 
paign remains a notoriously imprecise science. It 
more than simply adding up the number of 
packs sold. The impact of the advertisement must be 
asses s ed in total isolation foam other factors such as 
product innovation. Still, a lot depends on what the 
advertising is trying to achieve. While some cam- 
paigns are designed to get people to buy a product, 
othe r s are created to maintain rather than develop a 
brand’s market position. Sales increases are then not 
necessarily a relevant measure. Smart marketing is 


about orchestrating afl elements in one direction. 

Under chaBengmg economic conditions however, 
there becomes a need to justify the val ue of 
a d ve rtising Jutting purely on creative merit misrep- 
resents a business which is after afl , a commercial 

tool and not a part of the arts. Even if innovation and 

creativity remam important. 

Smart advertisers realise that the real value of 
creating advertising ties not mite cost but in its added 
value — the ability to generate greater effect for less 
money, to be talked about 

So what makes an effective ad? Better targeting 
and a closer understanding of the consumer is one 
element Aha, there are now more clever ways to hit 
die right people at the right time and in the right 
mood A campaign that "works” is .generally 
accepted to be one that encourages people to identify 
with, relate to and connect with the ad. To maintain 
this connection, it is therefore important for advertis- 
ing to keep up with an audience's changing hopes and 


But this also means that , what makes an effective 
ad is always in a state of flux. No sooner will an 
agency Mt on the right approach for a particular 
audience than a rival will do something different and 
rewrite the rules. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Th ursd ay, Jan. 12 

7*0 NJ8JL 
8*0 Rood To Avonka 

Peg Bowen is highly instrumental in getting JF&cr 
King out of a school dilemma. 

9:10 The Bat Squad 

The brothers fight to protect then' father when a 
vengeful explosives expert escapes from prison and 
seeks to even the sco r e with him. 

10*0 News In English 

10*0 Feature FBbn — Drop Dead Fred 

Starring: Fbk Mayafl & Marsha Mason 

12*0 The ExBe 

Friday, Jam. 13 


7*0 African Skies 


8*0Mbvjri, Grind And Videos 
You Bet YoorUte 


9*0 PM Magazine 
9*0 Root Of Courage 

An attempt to apprehend an armed man who has 
stormed the parliament and killed many people in 
Canada. 

10*0 News In English 
1*20 Blanche 

True love Anally comes to Blanche in the person of 
OovisLauze, a local railroad worker, who assists her 
later in ber fight against c orruptio n. 

11:10 Never The Twain 

Oliver rushes for a neighbouring boose to pot a Arc 
which has just started. 


Jan. Id 


7*0 Barry And The Hend er sons 
8*0 Innovation 

The programme looks at tire use and effect of 
anesthetics in surgical operations. 

8*0 Quantum Leap 

9:10 Murder She Wrote 

An old man is found dead after his wife starts an 
affair with another man. 

10*0 News In Rn&isb 

10*0 Feature F3m — Country 

Starring: Jessica Lange & Sam Shepard 

The Ahu tells the story of the Ivys, a form fondly 
deeply rooted to the soil around them. When the 
gov ernm ent bureaucrats decide to trice it all away, 
there is only one decision the family cam make... 
they’re staying. 

12*0 Major Dad 

The major causes bhnsrif a tot of trouble after having 
a number of crvzZians dismissed ft cm bis base. 

Sunday, Jmil. 15 

7*0 Griactica 
8:15 The Album Show 
9*0 The Nauny 

A feisty, opinionated New Yorker upsets the cod 
serene household of a successful Broadway producer 
when she becomes nanny to his three ehridr** • 

9*0 Heartbeat 


10*0 News Id Entfkb 
10*0 Feature FBm — Turner And Hooch 

Starring: Jom Hanks & Gra?g Neison 

The Aim is a hilarious comedy which tells toe story of 
fussy, neat pbAce detective, Scott Turner, and bis 
huge, droonng dog. Hooch. Assigpcd to a brutal 
murder case. Tamer has only one witness to hrip him 
solve it. Hooch. 

12*0 TheBfldden Room 

A woman, who worts as a model, becomes schi- 
zophrenic and loses social ties as shegpts caught in a 
psychological dilemma. \ 

M Monday, Jan. Id 

7*0 Black Beauty 
8*0 Boogies Drier 

C ha os prevails as a popular star visits the store. 
8*0 Street Hawk 

9*0 SbatB&Ot L JL 
1 10*0 New# tifcEugjBsb '•* “' r ‘ " 

10*0 Loadaaua 

Virginia, who is a land-owner in Louisiana, gets into 

a lot of trouble as she comes to bad terms with her 
husband, Charles. 


Jan. IT 


7*0 Practical Guide To The Universe 
8*0 The D e tec tiv es 

The police heap in to stop an attempt to smuggle 
diamonds. 

8*0 Quantum Leap 

It is- 1962 now. Sam appears in the person of a 
shelter-budding engineer who is engaged in prepar- 
ing agains t an immin ent Cuban missil e -attack. 

•JhlOLKqufonu - - . — 

The programme looks at the latest research on 
memory which is getting closer towards understand- 
ing bow we remember and recall what we have 
remembered. 

10*0 News In EngBsh 
10*0 W3d Prims 

Harry travels to Japan to strike a deal when he 
discovers there that he has become a member of an 
under-cover organisation. 

11:10 Flair 

Wmdnmsday, Jam. 18 

7*0 Home Improvement 
■ 8*0 Quantum Leap 

It is in Arizona, 1957. Sam assumes the character of 
the last stiB-Iiving cowboy who seems to be stan ding 
ready for his Anri duel. 

8*0 Lorenzo’* 03 

The programme tells the a mazing , true story of a 
fatally w young boy, Lorenzo' Odone, ami his 
parents’ uKiedSde battle to save him. . " 

9:10 Law And Order 

This, episode ’s court easels about a man who is found 
dead in the middle of the road and whose wife 
becomes a suspect. ■ 

10*0 News La JSogfisb V 

N*0 Snbwy Rirer 

Matt and Kathleen team up to helpa girl- food her 
father she has not seen for twenty years. 

12*0 Keeping Up Appearances ... . 
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Change in social attitude essential for better education 


By ttima Cortbavtri 

Special to the Jordan 
Times 

AMMAN — Being the 
cornerstone in the founda- 
tions of development, 
education in Jordan has 
for the past few years ac- 
quired a substantial share 
of attention whether from 
foe media , authorities or 
educators. However in 
anticipating major adv- 
ances to come as a. con- 
sequence of implementing 
educational reform , an in- 
sight into the complexities 
involved would be a help- 
ful guideline for a realistic 
outlook. 

“Education is indeed a 
very complex issue that is 
individual yet involves 
many factors, ” said Victor 
Billeh, president of the 
National Centre of Educa- 
tion Research and De- 
velopment. An attitude 
that denotes absolute 
readiness to learn must be 
encouraged among stu- 
dents. “Certainly efforts 
from both parents and 
educators are needed to 
guide students to the right 
approach /’ said Dr. Bil- 
leh. So establishing wil- 
lingness in students to ac- 
quire information should 
be the focus of parents’ 
and educators’ concentra- 
tion, especially if higher 
education is to be sought. 

It is well-known that the 



“On avmragm, only 10-15 per cent of thm university are setfap tl w ato d and show 
studmnt s in a typical l e ctu re hall at thm enthusiasm ahont tint teaming process. 9 * 


greatest proportion of 
accelerated progress is 
guaranteed by the activi- 
ties of individuals who 
have deservedly attained 
higher education, but un- 
fortunately viewing the 
situation from institutions 
of higher eduction does 
not give a promising pic- 
ture. 

University professors 
sense a lack of drive in the 
majority of students. u Oa 
average , only 10-15 per 
cent of the students in a 
typical lecture hail at the 
university are self- 
motivated and show en- 
thusiasm about the learn- 
ing process. The rest give 
every indication of being 
forced into education by a 
variety of factors, not least 
among which being the 
pressures of a society that 
demands a degree certifi- 
cate before individual 
worth or merits are recog- 
nised, ” said Riyad- 
Ahmad Bitar, professor of 
physics at the University 
of Jordan. 

The fact that 50 years 
ago higher education was 
not compulsory for 
citizens to obtain decent 
jobs and undergo career 
advancement could be the 
reason for this decreased 
percentage of self- 
initiated students in com- 
parison with the old days, 
according to Dr. Bi tar. 
“About 50 years ago , high 


selectivity of students was 
exercised by universities 
which only admitted the 
keenest students into their 
higher educational prog- 
rammes, and these stu- 
dents' "thirst' for know- 
ledge was their mainstay 
at university Dr. Bitar 
said. 

So university graduates 
were truly well-informed 
in their majors having ac- 


quired their degree primarily 
through hard work and a 
desire to learn not being 
compelled by any under- 
lying motives. However , 
these days we face the 
problem of having to edu- 
cate the willing and the 
compelled because both 
have a right to education. 
That is why employment 
by classical methods that 
can only serve the self- 


driven minority of stu- 
dents is not sufficient 
said Dr. Bitar. Modem 
teaching teachniques that 
eventually stimulate the 
most dormant learning 
tendencies must be sought 
in educating the least 
motivated majority of stu- 
dents — who ought to be 
the target of educators' 
concern. These modem 
methods go beyond * 1 te- 


dious lecturing” while stu- 
dents write or copy notes 
to involve the utilisation 
of visual aids , modem 
computer facilities, intro- 
duction to real life situa- 
tions by carrying out 
appropriate project work, 
organising discussion 
groups, executing prog- 
rammes that aim at ap- 
plying theoretical know- 
ledge into practical en- 


counters and numerous 
other interactive techni- 
ques that stimulate stu- 
dents into thinking and 
correlating information, 
according to Dr. Bitar. 

“There is definitely a 
shortage of educators and 
consequently students 
who genuinely understand 
technology. Whereas edu- 
cators and students in de- 
veloped countries can feel 
numbers and apply scien- 
tific theories into their 
every-day existence, the 
lack of ability to articulate 
academic concepts and 
substantiate they by 
numerical analysis is pre- 
valent amongst develop- 
ing nations.*' said Dr. 
Bitar . So, although educa- 
tion in Jordan is quite 
advanced in comparison 
with developing countries. 
efforts must be resumed to 
surpass the standards in 
the developed world. 

“ Naturally allocation of 
funds for education is 
needed to up-date educa- 
tional facilities and edu- 
cate educators to become 
capable tutors who under- 
stand technology. Also a 
change in society’s atti- 
tude towards education is 
necessary,” Dr. Bitar 
said. Apparently the indi- 
vidualistic approach of 
society only serves to hin- 
der public development, 
according to Dr. Bitar. 
Die approach is portrayed 


by, among many other 
things, the wrongful idea 
that easy acquisation of 
high marks to show for 
great capability is more 
rewarding and valuable 
than attaining a high stan- 
dard of quality education 
where real potentials can 
stand out and acquire 
sufficient well-deserved 
acknowledgement. 

“To our great disadvan- 
tage, a successful, skilled 
and well-educated person 
often suffers the vibes of 
an f agonistic h ostilities 
coming from envious 
work-mates instead of en- 
joying recognition and en- 
couragement. This atti- 
tude of meeting success 
with hostility springs out 
of the fact that citizens are 
more involved with their 
own individual progress, 
or rather expansion of 
their individual resources, 
than the overall public de- 
velopment. Certainly this 
unrecommendable atti- 
tude is contageous and is 
most often passed on to 
the new generations, ' ’ said 
Dr. Bitar. 

Thus, in achieving high 
standards of education, 
parents, society and edu- 
cators, as well as students' 
attitude all combine to in- 
fluence the progress of 
this complicated yet vital 
aspect of human develop- 
ment. 



By Ian AtmBa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

Although the dead cannot speak , they must be able 
to communicate among themselves in a peculiar sort 
of internationally standardised sign language. How 
else does one explain the fact that just this month in 
Sarajevo , that famous 1990s hotspot of ethnic thug- 
gery and international embarrassment, a seven-year- 
old boy lay down to die — and as he did so, called out 
in silence to a man be never knew , a middle-aged 
stranger from a foreign land who met his own end 
almost a quarter centmjgpgjQ? - - 

The first protagonist^im this parapsycbological 
melodrama was shown in the Dec. 24 edition of this 
newspaper. The extensive spiff of vital fluids from the 
downward side of bis head , cracked open by a 
well-aimed sniper’s ballet , makes it dear that the 
youngster’s final breaths have either already ceased 
or will do so within a few minutes. So quickly was the 
hunter able to take down his quarry that the boy 
never had die chance to physically react — it is as if 
be had suddenly fallen fiat from tripping over his 
shoelaces. 

Since the elapsation of that moment , the fidgety 
glances and twitches so typical Of children his age 
have Bed from iris face, leaving behind in their place 
a peculiarly adult expression of serenity which mocks 
the two United Nations “blue helmets” who scram- 
ble frantically around him, like two panicked kitchen 
maids arrived too late to put out a cooking fire. 

The second protagonist is Wael Zuaiter, a 38-year- 
old cultural/arts dilettante from Nablus. After spend- 
ing approximately five yean in Rome leading a sort 
of happy-go-lucky bohemian lifestyle , lie turned to 
political activism — and paid for it with his life on the 
evening of Oct. 16, 1972. 

A photo taken by Roman policemen who stumbled 
upon tile scene of Mr. Zuaiter’s demise on that long 
ago night, shows how he lay on his side in a foetal 
position — as if he were sleeping in bed, and not 
sprawled on tffe pavement of the courtyard of an 
apartment building. A bag containing a loaf of bread 
lay dropped on the ground behind him, but he stiff 
dung stubbornly with bis left band to a magazine and 
a bundle of X-ray plates from the clinic of a local 
doctor. 

Friends of Mr. Znaiter’s, alive today, remember 
him as eloquent in bis speech. But in death, it is the 
Sarajevan boy who is the more powerful witness, 
with the fawn-like softness of his features which so 
witheringly damns bis anonymous killer. 

lir Hr -ft & & 


A group of Mr. Zuaiter’s Italian friends — several 
writers, artists and journalists among them — felt 
indebted enough to him to publish a 200-page book 
in his memory in 1979. But it is doubtful that many 
Middle East observers of today distinctly recall bis 
name. 

In the time which has elapsed since his death, the 
dimensions of the conflict which dominated the later 
years of his life and then took it away have radically 
changed. 

Years were to pass before Anwar Sadat would stun 
the world with a visit to Israel, and the first 
stonethrows of the intifada were a fullcjepade and a 
half away. Evem ihe Y dm Kippur w&rjfjy now little 
more than a chapter in. history books, bad not been 
fought yet. 

Instead of stepping up onto podiums together for 
peace, Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and the premiers and 
ministers of Israel were busily engaged with each 
other in a round-the-clock, tit-for-tat scare war of 
bombings , terror raids and assassinations. The latest 
high-profile episode had taken place only two months 
earlier at the Munich Summer Olympics. Seven 
Palestinian guerrillas bad gone to their graves in a 
bloody gunbattle with German and Israeli security 
forces, taking 13 Israeli hostages with them. 

Mr. Zuaiter bad come to Italy in 1962, after several 
years of wandering and working on-and-off in Iraq , 
Kuwait and Germany. 

Then, with the outbreak of the 1967 war and news 
that bis hometown of Nablus had fallen to advancing 
Israeli troops, he had felt it his duty to join the 
Palestinian resistance. He went to the Algerian 
embassy in Rome to enlist as a volunteer fighter, and 
was rejected because be was too old. He was also 
released from a Palestinian training camp for would- 
be commandos after he " proved incapable of hand- 
ling a gun,” according to Italian author Alberto 
Moravia. 

Eventually, be channelled his resistance efforts 
into a less aggressive and more cerebral mode, as a 
political/cultural representative for A1 Fateh in Italy . 
This proved to be much more suitable to the nature 
of a man whose friends remember as being, among 
other things, a veritable bookworm. Those who write 
in the 1979 book dedicated to him, entitled sirtiply 
“For A Palestinian recount how he would vora- 
ciously gobble up tomes on everything from opera to 
astronomy to the history of religious mystic move- 
ments, and more. A favourite pet project of bis, 
which he never completed, was to translate the oldest 
known Arabic version of A Thousand And One 
Nights, in its entirety, into Italian. 

In the end, the man who emerged after the 1967 
war, a tireless organiser of seminars, Arab-ItaUan 
committees, publishing projects and a " Palestinian 
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A smvmn-year-oM boy Urns dmad from snipnr firm in Sarajevo 


Cultural Centre” in Rome , was a marked contrast to 
what acquaintances had known before, a man once 
happy to spend “ entire days... chattering with Arab 
students in a coffee bar, ” according to one journalist 
who knew him. 

“ Always the worst manager of his own affairs, he 
would spend what tittle money he had on books , 
records and tickets to concerts or the opera,” the 
journalist, $&rio Pctrucci. writes in For A Palesti- 
nian. “A few hundred tire was all be needed to buy a 
sandwich , and he was not ashamed of wearing clothes 
discarded by bis friends. ” 

Although the testimony of one’s devoted friends 
cannot be taken as unbiased evidence, Mr. Penned 
and others who write in For A Palestinian unani- 
mously assert that by 1972 . five years of Mr. 
Zuaiter’s sustained efforts as a Palestinian activist 
had paid substantial dividends. Italy’s intellectual 
circles , once staunchly pro-Israeli for the most part, 
had begun to stir about and question former views 
once held with certainty. 

Partial success gave birth to bolder ambitions: Mr. 
Zuaiter now dreamed of having a group of Europe's 
most famous writers and artists jointly sign a declara- 
tion of support for the Palestinian cause. There were 
also hopes that some of Italy’s cinematographers 
might consider making films on the Palestinian 
people and their predicament. 

Then, in the summer of 1972, things unexpectedly 
took a nasty tone. Gbassan Kanafani, an eminent 
Palestinian poet, was assassinated in Beirut that July. 
Kanafani bad been cultural director for the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Palestine. The Munich 
debacle followed in August, and with the media 
fallout that came on its heels, Europe went chill 
towards the Palestinians and their cause. 

Mr. Zuaiter would not condone the PLO’s role in 
the Munich slaughter, and insisted to friends that he 
personally considered any such acts to be “sheer 
madness.” Nevertheless, a large number of bis 
Italian contacts in intellectual and political circles , 
whom be had worked so hard to win over during the 
previous years, faded away. 

He was also intelligent enough to fathom what 
Kanafani 's death might imply for him, and be was 
scared: “If I remain . they will kill me, ” he told a 
friend anxiously. 

A few weeks later, as he opened the door of an 
elevator lift to go up to his apartment , two assailants 
stepped out from hiding in a broom cabinet behind 
him and pumped three .22 calibre bullets into his 
back. In a thoroughly useless attempt to Bee, Zuaiter 
ran out into an adjacent courtyard in the building 
complex and collapsed. There, he was finished off 
with another nine bullets. 

The Fateh representative in Rome ended his 
career as he began it — penniless. The bag with the 
angle breadloaf which he carried that night was 
meant to be his supper, and his telephone had been 
cut off because he couldn’t come up with the money 
for the bill. 

Previously, PLO officials bad urged him to let 
them loan him a pistol , in case he should ever need it 
for self-defence. He had refused. 

fr & & sF & 


In the following few months of 1972 and through- 
out the next year, or so it appers, Israeli authorities 
remained determined to exact a painful price for 
Munich. Five more PLO affiliates in Europe would 
meet their deaths during that period, either brought 
down in the same manner as Mr. Zuaiter or blown 
apart by remote-controlled bombs. The first to follow 
was Mahmoud Hamshari, Fateh’s representative in 
France, who had himself attended Mr. Zuaiter's 
funeral wake in Rome only seven weeks earlier. The 
next four followed in gradual succession — Hussein 
Bashir, Basil Kubaisi, Mohammad Boudia and 
Amcd Boucbikki. 

Moments would remain behind for some of Mr. 
Zuaiter’s associates in Italy. Mr. Petrucd remem- 
bered bow a short vacation spent together in a 
seaside villa turned into a journey of memory , of 
childhood summ ers sp ent on the seacoast of another 
land, 30 years Before. 

“I still have in my ears,” Mr. Zuaiter once told 
another friend, “the rhythm of the water pumps 
irrigating, day and night, the orange-groves of laffa. ” 

Journalist Emtio Polito remembers bow once , in 
the tense atmosphere of a raucous public ball 
meeting , Mr. Zuaiter stood up from the back of the 
audience to give those assembled his version of the 
events which bad brought about the very first war in 
Palestine , in 1948. 

“ How do you know these things?” a sceptic asked 
him testily. 

“ I know them, ” he answered, *\ because I am a 
Palestinian. ” 

& •& T& & Tk 

And now, 22 years later, there is this Sarajevan 
boy. He comes from another continent and is 53 
years Mr. Zuaiter's junior. As he lies dying , his shrill 
voice pipes out in angry protest. 

How could you claim that you knew simply 
because you were a Palestinian, as if that word 
should make you something special ?, be asks Mr. 
Zuaiter indignantly. Look at what they've done to 
me, and what if you’d been a Turk, or a Chinaman, 
or an Eskimo for that matter? What would you have 
told them then? 

Mr. Zuaiter bears the boy’s call, and from across 
time, he answers back — to tell the boy that he is not 
alone, and should not be afraid, for others before 
him have faced what he is faring now. 

It is a very private dialogue between the two of 
them. We may stay on to observe it if we like, but we 
are not invited to participate. 

And suddenly, in this moment , the embarrassing 
realisation hits us — that we have mangled this world 
so much, we are now incapable of fixing it. 


For A Palestinian: A Memorial To Wael 
Zuaiter 

Edited by Janet Venn-Brown 
Routladge and Kegan Paul PLC 
14 Leicester Square, London, U.K. 
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plays second string — ow 


does he? 


By Andrea Orr 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — From 
wild and crazy stand-up 
comedy to absurd physical 
stunts and sentimentally 
funny films, it would seem 
Steve A fart in has run the 
v.ho!e gamut of comedy 
roles. 

But when he talks about 
his new movie. Martin 
assumes a role more un- 
usual for him, the side- 
kick. 

Martin was at a Beverly 
Hills hotel recently with 
the other stars of Mixed 
Nuts, the offbeat new 
Christmas comedy about a 
suicide prevention hot- 
line. 

In the Hollywood 
•‘junket” formula, actors 
are supposed to sit down. 


one at a time, with a few 
reporters. but Martin 
made his appearance with 
director and co-writer 
Nora Ephron. so that he 
could gel away making 
just an occasional witty 
remark while she handled 
the serious business. 

First Ephron expounds 
on the problems making 
human contact in a high- 
lech age. which she says 
was the film's motif. "If 
you know the person 
vaud like to reach . press 
'the first three letters of the 
name, using zero for the 
letter Q and the pound 
key for the letter Z. “ she 
says, mimicking a re- 
corded telephone greet- 
ing. 

", Isn't it better to get 
that than to set. ‘hi. this is 


Suzy. thank you for calling 
the Four Seasons ( Hotel), 
how may / direct your call. 
Merry Christmas'. ” Mar- 
tin says with a smirk. "I'm 
exhausted by the time I 
hear that. ” 

“ One of ihe great things 
that was a thrill for all of 
us was catching Steve and 
Madeline (co-star Made- 
line Kahn } work 
together. ” Ephron say's, 
trying to put the discus- 
sion back on serious 
ground. 

“You said _vou wouldn 't 
tell anybody about that. ” 
jokes Martin. 

Subtle wit does not 
seem to come naturally to 
this man. who has stood 
straight-faced before audi- 
ences with an arrow 
through his head, and 



Steve Martin 

danced with his face kept 
turned in profile in a quir- 
ky imitation of ancient 
Egyptian art. 

But during more than 
25 years in entertainment. 
Martin has continuously 


redefined himself. He 
started out, as a TV com- 
edy writer for The 
Smothers Brothers Com- 
edy Hour, a job he took 
after toying with the idea 
of becoming a philosophy 
professor. 

Then in his mid-20s he 
hit the road with an act 
that caused more estab- 
lished comedians to cake 
notice. Working against 
the conventional wisdom 
that comedy acts had to 
contain jokes, and pun- 
chlines. Martin went for 
the inane. He even got 
audiences to laugh at in- 
herently dry material, like 
his reading a list of names 
out of a telephone book. 

Marlin made his film 
debut in 1979 in The Jerk, 
a screenplay he co-wrote 
about a white child in a 


family of poor black 
sharecroppers. A senes of 
movies getting mixed re- 
views followed, including 
box office hits Roxanne 
and L. A. Story, which he 
starred in and wrote. 

His return to film this 
year comes after a two- 
'vear break he took to 
write his first stage play. 
Picasso At the La pm 
Agile. A comedy set in 
Paris at the start of the 
centurv. the play was pre- 
sented by Chicago's Step- 
pen wolf Theatre fast year, 
and is now in Los 
Angeles. 

So whv. after all this, 
did Martin want the barely- 
leading role in a film even 
the director concedes is 
probably too Screwball to 
attract more than a niche 
audience? 


*7 wanted to do a 
perennial. Now l havej 
Christmas and a Thank- 
sgiving movie. Next lljdo 
one for Uncoins birth- 
day. " 

But seriously. “Some- 
times vou read a script and 
all the characters are the 
same, they all have the 
same voice. As an actor, 
to walk into a room with 
five or six very distinctive 
characters, it makes your 
whole performance come 
alive . " 

In Mixed Nuts , Martin 
shares credits with Made- 
line Kahn , Juliette Lewis , 
Rob Reiner. Adam Sand- 
ier . Rita Wilson, and Gar- 
iy Shandling. who com- 
prise the neurotic staff 
members at the suicide 
hotline office, and their 
nutty neighbours in 


Venice Beach , California 
But audiences may life, 
ly find Martins perform- 
ance most alive when he 
breaks away from the 
group, in a scene in which 
he is coaxed to dance with 
a sucidal cross-dresser 
who drops by the hotline 
headquarters on Christ- 
mas Eve. Martin's charac- 
ter is momentarily 
squeamish but soon 
enough drops all inhibi- 
tions and steers and twirls 
his eager partner with 
command. 

“ 1 dance like a guy who 
wants to dance but doesn't 
know how. 1 ’ he says when 
complimented on the 
scene. “If I knew how. 
be a very boring dancer, 
but because I don't, I have 
to fuse it with my own 
style.” 


Foreign patrons keep qipao alive 


By Lea Siew Ying 
Agence France Presse 
SHANGHAI — The 
figure-hugging qipao, or 
“Susie Wong dress/' 
.accepted as dc rigueur 
dressing by the Han 
Chinese — the main 
ethnic group here until the 
Qing dynasty was wiped 
out — is making a com- 
eback. 

Today . foreigners and 
overseas Chinese are giv- 
ing the long sheath dress 
with high side slits a new 
lease on life, while the 
opening up of China 
makes possible its return 
to posh hotels. 

The clinging dress 
achieved worldwide fame 


after it was worn by the 
Hong Kong prostitute 
heroine of die novel The 
World Of Susie Wong , 
which was made into a 
I960 film starring Nancy 
Kwan and William Hol- 
den. 

The Hong Xiang 
Group, which owns Long 
Feng , the only tailor shop 
in Shanghai specialising m 
qipaos , staged its first 
qipao fashion show re- 
cently. The show chroni- 
cled the dress's evolution 
from the flowing Qing gar- 
ment to the modern day 
outfit that flaunts every 
curve. 

“We organised the 
fashion show because we 


are the largest and oldest 
qipao tailor shop,” said 
Zhang Liquan. the com- 
pany’s public relations 
officer. 

“We want to preserve 
the tradition of wearing 
(the) qipao and promote it 
overseas. If we do not do 
this, it will slowly dis- 
appear/' she said. 

Long Feng started mak- 
ing qipaos again in the 
1980s, and now produces 
100 dresses a month, half 
of which were custom 
made for Japanese cus- 
tomers, deputy manager 
Zhu Jialin said. 

The rest are made for 
overseas Chinese and 
Chinese women going 


abroad, she said. 

Long Feng say they 
make half of their qipaos 
for Japanese customers 
and the other half mainly 
for overseas Chinese in 
Hong Kong, Taiwan and 
Macau. Very few main lan- 
ders order qipaos, which 
are mostly worn here by 
women hotel workers or 
brides to be. the firm said. 

“It is not convenient to 
wear qipao in China. 
There are no occasions to 
wear them. ” said Lu Hui 
Lan, an engineer who was 
in Long Feng with a friend 
who wanted a qipao to 
wear in Japan. 

Zhu said the qipao is 
formal dress. “When vou 


wear the qipao, you have to 
take care of your deport- 
ment. You can’t work in it 
or move fast.” 

And yet , before the li- 
beration of Shanghai in 
1949, all women wore 
qipaos, which were made 
from a variety of materials 
including cotton, said 77- 
year-old tailor Chu Hon- 
gsbeng , who learned his 
trade as a teenager. 

“(In) those days qipaos 
with no sleeves or short 
sleeves were popular . " he 
said. 

After the Communist 
takeover, the working 
class grew and women 
locking for work clothes 
turned to Lenin jackets. 


which suppressed their 

f eminini ty 

But it was the Cultural 
Revolution that finally en- 
ded the era of the qipao. 

The qipao was said to 
represent feudalism and 
capitalism, and marauding 
Red Guards burned the 
garments and persecuted 
their owners. 

“ Some brave people hid 
their qipaos. Others tore 
up their qipaos and made 
mops out of the strips or 
altered them/' said Shu 
Haiwei, the manager of a 
joint-venture tailor shop 
which charges 600 yuan to 
make up a qipao. 

A qipao takes two 
months to make, and ev- 


ery stitch is sewn by hand 
by tailors who train three 
years to master the skill. 

Qipao making was an 
art that was dying with the 
older tailors , and women 
who had grown up during 
the Cultural Revolution. 
They were taught to dis- 
card the old and adopt the 
new , and were unlikely to 
take to the dress , said Xia 
Yafang, a young lawyer. 

“Can you imagine wear- 
ing a qipao and high heel 
shoes and riding a bicy- 
cle?" she asked. 

Local women did not 
even wear qipaos to recep- 
tions because they are 
considered old-fashioned 
and because the women 


do not want to stick out in 
a crowd , Xia said. “The 
dress will be preserved, 
but it will not be in vogue 
again." 

The costume — inspired 
by the Mancbu ethnic 
minority from northeast- 
ern China, which estab- 
lished the Qing dynasty — 
is the only article of 
Chinese clothing that can 
hold its own among fore- 
ign creations, its promo- 
ters say. 

“We can't compare with 
French designers, but with 
the qipao we can stand out 
because it is such a unique 
dress. It brings out a 
woman ’ s femininity, ” 
Zhang said. 


Macaulay’s misadventures: Top movie star is in big trouble 




LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Little Macaulay Culkin 
isn't so little anymore , and 
as the Home Alone star 
quickly grows up, bis 
ouce-vast audience seems 
to be shrinking at an omi- 
nous rate. 

Culkin, now 14, bolds 


the lead role in the much- 
delayed Richie Rich 
movie. If the actor's re- 
cent box-office history is 
used as a benchmark, the 
new Warner Bros, film 
based on the comic book 
character faces difficult 
prospects. 


Said a leading market- 
ing executive: “It's not a 
given that a- Macaulay 
Culkin movie is going to 
do well anymore. ” In fact, 
none of Cuikin’s last three 
films were commercial 
bits. Last year’s The Nut- 
cracker took in a pathetic 


SI. 7 million before its plug 
was pulled, and this sea- 
son's heavily promoted 
The Pagemaster has man- 
aged a piddling $9 million 
in three weeks of release. 

Earlier this year, the 
actor’s Getting Even With 
Dad brought in a weak 
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$18.2 million despite a 
pairing with Ted Danson. 
As bis box-office fortunes 
decline, the young actor's 
Hollywood relationships 
continue to sour. 

Culkin walked out at 
the last minute as an 
award presenter in this 
year’s Academy Awards, 
infuriating the show's pro- 
ducer. Culkin recently left 
his longtime talent agent , 
International Creative 
Management, and the 
actor's dictatorial father- 
manager reportedly can- 
celed Cuikin’s appearance 
at a press junket promot- 
ing Richie Rich. 

Father-manager Kit 
tried to have narration re- 
moved from last year's 
Nutcracker, and the film’s 
backers accused the elder 
Culkin of strong-arzn tac- 
tics in an unusually public 

At the same time. Cul- 
kin's acting fee has 
reached the echelon re- 
served for the town’s top 
players, and as his price 
goes up so, too. do the 
expectations for his re- 
leases. 

The movie-going public 
generally does not base its 
ticket-buying habits on a 


star's off-screen behaviour 
(except for icons such as 
Woody Allen). But Cul- 
kin* s backstage antics 
seem emblematic of a 
career that suddenly has 
gone into a nose-dive. 

The critics, too, have 
responded. The notices 
for Getting Even With 
Dad bordered on the hate- 
ful. With 1990's Home 
Alone, Culkin starred in 
what became the highest- 
grossing movie comedy of 
ail time . (It was recently 
surpassed by Forrest 
Grump). 

The fantasy about a lov- 
able, scheming young boy 
fending for himself earned 
more than $285.7 million 
at domestic theatres and 
established Culkin as pop 
culture phenomenon. 
Soon thereafter, the actor 
(through bis manager- 
father) began making 
staggering financial and 
creative demands. 

Holding the Home 
Alone sequel hostage, he 
successfully forced the 
director of The Good Son 
to be fired. Filmmaker 
Michael Lehman didn’t 
want Culkin in Fox’s The 
Good Son , but the actor 
said he would not make 


the studio’s Home Alone 
2 unless be got the Good 
Son lead role as a demon 
child. 

Culkin won the show- 
down and Lehman was 
forced off the film. Culkin 
followed that by charging 
$8 million for Getting 
Even With Dad. MGhfs 
much-ballybooed com- 
eback film didn't break 
even. There was a time 
when Culkin, holding out 
for a salary in excess of $5 


million and a share of the 
film’s profits, was going to 
be passed over for Richie 
jRich. 

./-The film's' producers 
jV opened negotiations with 
Elijah Wood (The War, 
The Adventures Of Huck 
Finn), and Culkin slipped 
into the film only as time 
was running out — for a 
nifty $8 million. Some say 
the actor's decline is sim- 
ple: He isn r t adorable any- 
more. 
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SOLUTIONS Or LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




La, l *'r]r-.i7,£-,m* 

I. RnoSti* qua rear hack t9»«ri football t a end for quick ko.-/ 
ut final >rrnndi. 

Z. Even on rtpfrl joetcj i, lik-lv i, in;ur> hi* cocey* i,, 
hor,c fails to moke jump over fence. 

3- -How on 1 cnt>l{ you when %na keep standing up‘* 
mad cannibal lo comic in bubbling pot, 

*. When both gravy and coffee were served ccii, ;t lef: Ji, 
"i*7 ry diorr boiling. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 
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HKacaalay Calkin 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Haemophilia is a disease which renders it difficult 
to stop bleeding. The patient is always liable to 
bleed profusely from the slightest scratch. It 
appears only in men, but is transmitted only by 
women. 

Queen Victoria was a carrier, and haemophilia 
appears in a number of her descendants notably the 
Tsar killed in the Russian Revolution, and the 
■ Princeof Astvuithf, hetrmihe Spanish' crown. The 
novel about it is Have His Carcase, byD. L. Sayers. 

■& •fr & •A’ & 

2. Playfair is a cipher; an exposure meter is used in 
photography; a Bergen rucksack in rambling; a 
grammaJogue in shorthand; a crampit in curling; a 
gentle in fishing; a cheese in skntics; bewits in 
falconry; a burin in etching; a puck in ice hockey. 

35- j fr ri- * 

3. The best known are those at Moscow (1812); the 
Houses of Parliament (1814); Tooley Street, Lon- 
don (1861); Paris during the Commune (1871); 
Hamburg (1842); Chicago (1871, the greatest fire of 
the century); Portland, Maine (1866); and St. John, 
New Brunswick (1825 and 1877). 

■fr Hr fr tr it 

4. MMMDCCCXXDC. 1794. 

fr fr ir -tr Hr 

5. (a)You can’t make a silk purse out of a sow’s ear. 

(b) You can't put an old head on young shou lder s. 

(c) You can take a horse to the water, but voa 
can’t make it drink. 

(d) You can't make an omlet without breakine 

eggs. * 

(e) Yon can't get blood out of a stone, 
fr fr j}* Jr & 


PERPLEXITIES 

(A) WASHINGTON. (Athens, Moscow, Milan, and 
Wigan are in Europe). ' 

fr fr ft * & 

<B) £ !ast DUmb " “ 
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House endorses pension law 


(Continued from page 1) 

chance to participate in this 
government and those which 
preceded it and occupy no 
senior positions. 

“The people of Ajloun 
have screamed for justice ... 
Jordan is not a farm for cer- 
tain people,*’ Dr. Qudah said 
as he voiced the loyalty of his 
constituency to King Hus- 
sein. 

Dr. Qudah is a member of 
the 18-strong National Ac- 
tion Front, which is repre- 
sented in the government by 
five deputies and is reported- 
ly suffering from some dis- 
sent over the choice of its 
participants in the govern- 
ment. 

Founder of the bloc Abdul 
Hadi Majah told the Jordan 
Tones last week the bloc only 
agreed with Sharif Zeid on 
-the' number of portfolios it 
1 would receive but the choice 
of the representatives was 
- made by the prime minister. 

But apparently some mem- 
bers of the bloc are convinced 
that the choice was made by 


leaders of the bloc and are 
hence breaking away from it 
in anger. Sources say that Dr. 
Qudah and Deputy Farah Ai 
Rabadi (Ajloun) are among 
those who will leave or have 
left the bloc m protest. 

No such division was re- 
ported in die other three 
blocs that are represented in 
the government in accord- 
ance with different formulas 
worked out between them 
and Sharif Zeid prior to the 
announcement of the govern- 
ment. 

The only bloc that was kept 
out of the cabinet is the IAF, 
which, along with leftist de- 
puties Bassam Haddadin 
(Zarqa), Khalil Haddadin 
(Amman, Third District), 
Mustafah ShneEkat (BaJqa) 
Toujan Faisal (Amman, 
Third District, Circassian 
seat) and Talal Obeidat 
(Irbid), is expected to with- 
hold confidence from the 
government. 

Dr. Qndah is among a few 
lawmakers who are unhappy 
over their exclusion from the 
government and could vote 
against it on these grounds. 
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Clashes erupt over settlement 

(Contmued Cram page 1) 

Council “urgently” to consid- 


ally, conceded that West 
‘ Bank settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank were “a 
1 problem” but said it was up 
: to Israel and the PLO to 
. resolve the issue themselves. 

There have been fierce 
protests in recent weeks over 
. land being appropriated on 
which settlements could later 
be built. 

There have been warnings 
that the settlement issue 
could disrupt the whole peace 
process, and the FLO has 
called on the U.N. Security 


'er the issue. 

France, which currently 
bolds the six-month presiden- 
cy of the European Union, 
has also called publicly on 
Israel to halt all building in 
the West Bank. 

Mr. Juppe said after 
Wednesday's meeting with 
Mr. Peres: “We agreed that 
things have been a tittle tense 
in. recent weeks,” but said be 
hoped progress could now be 
made in the Israeli- 
Palestinian talks. 


Ground laid for Mideast bank 


(Continued from page 1) 


Although Saudi Arabia is 
expected to be a major back- 
' er of tiie bank, it sent only 
embassy officials to tbe meet- 
ing. 

State Department spokes- 
woman Christine Shelly ack- 
nowledged that Saudi Arabia 
had “articulated some re- 
servations” about the project 

• but said that there bad been 
discussions with the kingdom 

■ On that issue. 

Asked about the low-level 
•- presence-at the- meeting, Ms. 
, Shelly replied, “We’re tjpt 
reading any particular signifi- 
cance into that.” 

; % Participants at the meeting 

• said that the Saudi delegates 

• had not opposed the forma- 
tion of the bank. 

Ms. Shelly described the 
meeting as one of a series 
“which will take place as we 
look into tbe broader issue of 
financing institutions and 
generally how to respond to 
the structural requirements 
for economic development in 
the Middle East.” 

“It’s not the definitive mo- 
ment in that process whereby 
nations have to stand up and 
pronounce themselves on fin- 
al financial commitments,” 
she pointed out. 

Questioned about Saudi 
Arabia's participation, Ms. 
Shelly said, “I understand 
that the Saudis are repre- 
sented at this meeting 
through their embassy resi- 
dent here in Washington.” 

“It’s up to them to decide 
the form which their repre- 
sentation will take. “We're 
not reacting any particular 
significance into that.” 

Aviation board 

Officials from Israel, Jor- 
dan, Egypt and the Palesti- 
nian Authority said on Tues- 
day they have' agreed to sub- 

• mit a plan to their govem- 
. merits for a regional aviation 


board to oversee air traffic in 
the region. 

At a news briefing, they 
said they also saw the board 
as a way to stabilise area 
aviation and encourage avia- 
tion development funding. 

• Israel, Jordan, Egypt and 
the Palestinian Authority 
acted on a study financed by 
the U.S. Trade and Develop- 
ment Agency (TDA). 

The delegates said their 
plan would need ministerial 
support' from- their- govern- 
ments, but thought it would 
win approval because their 
ministers were already aware 
of the plan and its aims. 

Under the plan, the board, 
initially made up of officials 
of the three countries, would 
establish programmes to 
manage airspace in the area 
that is expected to flourish as 
the Middle East peace 
accords move ahead m the 
coming years. 

Other states would be en- 
couraged to join later. 

The increasingly congested 
air traffic in the area is now 
handled by a regional group 
under the International Civil 
Aviation Organisation. 

A TDA official said the 
board would serve as a stabi- 
liser to regional aviation and 
encourage foreign investment 
to help finance new aviation 
infrastructure through gov- 
ernment bonds or by leasing 
some airport operations. 

Captain Mahmoud 
Mohammad Abdul Wali 
Siam, of the Palestinian Au- 
thority, said the board would 
help win the investment 
needed to develop aviation. 

Tbe IDA official-said tbe 
study envisioned the board to 
be patterned after a similar 
regional authority in Europe 
and could be followed up by 
an airspace planning author- 
ity to set up regional routing 
structures and airspace 
allocations. 
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Russians attack Grozny palace 


(Continued from page 1) 


Chechens were prepared to 
I lay down their arms. 

I Aliv Musayad, 38, wearing 
| the green head-band of a 
j hardcore Chechen fighter, 
j said defiantly: “There is no 
1 ceasefire. We have a couple 
of Russian units surrounded. 
As soon as they put down 
their weapons they can have 
a ceasefire.” 

j Panicked civilians, traoma- 
< tised by devastating Russian 
! air raids last month, scattered 
l in all directions when the 
j warplanes roared over the 

• city above the doud cover. 

\ Tbe planes launched no 
| attacks. But, despite Mos- 

* cow’s pledge not to cany out 
imore bombing raids, 
! Chechens feared the sorties 
; were a prelude to new attacks 
; once the paper ceasefire en- 

vi tied. 



“My God, they’re back 
again,” said 40-year-old Zhu- 
nit as he dashed for the shel- 
ter of a bntiding in tbe south 
of the city. 

But the city was quieter 
than for many days except for 
the area north of the Sunzha 


river around tbe presidential 
palace. 

“It was really quiet last 
night but they (the Russians) 
started again this morning,” 
local Chechen commander 
Hussain Ishanov said in the 
bombshelter of the presiden- 
tial building. 

The conflict has damaged 
Mr. Yeltsin's democratic 
credentials and his standing 
with the west and provoked 
widespread domestic critic- 
ism. 

But the Russian lower 
house, the State Duma, side- 
lined an agenda submitted by 
liberals which focused on 
proposed draft laws curbing 
use of the army inside the 
Russian Federation. 

It approved an agenda 
proposed by conservatives in 
.which the curbs were rele- 
gated to the end of an over- 
loaded programme. This left 
them with little prospect of 
being properly aired. 

Several dozen people pro- 
tested outside parliament 
with banners condemning the 
Chechenya campaign. Some 
women held up pictures of 
sons lost in battle in 
Chechenya. 


A year later, Sydney 
still feels fire shock 


By Jason Szep 
Reuter 

SYDNEY — Green vegeta- 
tion struggles to sprout 
through the ashen residue 
covering the nigged terrain 
of the Royal National Park 
whose lush grasslands, 
forests and knobby hills 
were engulfed in devastat- 
ing firestorms a year ago. 

The park on Sydney’s 
southern outskirts is today a 
heart-wrenching reminder 
of the fires which ravaged 
Sydney in early January 
1994. 

Visitors and park rangers 
are met by hulks of craggy 
blackened trees and short 
stubby plants in areas which 
only a year ago were thriv- 
ing with thick bush and 
rainforest. 

More than 95 per cent of 
Australia’s oldest national 
park was torched, leaving 
behind vast tracts of char- 
coal trees, rocks and burnt 
plains. Experts fear another 
such fire in the next decade 
could nearly destroy the 
115-year-old retreat. ' 

“When you look across 
the park now, at least su- 
perficially, it looks green 
again. It no longer looks 
completely black and 
grey,” said Ken Ayers, dis- 
trict manager at the New 
South Wales National Parks 
and Wildlife Service. 

“The past 12-month 
period has been a very 
trying one for the park,” 
Mr. Ayers told Reuters. 

But the Royal National 
Park is not the only place 
still showing its wounds one 
year after the worst fire 
crisis to hit Australia since 
white settlement in 1788. 

Sydney itself is still feel- 
ing the searing impact of 
last year’s devastating fires. 

Dry, hot weather and 


gusty winds whipped up 
some 800 fires across New 
South Wales last January, 
killing four people, des- 
troying 206 homes and 
burning more than 800,000 
hectares (1.9S million 
acres) of land. 

As many as 20,000 fire- 
fighters fought to contain 
the blazes during the 15- 
days crisis. 

Survivors of the fires 
gathered on the first 
anniversary on Sunday to 
remember those who died 
and thank rescuers. 

The small brick church in 
the southern Sydney suburb 
of Jannali, one of the worst 
hit areas, overflowed with 
400 people who applauded 
the arrival of uniformed 
firefighters and ambulance 
officers before offering 
them a prayer of thanks . 

Although brief spells of 
hot. dry weather have 
sparked some fires in the 
state this year, few expect a 
repeat of last year's night- 
marish outbreak of fire af- 
ter fire. 

Today, however, many in 
Sydney are still in shock. 

In the suburb of Como, a 
mere 20- km south of the 
city centre, residents are 
reminded almost daily of 
the harrowing fires which 
killed a young mother and 
levelled 15 homes and a 
church in the tight-knit 
community last January. 

Marcia Dearsley, who 
has lived in Como for 27 
years, said the constant 
hammering and buzz of 
construction as residents re- 
build and repair homes are 
daily reminders of the fires 
which hit 89 houses. 

At this time last year, 
Ms. Dears ley’s neighbour- 
hood looked like a war 
zone. Lawns, once grassy, 
were ash and dirt, while the 



This photo, dated Jan. 8, 1994, shows a Sydney resident watch anxiously as a firestorm approached his property 
(AFP photo) 


charred remains of houses, 
fire-gutted cars, twisted 
metal and burnt palm trees 
lined the streets. 

“We never believed that 
anything like this could 
have happened because 
we’re not anywhere near 
the bush,” said Ms. Dears- 
ley, whose backyard pool 
was a key water source for 
the teams of firefighters on 
her street. “It’s touched ev- 
erybody.” 

The biggest concern at 
the moment is how to pre- 
vent a repeat of last year's 
disaster. 

New South Wales bush 


fire services commissioner 
Phil Koperberg says the 
state is much better pre- 
pared than 12 months ago 
and will soon have a com- 
puter simulator to predict 
the behaviour of bushfires. 

“People ask whether I 
feel any sense of occasion 
on tbe anniversary of the 
fires,” be said in a recent 
open letter published in the 
Australian newspaper. 

“Strangely, I don't, other 
than a sense of relief that 
now, a year later, we are in 
a much more benign situa- 
tion weatherwise, and that 
the likelihood of a repeti- 


tion of the January 1994 
fires in the near future is 
highly unlikely.” 

Specially designed air- 
craft will be part of the 
state's future defence 
against the ravages of bush- 
fires, which often begin in 
remote, inaccessible 
forests, Mr. Koperberg 
said. 

But Mr. Ayers at the 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Service warned Australia 
could at some point face 
such fires again as long as 
arsonists remain at work 
during dry, hot summers. 

“Our society finds it 


almost impossible to stop 
arsonists from lighting fires. 
They give them to us when 
we don’t want them,” Mr. 
Ayers said. 

National Parks and Wild- 
life Service research scien- 
tist David Keith said in a 
study in late December that 
one more large fire this 
century in the Royal National 
Park could lead to a dis- 
astrous loss to diversity in the 
park. 

“Respite from lire for 
just 10 years should be 
enough to see the royal and 
its unique ecosystems back 
from the brink,” he said. 


The marketplace can’t 
produce a good society alone 


Balkan communist 
psychology hinders ceasefire 


By William Pfeff 

. '.;r7K7. Tr.*"' 

PARIS — There is gather- 
ing resistance to that econo- 
mic orthodoxy which says 
the marketplace can and 
should set priorities in so- 
cial policy, and which be- 
lieves that maximisin g glob- 
al trade is the way to pro- 
duce the greatest prosperity 
for all. 

Tbe religion of markets 
has given us the school of 
management which de- 
dares return on investment 
the primary criterion of 
corporate value and consid- 
ers work-force layoffs and 
transfers of corporate pro- 
duction to low-wage coun- 
tries evidence of corporate 
health. It is a school uh 
creasingiy contested in both 
tbe United States and West- 
ern Europe. 

The high levels of unem- 
ployment experienced in 
Western Europe and the 
United States since the 
1970s, levels held by this 
school of thought to be the 
regrettable but essential re- 
sult of increased national 
industrial competitiveness, 
actually have meant the 
transformation of 10 to 20 
per cent (or more) of the 
work force from active and 
remunerated participation 
in the national economy — 
as contributors of wealth, 
consumers and taxpayers — 
into state dependents, at 
best. At worst, they are 
simply excised from the 
national accounts. 

Is this a proper deploy- 
ment of the resources of a 
nation? The transfer of so 
many people from work, 
income, consumption and 
tax payment to government 
dependence or indigence, 
nonconsumption ana non- 
contribution to the com- 
munity is dearly a loss to 
nation and economy, what- 
ever it does for corporate 
performance as measured 
by profit return or interna- 
tional market share. 

Obviously, corporate 
competitiveness is a good 
thing, but a society mea- 
sures itself by many criteria, 
and economic performance 
is only one of them. The 
orthodoxy of international 
labour division, with its 
faith in the “rising tide” of 
wealth creation through 
trade (allegedly lifting ev- 
ery nation’s economic 
boat), too often ignores the 
real-world obstacles, con- 
straints, manipulations and 
time lags that prevent the 
international marketplace 
from functioning in the im- 
partially benevolent way 
tbe theory promises. 

History gives evidence 
for this argument. The con- 


ventional wisdom says free 
trade .has given the leading 
countries their present 
prosperity while protection- 
ism was responsible for the 
Great Depression and the 
international crisis of the 
1930s. Actually, the econo- 
mic “miracles” that took 
place in Japan in the 1950s 
and 1960s, and elsewhere in 
Asia in the 1970s and 1980s, 
all occurred under regimes 
of formal or informal pro- 
tectionism — which con- 
tinue. 

The same is true of the 
great surge of the American 
economy in the 19th cen- 
tury. And imperial Britain 
dominated the world eco- 
nomy when it preached free 
trade but practiced imperial 
preference. 

The great European de- 
pression between 1870 and 
1890 coincided with an un- 
precedented lifting of tariff 
barriers, and GNP per capi- 
ta in Western Europe 
ceased to fall only when 
tariff policies hardened in 
the 1890s. 

Protectionism in the 
1930s was the result of the 
world economic crisis, not its 
cause. Average internation- 
al tariffs on manufactured 
goods were stable between 
1913 and the crash in 1929. 

As James Fallows has 
pointed out, the current 
orthodoxy, dominated by 
American and British eco- 
nomists committed to the 
theory of maximising trade, 
prefers to ignore the 
reasons for the postwar suc- 
cess of the Continental 
European economies and 
Japan. They gave (and 
give) primacy to produc- 
tion, not consumption. 

They acted in the intel- 
lectual tradition of the 19th 
century German economist 
Friedrich List (and, as Mr. 
Fallows notes, of Alexan- 
der Hamilton as well). List 
said that “society's well- 
being and its overall wealth 
are determined not by what 
a society can buy but what it 
can make.” Note Ger- 
many’s and Japan's con- 
tinuing determination today 
to remain manufacturing 
societies. 

Tbe belief dial market 
forces must be allowed to 
determine social priorities 


contradicts the arguments 
even of the fathers of mar- 
ket .thought. Adam Smith 
considered that the state 
even has a duty to set eco- 
nomic priorities. He consi- 
dered it obliged to “super- 
intend... the industry of pri- 
vate peoples... directing it 
towards the employments 
most suitable to the interest 
of society.” 

The state has a duty, he 
wrote, to erect and main- 
tain “certain public works 
and certain public institu- 
tions” which, although they 
may be unprofitable to pri- 
vate entrepreneurs, “may 
frequently do much more 
than repay (their cost) to a 
great society.'* 

Friedrich von Hayek, au- 
thor of “The Road to Serf- 
dom” and implacable 
.enemy of socialism, wrote 
that “the case for the state's 
helping to organise a com- 
prehensive system of social 
insurance is very strong.” It 
has been demonstrated that 
the market is the most effi- 
cient mechanism for deter- 
mining economic advantage 
but society, as Hayek indi- 
cated, is more than an eco- 
nomic machine. 

It would seem to me that 
a very important principle is 
too often ignored in making 
national economic policies. 
It is the principle that says 
living people should not be 
harmed for the sake of 
some speculative advantage 
to society in the future. The 
latter is what totalitarian 
Utopians do. They sacrifice 
the living for a theory about 
the future. The harm is 
real. The promised be- 
nefits, for those not yet 
bom, may or may not ar- 
rive. 

Today's economic ortho- 
doxies include powerful 
arguments about market 
primacy and international 
economic rationalisation. 
But they are only argu- 
ments, not proofs. A plausi- 
ble case can be made 
against them. The case may 
be wrong. But it is also 
wrong to throw people out 
of work — out of a creative 
role in society itself — for 
the sake of a theory. 


Los Angeles Times. 


- By Mark Heinrich 

■: . Reaper ~ ' 

SARAJEVO — U.N. offi- 
cials trying to devise a last- 
ing ceasefire in Bosnia say 
they face an uphill struggle 
reconciling foes reared in a 
Balkan communist culture 
of bureaucratic pettiness, 
prevarication and paranoia. 

U.N. spokesmen say 
deep enmity arising from 33 
months of vicious ethnic 
war have complicated talks 
to make a new truce be- 
tween Bosnia's Muslims 
and Serbs stick. 

U.N. officers involved in 
the talks regard their task as 
not just to overcome the 
reflexive hostility of com- 
batants but a mindset 
moulded by decades of 
communism superimposed 
on an older Balkan heritage 
of intrigue and treachery. 

“The problem is that they 
have the old psychology of 
the bureaucratic, centralist, 
paranoid communist system 
they inherited from yester-year 
and they have to get out 
of that,” said a senior U.N. 
peacekeeper. 

“Having tried to under- 
stand the psychology of 
these guys at war, we see 
they’re having a harder 
time grasping the idea of 
peace,” said another U.N. 
officer familiar with the 
talks. 

“There is so much in- 
ertia, so much over-control 
of every little thing. They 
complain about the speed 
we insist on in im- 
plementing the ceasefire. 
They can’t cope,” he told 
Reuters. 

Another U.N. officer 
said: “They think that if 
one element breaks down, 
the whole agreement is null 
and void. We’ve told them, 
'come on, if you held to 
such a 100 per cent absolut- 
ist approach you’d never 
get anything moving in the 
Balkans’.” 

In signing the ceasefire 
on Dec. 31, Bosnian Mus- 
lim and Serb leaders agreed 
to “immediately” imple- 
ment key provisions such as 
vacating a U.N. demilita- 
rised zone, reopening civi- 
lian supply rentes across 
from lines and establishing 
zones of separation where 
peacekeepers would take 
up positions. 

But none of that has hap- 
pened, calling into question 
the durability of the four- 
month “cessation of hostili- 
ties.” 

Neither side seemed to 
have any intention of fulfill- 
ing its part of the bargain 
without seeking linkages 
sure to tie the trace process 
in procedural knots, U.N. 


Jordan Times 
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Serb separatist leader Radovan Karadzic gestures as he 
explains an ethnic map of Bosnia- Herzegovina at his 
headquarters. Serb militaries often stopped convoys from 
reaching their destinations (AFP photo) 


sources say.. 

“They have disputed 
points of implementation 
right down to the number of 
inspectors at crossing 
points,” one said. 

Pathological manoeuvr- 
ing, suspicion and obstruc- 
tionism by warring parties 
have tormented peacemak- 
ing efforts in Bosnia. 

International envoys who 
have sought in vain to 
staunch the bloodletting 
and engineer a peace treaty 
over the past three years 
have been constantly 
wrong-footed by the fac- 
tions’ boundless capacity 
for bad faith, diplomats say. 

Scores of ceasefires and 
pledges of free movement 
for U.N. humanitarian aid 
operations were solemnly 
signed in front of gratified 
foreign mediators only to 
be broken within hours. 

Communist-style red 
tape harassment of U.N. 
missions in Bosnia are 
legendary. Some convoys 
were denied passage if com- 
batants found one item,' of 
cargo missing from a man- 
ifest, or allowed to proceed 
only after ransoms were 
paid. 

Serb leaders ritually de- 
nied violations of human 


rights while gunmen expel- 
led Muslims and Croats 
from their homes. 

Now, signed commit- 
ments to “immediately” im- 
plement the ceasefire have 
fallen by the wayside as if 
they never existed. 

Instead, sessions of the 
“central joint commission” 
on tbe ceasefire have 
tamed into theatre, U.N. 
sources say. 

Meetings break down in 
propaganda tirades deli- 
vered by each side in the 
obfuscatory style of com- 
munist apparatchiks. 

“We just watched them 
for an hour at one point as 
they accused each other of 
this, that and the other. It 
was almost group therapy,” 
said one senior U.N. offk- 
er. 

“These talks are like de- 
ntal surgery. There is an 
enormous storehouse of 
Balkan bad faith on both 
sides,” said another. 

“AD this has to do with 
their cultural lack of confi- 
dence and trust- We have to 
keep telling them to stop 
this propagandist language 
because, look, they have 
stopped fighting and need 
to develop a new rela- 
tionship.” 







» Economy . 

Arabs seen reviving common market Miltl 


DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Peace with 
Israel and die emergence of 
more world trade blocs will 
likely prompt Arab states to 
revive a common market they 
created three decades ago but 
which soon collapsed amid 
political rifts, officials and 
experts said Wednesday. 

The existing differences 
have thwarted repeated 
attempts to recreate such a 
market and blocked the im- 
plementation of other bilater- 
al and joint economic agree- 
ments. 

“I am optimistic this time 
about domestic develop- 
ments and a merger of the 
Arab economies/' said Mufid 
Shehab, chairing a major 
conference on Arab econo- 
mies in the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAEj. 

“Now that the Arab-Israeli 
conflict is nearing an end, 
Arab political will and think- 
ing will be directed towards 
that goal because the mea- 
sures and resources ear- 


marked for that conflict wfll 
be diverted to development,” 
be told AFP at the confer- 
ence on ways for Arabs to 
meet the challenge of world 
blocs. 

More than 400 officials and 
experts from the Arab World 
end other countries and orga- 
nisations debated a long-term 
Arab economic strategy at 
the three-day conference 
sponsored by the 22-member 
Arab League. 

It was expected to issue 
recommendations late 
Wednesday defining the 
guidelines for the new 
strategy, covering a regional 
economic alliance and ways 
to deal with the European 
Union (UE) and other blocs. 

Arab nations agreed to a 
common market in 1964 but 
the project was shortlived 
due to political differences, 
unrest and severe economic 
problems in some member 
states, experts said. 

Later they signed econo- 
mic cooperation accords on a 


trilateral and collective basis 
to ease trade but such pacts 
have not become a reality. 

As a result, trade among 
the 22 members has not ex- 
ceeded 10 per cent of their 
total trade of more than $200 
billion a year. 

Experts also blamed the 
existence of high customs 
tariffs despite a 1982 pact 
stipulating the removal of 
such duties. 

An Arab economic merger 
will give rise to a major con- 
sumer market in a region 
with around 240 million in- 
habitants and Gross Domes- 
tic Product of more than 5470 
billion in 1993, according to 
official figures. 

“Past failures are due to 
the absence of political will 
and the presence of rifts 
among Arabs, said Mr. She- 
hab, rector of Cairo Universi- 
ty and chairman of the Egyp- 
tian parliament's foreign rela- 
tions committee. 

“But I think now Arabs 


will recover awareness with 
the establishment of peace in 
the region and the emergence 
of new giant world blocs. Z 
believe that the lessons of tbe 
past 40 years will also be a 
strong motivation,’' he 
added. 

Mr. Shehab. who was chief 
Egyptian negotiator with 
Israel over tbe Red Sea resort 
of Taba in the mid-1980s, 
said Arabs should prepare for 
an economic relationship 
with the Jewish state. 

“Regarding Israel, the 
state of war will change into a 
state of peace when it with- 
draws from all the occupied 
Arab lands. This means a 
normalisation of ties with it, 
politically and economical- 
ly... Peace with Israel will 
bring new challenges that are 
no less serious than tbe chal- 
lenges of war/' be pointed 
out. 

Mr. Shehab said there was 
no justification for Arab fears 
that economic links with 


Israel could allow the Jewish 
state to control their econo- 
mies, doe to its superior tech- 
nology. 

“Normalisation with Israel 
does not mean the end of the 
Arab entity or identity. So 
there is no reason for such 
fears/' he said. 

More than 20 studies were 
presented at the conference, 
covering development in the 
Arab World, oil and pet- 
rochemicals, the experience 
of the EU and other group- 
ings and cooperation be- 
tween Arabs and such trading 
blocs. 

Former Egyptian prime 
minis ter Ali Lutfi said the 
GATT deal signed by more 
than 120 countries in Moroc- 
co last year should prompt 
Arabs to get together. 

“I have a feeling Arabs will 
be earnest in fresh attempts 
this time to create an econo- 
mic alliance. They realise 
that they could remain on the 
sidelines in this age of giant 
groups/' he said. 


Record fall of Italian lira 
alarms markets, press 


MILAN. Italy (AFP) — 
Dealers on financial markets 
and commentators in the 
press expressed alarm 
Wednesday about the weak- 
ness of the’ lira which reached 
new depths during trading in 
the morning. 

The lira touched a record 
low point of 1.062 here, ral- 
lying to 1.0613.5 but a dealer 
at one leading international 
bank commented: “If the lira 
falls past 1.062 it will then fall 
straight to 1,065.” 

He said that the collapse of 
the lira was the result of 
political crisis in Italy but 
“also, during the last two 
days, of the fall of the dollar 
against the mark," 

The dollar has been under- 
mined by a financial crisis in 
Mexico ’where the peso has 
shed 30 per cent of its value. 

At stock brokers Murchio 
Sim. Michael Lerubino said 
that the lira might fall to 
1.075 lire to the mark in the 
next two. three or four days if 
political uncertainty per- 
sisted. 

He also noted that the fall 
of the lira was not an'isolated 
event. 

■Throughout the world 
fund managers tend to dis- 
pose of weak currencies in 
favour of more stable ones/' 
he said in a reference to the 
troubled peseta. Swedish 
krona and Belgian franc. 

Other experts said that the 
lira might continue to plunge 
as far as 1.100 to the mark in 
the near future if Italian Pres- 
ident Oscar Luigi Scalfaro 
was unable to bring together 
a lasting government capable 
of dealing with the Italian 
public deficit. 

If the new government 
were unable so win the confi- 
dence of parliament and it 
became inevitable that an 
early election would be held, 
the lira would fall and fall, 
dealers said. 

The !! Message ro newspap- 
er in Rome carried a headline 
readme "The lira without 


support, stock market stuck” 
on Wednesday. The Republi- 
ca said: “Black Tuesday for 
the lira” and the economic 
daily newspaper Sole e 24ore 
said that “the fog of political 
crisis sinks lira.” 

The Corriere della Sera, 
noting that the market had 
shed 1 .48 per cent of its value 
on Tuesday, said that a fall 
on the bond market implied 
that foreign investors had de- 
cided to sell. 

In an interview with Cor- 
riere. an economist of the 
Forza Italia party of outgoing 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlus- 
coni. Antonio Marzano. ac- 
cused the governor of the 
Italian central bank, Antonio 
Fazio, of having contributed 
to the collapse of the lira by- 
mentioning in Basel, Switzer- 
land, on "Monday that the 
bank might have to raise its 
key rates. 

“This kind of statement, 
just like pessimistic forecasts 
abuot similarity between Ita- 
ly and Mexico, is one of the 
factors weighing on the 
lire." he said. 

Mr. Marzano said: “There 
are some real problems to : 
which we should give our 
attention but there is also a 
tendency to be rather too 
alarmist and speculators be- 
nefit." 

The II Giomo newspaper 
commented that the lira had- 
fallen by about IS per cent 
against the mark in a year. 

It also noted that an in- 
crease of one point in key 
rates by the Bank of Italy 
would increase interest pay- 
ments on the public debt 6v 
20.000 billion lire (SI2.3 bil- 
lion) a year. 

“International speculators 
know that wiihout serious in- 
tervention such as that led by 
the two governments of 
Ciampi and Amato (which 
preceded the Berlusconi 
administration.), the Italian 
economy can only deterio- 
rate. and so they are attack- 
ing the lira" the paper wrote. 


U.S. Senate panel confirms 
Rubin for treasury post 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Treasury Secretary nominee 
Robert Rubin won swift con- 
firmation from the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee Tuesday- 
only minutes after the panel’s 
members had begun to ques- 
tion the former Wall Street 
executive. 

At the urging of the panel's 
chairman. Senator Bob Pack- 
wood. an Oregon Republi- 
can. Mr. Rubin was con- 
firmed in a unanimous voice 
vote by the committee after 
members of both parties 
praised him strongly. 

“The president has chosen 
wisely/' said Senator Alfbnse 
d’Amato, a New York Re- 
publican who introduced Mr. 
Rubin to the panel. Mr. 
Rubin is expected to win 
approval from the full Sen- 
ate. 

Mr. Rubin, 56. who has 
spent the last two years as 
head of President Bill Clin- 
ton’s National Economic 
Council, will continue to field 
questions from lawmakers as 
part of bis confirmation hear- 
ing before tbe. finance com- 
mittee. 

He was tapped by Mr. 
Clinton after former Treas- 


ury Secretary Lloyd Bentsen 
announced last month his 
plans to retire. 

In his opening statement. 
Mr. Rubin offered to work 
with the new Republican- 
controlled Congress in shap- 
ing economic policy. But he 
set out clear markers on what 
he thought that should entail. 

In prepared testimony. Mr. 
Rubin defended the adminis- 
tration's economic record in 
its first two years in office but 
acknowledged that more 
needs to be done. 

"Much remains to be done 
at this critical juncture if our 
country is to prosper/* he 
said. “It is crucial that the 
administration and Congress 
work together effectively.” 

He sounded a conciliatory 
note to Republicans. "I am 
pragmatic, and I believe that 
differences can usually be re- 
solved. not always but usual- 
ly," he said. 

“I also believe that there 
are no easy answers to the 
significant issues of economic 
policy and that difficult trade- 
offs are almost always in- 
volved.” he added. 

Mr. Rubin suggested four 
principles to guide economic 


policy: Maintaining fiscal dis- 
cipline. promoting productiv- 
ity, supporting international 
cooperation and modernising 
financial markets. 

“Tax cuts or spending 
programmes must be paid 
for. and we must sustain our 
efforts to continue reducing 
the deficit." Mr. Rubin said. 

But he also backed a 
reordering of the budget to 
emphasise education, train- 
ing and what he called other 
“essential” public invest- 
ments. 

Like Mr. Bentsen. Mr. 
Rubin is a moderate Demo- 
crat with strong ties to the 
business community. He is 
not expected to chart radical 
new policy directions as 
treasury chief. 

Mr. Rubin echoed Mr. 
Bentsen's call for changes in 
the way banks are regulated 
and hinted that he would 
press efforts to trim the num- 
ber of regulators. 

“We can make American 
financial markets more com- 
petitive and more efficient 
through modernising regula- 
tory structure and regula- 
tions/' he told lawmakers. 


UAE trade surplus halved in ’94 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Glasbergen 



ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
sharp rise in imports and 
unchanged oil exports nearly 
halved the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) trade surplus in 
1994 and this will widen the 
gap in the balance of pay- 
ments. officials have said. 

The surplus stood at 
around 7.8 billion dirhams 
(52.12 billion) in 1994 com- 
pared with 14.5 billion 
dirhams (53.95 billion) in 
1993. according to Khalifa AI 
Jallaf. head of the UAE 
chambers' federation. 

His figures, published in Al 
Bayan daily, showed imports 
surged to 80.4 billion dirhams 


Peanuts 


(S21.9 billion) in 1994 from 
72 billion dirhams (519.61 bil- 
lion; 

Exports rose slightly to 
88.2 billion dirhams (524 bil- 
lion) from 86.5 billion 
dirhams (523.56 billion). 

Officials said the rise in 
exports was mainly due to a 
growth in non-oil exports, 
mainly manufactured pro- 
ducts. as the Gulf nation 
pressed a head with attempts 
to diversify its oil-reliant eco- 
nomy. 

The decline in the 1994 
trade surplus, they said, is 
likeiv to widen the balance of 


payment deficit, which was 
estimated at 650 million 
dirhams (5177.1 million) in 
1993. 

Oil exports in 1994 are 
expected to be equivalent to 
the 1993 level of around 44.5 
billion dirhams (S12.12 bil- 
lion) as crude prices have 
remained almost unchanged. 

Expons of oil have enabled 
the UAE to maintain a sur- 
plus in its trade balance, 
which peaked at 30.7 billion 
dirhams (58.36 billion) in 
1991 due to price rises and 
the country's increased out- 
put during the Gulf war. 


pressure 
continues 
on Saudi 
riyal 

DUBAI (R) — Mild pressure 
persisted on the Saadi Ara- 
bian riyal Wednesday from 
U.S. and European banks 
apparently taking a long view 
on the chance of a devalua- 
tion, bankers said. 

They said tbe speculation, 
which started after the king- 
dom announced its 1995 
budget with a forecasted 
budget deficit of 54 billion, 
persisted on one-year riyal- 
dollar forward rates. 

But the spot rate firmed 
after Saudi officials assured 
tbe market there would be no 
devaluation of the riyal. 

“There is no pressure on 
the spot rate which tells you 
that any thoughts about a 
devaluation are not immedi- 
ate/' one senior Saudi-based 
banker said. 

Riyal-dollar swap rates — 
which rise when speculation 
of a devaluation builds as 
people question the strength 
of the Saudi economy — also, 
fell when the Saudi finance 
minister was quoted Monday 
in a London-based newspap- 
er saying a devaluation was 
"out of the question/’ 

But rates were still around 
185-200 points Wednesday, 
meaning that an operator 
seeking dollars in a year 
would have to pay 3.7685- 
3.77 riyals instead of parity of 
3.75. 

“One-year forward points 
are now at 185 to 200. If you 
look at the latter part of 1993 
you see these forward points 
were up to 550. That is real 
speculation against the 
nyal,” one senior banker 
said. 

“What we have now is just 
an interest a few overseas 
banks have in taking a risk 
because it is very cheap,” he 
said. 

Another banker said fhe 
speculation was by banks 
who are looking at it as part 
of their overall portfolios. 

He said if the riyal, fixed at 
3.75 to die dollar since 1986, 
were d e value d to -four rj iy at s ’ 
to the- dollar, - speculators- 
could have been buying dol- 
lars on the forward market at 
200 points a year for 12 years 
and still make a profit. 

“If I were sitting in London 
and I did not know the Saudi 
riyal very well I would look 
upon this as being a very 
cheap way to take a risk on 
the absolute outside chance 
that a devaluation becomes 
forced, but those who believe 
that don't know enough ab- 
out Saudi Arabia," a senior 
dealer commented. 

“We have been seeing lots 
of calls from European and 
London banks who want to 
take that risk. We firmly be- 
lieve there is not going to be a 
devaluation so we are happy 
to take the risk against the 
devaluation while they are 
taking it in favour of devalua- 
tion/' he said. 
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Clinton tells Treasury 
— keep helping Mexico 

WASHINGTON (R) — President Bill Clinton Wednesday 
directed the Treasury Department, working dosely with the 
Federal Reserve, the U.S. central bank, to continue taking 
steps to help Mexico get through its financial woes. “We 
have a strong interest in prosperity and stability in Mexico," 
Mr. Clinton said in a written statement. “It is in America's 
economic and strategic interest that Mexico succeeds." Mr. 
Clinton's directive came a day after Mexican stocks fell in a 
panic as interest rates soared toward 50 per cent, and the 
government of President Ernesto Zedillo stepped in and 
bought up shares in a desperate bid to check the freefali. Mr. 
Clinton said he had spoken to Mr. Zedillo and conveyed 
continued U.S. support for Mexico. 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Rfghtor Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: Not a good morning to handle anxiety 
al borne that is tbe result of a business limitation. Until late 
afternoon situations arise that call for poise and tact. Be careful in 
your choice of words. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This is a good day to disensa with 
experts bow to improve your work routines ana become more 
efficient. Be cooperative with associates. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Sit down with fellow associa te s and 
know just what is expected of you and bow to have more mutual 
success in the days ahead. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You can improve home condition by 
agreeing with ideas of your loved ones more. Don’t neglect younger 
persons who are eager for guidance. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get in touch with persons 
who know all about entertainment which is foreign to you but would 
like to get into. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Study monetary procedures before you 
handle whatever it is you have in ntind and become better informed 
on what needs to be accomplished. 

VIRGO: (August 2? to September 22) Be sure you know your true 
desires before going after them since there is every chance you will 
gain them through your efforts. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Get busy ami make a 
workable plan for the days ahead and then put it quickly in 
operation. Make like easier by being modem in your actions. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Try to get friends to help 
you in your aims and take suggestions which can bring you greater 
success and,; recognition by a bigwig. 

SAGITTARIUS: ([November 22 to December 21) Study what your 
true position is with those who can assist you in your worldly goals. 
State your ideas and ambitions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Find the right interests 
through which you can make progress in some plan whim you hare. 
Be tactful in any suggestions or criticism. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) If you hove handled those 
duties which your mate requested, your romantic life is fine, but if 
not get them completed quickly. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) If you don't like terms of a 
contract with partners, say so, but be very precise. Avoid one who 
has an eye on your assets. 

FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, JANUARY 13, 1995 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: The early morning conjunction of tbe 
Sun to Neptune create kindness, sympathy and understanding. 
Feelings are strung and emotions are vulnerable. Neptune makes us 
very impressionable as the evening end on a positive note. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Get dull tasks completed early, and 
later a new contact brings fine ideas so that you can advance in yum 
career and be successful. I I ° J 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20} Hamflc^je details of a special talent 
ybirpOficsS ifa the morning. Later a fellow' associate comes out with 
a fine idea for your progress. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Early get your tasks completed, and 
later you can enjoy some modwn form of enter tainm ent. Steer dear 
of harassment. 

MOON CHILD REN: (June 22 to July 21) Clear your desk of 
assignments in the morning, and later some home matter can prove 
very pleasant Take care of yourself. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Get your practical affairs in order and 
later you can get into some new outlet which is very interesting. Be 
charming to others you meet 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Early do whatever will 
improve your health and then you get fine ideas on how to improve 
your property. Put ideas into operation. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Forget all that detail tasks 
which are stagnating and get together with clever friends who have 
right answers to your problems. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Do something thoughtful 
for your friends and you will be appreciated. After an active day, 
spend time with charming persons. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Morning is fine for 
h and l i n g career activities and later pursue your finest desires. 
Entertain friends quietly at your borne. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Early go on with that 
quest for needed information and then you can contact that bigwig 
with a Hair and gaiif nece ss a^ , ha iring 

AQUARIUS: (January^! to February 19) This is a good day tor 
making collections and paying bills. Make as many new acquaint- 
ances as you can, since me future is brighter. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Be sure to cany through with 
promises you have made to partners. Something dramatic i^ n please 
your mate in the evening. 
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A review 
of economic news 
from tbe Arabic press 


Cable car 
to link 
Ma’in with 
Dead Sea 

4r& Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration (JIC) Director- 
General Mohammad 
Batayneh expects the JIC to 
have made a JD15 million 
profit . last year, about the 
/t same amount posted in 1993. 
He said JICs main invest- 
ment for this year would be a 
cable car project between 
Hammamat ; . Ma'm and the 
Dead Sea. The project would 
cost about JD8 milli on m 
which the JIC would have a 
10 to 20 per cent stake. Mr. 
Batayneh said the rest of the 
equity would be left to the 
private sector, noting that the 
interest shown by foreign 
companies in the project was 
very encouraging. Mr. 
Batayneh said the feasibility 
study for the project indi- 
cated there would be a good 
return on the investment, 
especially with relatively low 
and competitive prices. The 
JIC will set up a company for 
this purpose and will be 
announcing the details of the 
firm this month, Mr. 
Batayneh said, adding that 
the scheme will be under 
implementation towards the 
end of ' this year (A1 Dus- 
tonr). 

Petra was visited by 
161.234 people last year. The 
highest number of monthly 
visitors was 23,029 during the 
month of April. The number 
of visitors was 18,154 -and 
£ 18,047 during October and 
‘ November respectively (A1 
Ra’f). 

☆☆ Produce exports during 
December 1994 amounted to 
17,320 tonnes, worth abojit 
JD 5.5 million. Lebanon*! 
bought the highest volume 
(26.7 per cent), followed by 
Saudi Arabia (23.9 per cent), 
and the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Bahrain at 19.9 per 
cent and 19.1 per cent respec- 
tively. 

-trtr The new price for a pack 
of Cartier, Dunbill Interna- 
tional or Rothmans Royal 
imported by the Ministry of 
Supply is JD 1.500. The 
ministry also fixed the price 
of Lucky tuna at 265 fils a can 
(AJ Ra’i). 

irir The Cities and Villages 
Development Bank last year 
extended 116 loans, amount- 
ing to JD 7.6 million com- 
pared to 172 loans in 1993, 
amounting to JD 7.5 million. 
Tbe loans benefited 80 
municipal councils and 38 ru- 
ral councils; 47 per cent of 
loans went for opening and 
asphalting roads, 24 per cent 
were to reschedule overdue 
loans and nine per cent for 
productive projects (A1 
Ra’i). 

☆tfr Under an agreement 
a signed at the Civil Aviation 
"Authority, Royal Jordanian 
will be flying from Amman to 
Kansai airport in Osaka, 
Japan, via Delhi. Flights are 
expected before mid-1995 
(A1 Ra’i). 

☆ ☆ The society of 
moneychangers is demanding 
a reduction in licensing fees 
and in annual fees, which 
amount to JD 15,000 and 
14,000 respectively. Other 
demands which were pre- 
sented to the Central Bank 
were: (1) Easing of adminis- 
trative restrictions by provid- 
ing monthly rather than daily 
statistical reports; (2) freeing 
the purchase of foreign cur- 
rencies from banks without 
having to get a prior approval 
from the Central Bank; (3) 
allowing moneychangers to 
deal directly with the Central 
Bank in buying and selling 
foreign currencies; (4) facili- 
tating export and import of 
foreign Currencies and pre- 
cious metals; (5) permitting a 
dealing process between out- 
go] ng foreign currencies 
against incoming foreign cur- 
rencies without the need for 
incoming transfers against 
the outgoing foreign curren- 
cies and (6) permitting having 
intermediate (temporary) 

- accounts to facilitate dealings 
and ensure a better control 
between the moneychangers 
and their diems outside the 
country (Saftt A1 Shaab). 


Reduction of car customs did not benefit ordinary people 


By Samoa Aba Sharar 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The reduction 
in customs duty on cars which 
went into effect on Nov. 13, 
1994 has sown confusion and 
misconception of the move 
among people. More impor- 
tantly, it did not lower the 
price of cars to meet average 
people's expectations and 
budgets as the government 
has intended it, car dealers 
say. 

One day before the law 
was implemented, then- 
finance minister Sami Gam- 
mob announced that the deci- 
sion of the government was 
taken to enable a bigger num- 
ber of Jordanians to obtain a 
means of transportation that 
would suit their budget. 

Ordinary people who were 
expecting to buy a car that 
costs JD20,000 for JD1 1,000, 


were disappointed since 
according to the new law it 
only came down to JD17,000; 
thus it stays beyond their 
budget. 

On the other hand, 
affluent people who wanted 
to buy a car for JD250,000 
and it came down to 
JD230,000 will buy the vehi- 
cle anyway since the reduc- 
tion is a minor issue that 
practically does not hurt their 
original budget, says Moussa 
Kaktsh, assistant general 
manager of the Arab East 
Auto Company. 

Tbe custom duty reduction 
seems to have served the 
wealthy people more than 
ordinary people, he said. 

The majority of car dealers 
contacted by the Jordan 
Times agreed on three main 
and essentia] points which 
confused people. 


First, a general misunder- 
standing concerning the new- 
ly implemented law. Many 
people believed that the re- 
duction involved the actual 
price of the car instead of the 
reduction in custom duty. 

For example, the custom 
duty of a car with an engine 
capacity of 1500cc to 20u0cc 
was according to the new law 
reduced by 40 per cent. The 
general understandings was 
that the 40 per cent came off 
the price of the car. 

Zaki Ayoubi, manager of 
the United Automobiles 
Trading Company, explained 
that ‘'in purchasing a car 
there are many things in- 
volved which would make the 


reduction appear so little.” 

Freight charges of five per 
cent, price of the manufactur- 
ing company (which accord- 
ing to car dealers is set by the 
home company and does not 
bring them any additional 
profit as some people are 
claiming), price of the car, 
additional charges (registra- 
tion, stamps, etc) 15 per cent, 
and sales tax of seven per 
cent are the main fees that 
anyone would have to pay in 
purchasing a new car. 

Therefore, a Mitsubishi 
Colt that normally cost 
JD14.650 before the reduc- 
tion now costs JD1 1,300. 

Secondly, many believe 
that the postponement of 


buying a new car for the year 
to come would result in an 
additional reduction of 10 per 
cent. But, according to the 
new law the reduction of 10 
per cent is only applicable to 
used cars. 

The Autocars and Spare 
Parts Association recently 
submitted a demand to the 
Ministry of Finance to recon- 
sider its decision of not in- 
cluding new cars in the 10 per 
cent reduction if the model of 
the car becomes one year 
out-moded. 

Mr. Ayoubi hopes that the 
response of the Ministry of 
Finance will be positive since 
this will come to benefit both 
the customer and car com- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 


bullion markets Wednesday. 
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AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 

BOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - S3KEISANI 
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AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 
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PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 
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parties. 

Thirdly, many are still anti- 
cipating a new reduction in 
custom duties on cars after 
rumours have spread indicat- 
ing such a move. But Nadhmi 
Abdullah, head of the Cus- 
toms Department, has denied 
that any further reduction is 
planned. 

Many car dealers assume 
that these expectations and 
the difficult economic situa- 
tion in the country are major 
factors in people's reluctance 
to buy cars. 

Most car dealers contacted 
report that the year 1992 and 

1993 were better in sales than 
1994. 

According to Mathhar 
Horani, sales manager at 
Ismail Belbeisi Company, 

1994 was not significant in 
sales because of the unstable 
economic conditions that 
accompanied the changing 
political situation in the coun- 
try and the low income of 
Jordanians. 

Few car dealers saw 1994 
as generally better in sales 
than the last few years. 

Mr. Kakish of Arab East 
Auto Company said that his 
company sold 500 to 600 
Opel cars in 1994 compared 
to 170 to 200 cars in 1993. 

Mahmdouh Naber, sales 
manager of General Jorda- 
nian Automobile Trading 
Company said that their sales 
in Honda tripled in 1994 com- 
pared to 1993. 4 

Despite the difference of 
opinions among car dealers, 
they do all agree that the car 
sales has been difficult for all 


car companies over the last 
few months, but hope that it 
will improve since the sus- 
pense is over after the cus- 
toms duty reduction. 

A review of the number of 
most popular cars on 
Jordanian streets: 

Mercedes 31,663 

Toyota 16,835 

Opel 9,898 

Lada 7,330 

Datsun 7,242 

Honda 6,873 

Mitsubishi 6,507 

Volkswagen 4,483 

Mazda 4,308 

Nissan 3,523 

BMW 3,464 

Peugeot 3,015 

Renault 2,796 

Chevrolet 2,289 

Dodge 2,207 

Fiat 2,093 

Volvo 1,921 

Hyundai 1,910 

Daihatsu 1,787 

Daewoo 1,738 

Sahara 1,309 

Among the least popular 
passenger cars in Amman : 
Jaguar 90 

Porshe 64 

Rolls Royce 14 

Ferrari 6 

Others = 11,128 

Total = 136,778 

Some of the cheapest pas- 
senger cars in Jordan 
(base prices without op- 
tions): 


Car: 

Model 

CC: 

Old price 

New Price 

Lada 

2105 

1500 

JD6.500 

JD5.500 

Fiat 

Sahin 

1600 

JD10.750 

JDS ,800 

Renault 

Clio 

1600 

JD 12,000 

JD9.850 

Toyota 

Tercel 

1300 


JD12.900 

Suzuki 

Swift 

1300 

JD 12,250 

JD9.700 

Honda 

Civic 


JD23,000 

JD 16,500 

Mitsubishi 

Colt 

1300 

JD14.650 

JD11.300 

Opel 

Corsa 

1200 

JD13.750 

JD1 1,500 

Peugeot 

306 xR 

1360 

JD 16,000 

JD13.500 

7ny 



JD5.200 

JD3.900 


Gulf International Bank 
to open office in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — Bahrain-based Gulf International Bank 
(GIB) will open a representative office in Beirut soon to 
study investment opportunities, including the possibility of 
opening a commercial branch, the bank’s general manager 
said Wednesday. The bank’s general "manager Ghazi Abdul 
Jawad, a member of a visiting team of Bahraini financial 
officials, said the office was set to open within a month at 
some point it could be upgraded to a branch of Gulf 
International in Lebanon. Mr. Abdul Jawad told Reuters the 
office “will study and identify investment opportunities, 
cement existing ties or set up new links with Lebanese banks 
and also take part in financing development projects in 
Lebanon. If Gulf International, owned by the governments 
of the six-state Guilf Cooperation Council, were to open a 
branch in Beirut, it would be the first from the Gulf region to 
do so, Mr. Abdul Jawad said. 
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MING-SHING 

Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str nearBaytuna 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 
Tel,: 861 
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Cole signs for Manchester United 


in record- breaking deal 

Sale brings frenzy of transfer speculation 


LONDON (R) — Dennis Bergkamp, Matthew Le Tissier, 
Stan CoUymore, Chris Armstrong, Les Ferdinand or Nick 
Barmby could be heading for Newcastle — if Wednesday's 
British newspapers are to be believed. 

The British record transfer of Andy Cole from Newcastle 
to Manchester United Tuesday sent the papers into a 
Jenzy of speculation as to how Newcastle manager Kevin 
Keegan will spend the 6.0 million pounds ($938 million) 
cash settlement he received for the striker. 

The total cost of the transfer is estimated at 7.0 million 
pounds ($10.94 million) with teenager Keith Gillespie, who 
has moved from Manchester to Newcastle as part of the 
deal, valued at 1.0 million pounds ($1.56 million). 

“The sky is the limit," say the Daily Mail, who daizn 
Inter Milan’s Dutch international star Bergkamp tops 
Keegan's wanted list. 

Bergkamp would like to play in England and Newcastle 
chairman Sir John Hall has been keen on biro for a while. 
The snag up to now has been Be rgk amp’s wages, not the 
transfer fee. 


“The Cole deal can change the Tyneside club’s wages 
structure and pave the way for Bergkamp,” according to 


the Mail. 

The Express, however, claims: “Kevin Keegan will make 
an audacious move for Matt Le Ussier to cool Newcastle 
fans’ anger over yesterday's sale. 

“Despite denials from Southampton, the 5.0 million 
pounds (P.81 million) sale of their cult hero Le Tissier is 
an option Newcastle will hastily pursue.” 

The Daily Mirror says Keegan has no less than six targets 
— Crystal Palace’s Armstrong, Queens Park Rangers’ 
" "■ arth of 


Ferdinand, Tottenham's Barmby, Dean Holdswor_ 
Wimbledon, Le Tissier and Nottingham Forest man 
CoUymore, a Manchester United target before their swoop 
for Cole. 

Meanwhile the Sun believes that having brought Cole to 
Old Trafford. Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson 
wiU now recoup some funds by selling striker Mark Hughes 


to Everton for 2.5 mATion pounds ($3.91 million). 

Most papers speculate on Cole’s new wage package, with 
the Mirror claiming it will work out at 24,100 pounds 
($37,660) a week — comfortably the highest in British 
soccer — with a basic 12,000 pounds ($18,750), rising to 
14,000 pounds ($21,880), a 750.000 pounds ($1.17 million) 
signing-on bonus, a 600,000 pounds ($937,600) cut of the 
fee because he didn’t ask for a transfer and 2.0 million 
pounds ($3.13 million) in personal endorsements and 
sponsorship deals. 

"In addition,'' the paper says. “Cole will collect dub 
bonuses for European, Title and Cup successes.” 

There is also plenty of comment on the move — and 
warnings for Ferguson should his purchase fail to live up to 
expectations. 

“When Ferguson staked his reputation yesterday, he not 
only took football by storm but also unleashed upon Old 
Trafford the player who has failed to fulfil himself at three 
dubs. He must do so at his fourth,” writes the Mad. 

Writing in die Express, former Leeds star John Giles 
compares the purchase of Cole to that of Eric Cantona but 
warns: “Cole may not fit so snugly into the Old Trafford 
set-up. 

“Whenever I have seen Cole I have admired his talent 
and exceptional goalscoring ability. But I have also disliked 
a moodiness, an attitude problem. His body language 
towards teammates left a lot to be desired.” 

Former Liverpool favourite and now BBC TV pundit 
Alan Hansen, writing in Today, predicts: “Alex Ferguson 
may have blown more than a massive hole in Manchester 
United’s bank balance. 

“It could be he has also blown the club’s chance of 
winning their third successive championship. 

“No matter how good Cole is, he’ll take time to settle. 
And, just as importantly. Old Traffonfs established stars 
will take time to understand what his game's all about. 

“It could all be just too much for them in what is left of 
this season.” 


Osaka bids 
for 2008 
Olympics 


OSAKA (AFP) — Osaka 
wants to host the 29th Sum- 
mer Olympic Games in 2008. 
Japan's second largest city 
would be competing against 
Beijing and Cape Town. 

Mayor Masaya Nishio said 
Wednesday: “We believe 
there’s no obstacle as it'll be 
44 years after the Tokyo 
Olympics in 1964.” 

The main stadium and 
other facilities would be built 
on the man-made islands 
under construction in Osaka 
Jjay, a 30-minute hydrofoil 
ride from Kansai Internation- 
al Airport. 

Nishio said Beijing and 
Cape Town were their major 
rivals. i-.-‘ L 


Blair, Koss, Morceli finalists 
for ‘95 Jesse Owens Award 


NEW YORK (R1 — 
American speed skater 
Bonnie Blair, Norwegian 
speed skater Johan Olav 
Koss and Algerian long dis- 
tance runner Noureddine 
Morceli are the finalists for 
the 1855 Jesse Owens inter- 
national trophy award, the 
award's founder. Herb 
Douglas, announced Tues- 
day. 

Blair became the first 
American to win the same 
event in three consecutive 
Winter Olympics when she 
successfully defended her 
500 metres title at the Iille- 
baramer Games last year. 
Blair’s victory in the 1,000 
metres gave her a fifth 


career Olympic gold med- 
al, more than any female 
American Olympian. 

Koss. who is also known 
for his humanitarian work, 
was a triple gold medal 
winner in Lillehammer. He 
became a national hero and 
international star by win- 
ning the 1,500, 5,000 and 
10,000 metre events, all in 
world record time. 

Morcelli overcame a case 
of flu in Paris last Septem- 
ber to claim the men's 
overall tide for the Grand 
Prix athletics season. Mor- 
ceili last year also added 
the 3,000 metres world re- 
cord to the marks he holds 
at . L 500 . metres and the 


mile. 

Koss and Blair were 
already named co-winners 
of Sports Illustrated’s 
Sportsman of the Year 
Award. 

The Jesse Owens award, 
founded in 1980. is pre- 
sented annually “to the 
athlete who bat personi- 
fies excellence in athletic 
performance and promotes 
sincere cooperation and 
understanding among peo- 
ples of all nations.” 

The winner, selected by 
an international panel of 
electors, will be announced 
on January 17. The award 
will be presented on Febru- 
, ary 7 in New York. 
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now fly from Amman to 75 destinations 
in' North America 


Airxvjvs iuii lly vou 

Amman iti «, mt 75 eitiw m North America 
lln ihi? way you ’ll be able to enjoy in-dight 
videos, delicious Arabic cuisine, and our 


renowned British Airways hospital its*. 

Flight* jrritr at London ’i Hexham 
airport, when. 1 vou "11 be able to relax in 
our exclusive Oau. Lounge be tore tlyini: 


on to jiv . 'JK. u! j. - ,* 

No rili America. 

Li.r.v many refccr airline*, ear. wr.-r *.au 
such a -or-STjuided semee: 


British Airways 


Jordan Soccer League 


Ahli face Wihdat, Arabi take on Hussein 


By Afcen Bannayan . 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A1 Ramtha 
will be aiming for a win 
when they play Ai Qadis- 
sieh Thursday while hoping 
that AJ Ahli will stage an 
upset over leaders A! 
Wihdat Friday in the 20th 
week of the First Division 
Soccer Championship. 

With only 18 matches left 
in the Kingdom’s most pre- 
stigious soccer competi- 
tion, the remaining match- 
es are of utmost import- 
ance to all teams as they 
struggle for the crown at 
the top of the standings 
while another battle con- 
tinues at the other end of 
the relegation-threatened 
last four. 

AI Hussein, who are 
third behind AI Wihdat and 
AI Ramtha, will be praying 
that their top rivals fumble 
while they meet eighth- 
placed AI Arabi in another 
match. 

A1 Jazireb and Kufr- 
soum, both of whom have 
managed to maintain a 
halfway standing will dash 
in another interesting 
dash. 

In other matches, title- 
holders Ai Faisali meet 
jot-placed Ai Jeel, while 
AI Karmel play their lowly 
counterpart Shabab At 
Hussein. 

During the 19th week all 
teams demonstrated that 
they sense die seriousness 
of the standings and the 
results. 

tir AI Wihdat’s 1-0 win 
over AI Hussein was an 
important step towards the 


crown which die team last 
won in 1991. • 

Veteran striker Ibrahim 
Sa'diyeh, a crowd 
favourite, netted bis team's 
winning goal in die 40th 
minute. 

AI Hussein’s fans were 
upset when star striker 
Aref Hussein and Moham- 
mad Shweiter both lost de- 
finite chances to equalise. 

AI Hussein thus re- 
mained third with 28 points 
and will face AI Arabi, Ai 
Jazireb and AI Faisali m 
their remaining matches. 

* Kufrsoum’s win over 


AI Arabi further const*. . expected 3-0 victory over 
dated the newcomer team’s...; Shabab AI Hussein yho 
position in die first division . . have already dropp<»Dacx 


as they moved up to 6th 
place leaving Ai Ahli to 
drop and near the danger 
zone. 

Ihab Qawasxneh scored 
their only goal in the 51st 
minute, as AI Arabi lost . a 
precious point and are now 
only one point away from 
AI Qatfistieh. 

AI Arabi have three diffi- 
cult upcoming matches 
against AI Ahli, AlWihdat 
and Al Hussein. 

☆ Al Faisali scored an 


Schedule of 20th week: 

☆Thursday 12/1 

Qadissieh/Ramtha 2:30 p-m. Amman Stadium. 
Friday 13/1 

Arabi/Hussdn 230 p.m. Hassan Stadium 

Wihdat/Ahh 230 p.m. Amman Stadium 

Shabab Al Hussem/Kannel 2:30 p.m.- Petra Stadium 


☆Saturday 14/1 

Jeel/Faisali 2:30 p.m. Amman Stadium 


S tanding s before 20th week 


to the second (hvisjon. 

- 'Mohannad Mabadia 
gave his team an eaxty lead 
when he scored in the 2nd 
minute- TcmiS&tGS 

Haxnmad and Zayad Abu 
Sfaanab added the second 
wnH third in die 36th and 
65th minutes. 

- ☆ Al Ramtha continued, 
their impressive run with a 
3-1 victory over Al AMi 
who dropped to seventh. 

- Salim Diyabat opened 
sewing for AI Ramtha in 
die 8tb minute. Ai Ahfi's 

Amer Mtmib scored the 
tiqnaliser in thfi 35th. Al 
Ramtha’s Mouaffaq Abu 
Hdeib added the second 
goal in . the 49th and.raised 
his. scoring record to 14 
■ w hile teammate Khaled Al 
Aqqoori netted the third in 
the 68th. 

☆ Al Qatfistieh delight- 
ed their fans with a 
-crushing and vital 4-0 win. 
over. Al Karmel, but must 
still seme a win and hope 
that Al Arabi lose to avoid 


P W D L GF G A Pts. 
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☆ Dropped to 2nd division 


goals were scored by 
Maher Abu Hantasn 
(10th), Xhab Qawasmeh 
(56th), and Mustafa Adam 
(65th and 67th): 

Ai Jazireb also scored a 
4-0 victory over last-placed 
Al Jeel who now have tire 
worst scoring record at 11- 
52. 

Waiid Fataftah opened 
scorin g in the 26th minute, . 
Ahmad Rushed added the 2 
second and third in the 34th 
and 80th and Simon Kheir 
sealed scoring in the 84th. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


NBA’s Bullard signs with Greek club PAOK 


Balladur faces court date 


ATHENS (R) — Former Houston Rockets power forward 
Matthew Bullard signed a five-month contract with Greek 
basketball dub PAOK Salonika, dub officials said 
We dn esday. Bullard replaces his countryman Genod 
Moustaf who will probably miss the rest of the season, 
including PAOKs European Qnb’s Cup semifinal series 
matches, due to a leg injury. Details of Bullard’s contract 
were not announced. He told reporters on arriving in 
Greece that be was looking forward to playing for PAOK 
and although tired from his trip he was ready to start 
training immediately. 


Spurs struggle to keep Barmby 


u 


LONDON (AFP) — Tottenham manager Gerry Francis 
will fight to keep striker Nick Barmby even though he has 
known for some time that the England Under-21 star wants 
to move back closer to his family in the North of England. 
Francis, who has even offered Barmby a new contract, said 
here on Toesday: “This is nothing to do with him being 
unhappy at Spins. It is purely a domestic situation and I am 
doing all I can to keep him here because he is such a 
valuable player. Manchester United and Liverpool were 
among a group of top dubs who wanted to sen Barmby as 
a teenager and if Spurs lose their battle to Keep him, he 
would be sure to bring in excess of three million pounds on 
the transfer market. 


PARK (AFP) — Jean Nouvel, France’s most famous 
architect, is taking the government of E doua r d Balladur to 
court over the rejection of his design for the stadium to host 
die World Cup final in 1998. The architect’s lawyer, Michel 
Huet, said Tuesday. “My client has been treated shabbOy . 
If we can't get justice in France, we will go all the way to 
the European court." Nouvel designed an 80,000-seater 
stadium costing 2.1 billion francs ($396 million) which was 
approved by 10 votes to four for hs only rural during an 
open competition by a jury of experts in July. Since men; 
the government have backed down saying that Bahadur's 
decision was only a “pretmmary step," although the rival 
bid put forward by a team of fopriPMis architects has gone 
ahead with an application for- piapiung perbrisfiori! ' 


Celtic sign giant Dutch striker 


GLASGOW (R) — Celtic signed giant striker Pierre Van 
Hooydonk from Dutch club Nac E 


: Breda Tuesday. The 1.95' 


metres (six foot five indi) Dutchman, who has scored 114 
goals in 182 games in Holland, has agreed a 3-Vfe-year 


contract with Celtic. Celtic manager Tommy Burns said: 
“Fm delighted to sign a player of Pierre’s undoubted 
/.‘His rea 


ability. His record of 25 goals in 31 -matches in the top 
Dutch League last season speaks for itself. 


Honda plans $380m track 


REQUIRED 

A regional office in Amman is looking for a 
female executive secretary with following: 

- Have good experience in secretarial activi- 
ties. 

- Good command in German and English 
languages (spoken & written). 

- Familiar with Microsoft windows. 

- Full time job. 

Only qualified applicants have to submit their 
Resume or C.V. in hand written (English) to: 

ITT. Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box: 940994 
(11194) Amman 





A 'deal' worth considering ! 
Confirm it to your business partner ! 
You’ll add taste to your invitation ! 





Special Jan 95 Menu 

Express Lunch 
45 minutes guaranteed 

Grilled Chicken , Veal, Beef, Hammoor .. 
Fish, Soup, Salad, French Fries 
Lunch :JD 8.00 All Inclusive _ _ , . 

Dinner : JD 9.00 ah i„d.dv. (EKqrt 

Check details as you dine. 







TOKYO (R) — Honda Motor Go. Ltd. will start I 
new 38 billion yen ($380 million) motor sports trade 100 ! 
north of Tokyo tins month. Called ‘Twin Ring Motegi," 
the 640 hectare motor sports and recreation park in the 


town of Motegicho in Tochigi prefecture will open in the 
Spring of 1997. It will have a 4.85-km road course i 


international racing standards and a 2A-km (1-5-urile) 
super speedway oval course. Honda said it will be the first 
track in the world with separate road and oval courses on 
tiie same site. 


Thai cabinet daddeson Asian Games sites 


BANGKOK (AFP) — The Thai Cabinet has finally come 
up with a deration on sites for the 1998 Asian Games after 
long delays which had prompted the Olympic Council of 
Asia to threaten to move the event. “We cannot afford any 
more delay or else the project will not be completed in 
time,” Prune Minister. Conan Leekpai said after his cabinet 
decided to spread the facilities over three widely-separated 
sites on the outskirts of Bangkok. The OCA last year 
e xpr e s sed dismay at the delays and warned it might ask 
another country to take over the 1998 event. 


The Watershed Management Project executed 
between the Ministry of Agricuiture and GTZ 
(German Technical Cooperation) offers a post 


in 


RURAL DEVELOPMENT 

requiring the following qualifications: 


Sex 

Education 


Station of 
Work 


Travel 


: Female 

: University Degree in Agriculture, Forestry, 
Rural Development, Sociology or. related 
fields . - 

: Man office in Amman, field office in Kerak, 
field work at Wadi ton Hammad. 

: Frequent travel to the project area wiH be 
required. 

: SmaB farmers: 


Target 

Group 


: Willingness :to work in' remote areas- and- 


R e q u i r e-several years of experience in rural develop- 


ments 


merit work, especially with women are re- 
qiired. Ability to approach snail farmers, 
organise people and experience in soda! 
investigation are an advantage. Fluency in 
English, ability to write reports and 
ence with computers are 
Remunera-: The salary depends 'on pn 
tion . ledge and experience. 

Appiicafions r Within 2 weeks to the following direction:. 
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Watarstred Mahagemant Project, 
P.O. Box 92. 82 38, Jordan. 
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fjEW.yORK CR) — John 
Starlc /scored 31 points and 
made eight 3-pointers as the 
Kew York Knicks extended 
their season-high winning 
streak to seven games with a 
117-105 defeat of the visiting 
Indiana Pacers Tuesday. 

Starks -tied his own team 
i yard- with eight threes and 
iCored23 of his points in the 
second half. 

“Right now I'm in a good 
rhythm/ 1 said Starks. 

Indiana marksman Reggie 
Miller scored 15 of his 28 
points in the fourth quarter, 
bat did not match his showing 
in game five of last year’s 
conference finals when he 
scored 25 points in the fourth 
quarter here. 

v Charles Smith scored 19 
joints for New York. Derek 
Harper had 16 points and a 

— t? v 


season-high 13 assists and 
pamck .Hwing scored 17 of 
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his 19 points in the second 
half and had a season-high 
seven assists along with nine 
rebounds. 

In Chicago, Scottie Pippen 
had 26 points, 11 assists and 
10 rebounds for his 14th 
career triple-double and the 
Bulls held Orlando to its 
lowest output of the season, 
downing the NBA-leading 
Magic. 

The loss by Orlando was 
only its seyentb of the season, 
but its third by 27 points or 
more. Orlando* (26-7) still has 
the NBA’s best record, just 
ahead of the Phoenix Suns 
(25-7). 

Shaquille O'Neal led 
Orlando with 17 points. 

At Cleveland, Scott Bur- 
rell hit a key 3-pomter with 
1:01 left in overtime “nges 
Muggsy Bogues scored six of 
his. 16 points in the extra 
session as the Charlotte Hor- 
nets won their franchise- 
record sixth straight, 116-108 
over the Cavaliers. 

Alonzo Mourning scored 
2S points and Larry Johnson 
rdded 24 for the surging Hor- 
nets, who improved to a 
franchise-best eight games 
over .500 (20-12). 

'Tyrone Hill scored 23 



FIFA 
axe two 


directors 


PJ. Brown of the New Jersey Nets targes for a loose ball around Charlotte Hornets’ Alonzo 
Mourning <AFP photo) 


RESULTS 


ZURICH (AFP) — FIFA 
president Joao Havelange 
sacked media chief Guido 
Tognoni Tuesday one month 
after being forced to make a 
public apology for an embar- 
rassing blunder committed by 
the official. 

FIFA competitions direc- 
tor Miguel Galan was also 
axed in what general secret- 
ary Joseph Blatter described 
as a reorganisation of FIFA’s * 
general secretariat. 

Tognoni enfuriated Have- 
lange when he publicly 
attacked Bayern Munich 
president Franz Beckenbauer 
in December. Havelange 
asked German Football Fed- 
eration president Egidius 
Braun to transmit his person- 
al apologies to Beckenbauer 
Galen is thought to have 
opposed a number of 
appoint ment s made by Have- 
lange at FIFA’s recent execu- 
tive meeting in New York. 
Blatter said there had been a 
“breakdown" between FIFA 
and the two official* 

Galen and Tognoni, apart 
from Blatt er, a re among the 
fe senior FIFA officials to 
have sunrived the changes 
brought in by Havelange in 
New York. Galen was 
appointed by Havelange in 
1982 and Tognoni took up his 
post in 1984. 

Tognoni attacked Becken- 
bauer for criticising a FTFA 
ruling under which one of his 
players, after receiving treat- 
ment on the touchline, was 
sent off when he returned to 
the field during a league 
match without informing the 
referee. 

Walter Gagg, FTFA’s tech- 
nical department chief, will 
run Galen's department and 
Blatter himself will oversee 
the public relations and 
media department. 


Argentina play Denmark in 
Intercontinental Cup final 

RIYADH (AFP) — Arsenti- iurisrcH 


RIYADH (AFP) — Argenti- 
na play Denmark in the In- 
tercontinental Cup final after 
holding Nigeria to a goalless 
draw Tuesdav. 

The European champions 
were lucky to reach Friday’s 
final by beating Mexico on 
penalties earlier Tuesday and 
Argentina were no less for- 
tunate to scrape through 
against the African cham- 
pions. 

Nigeria, seeking revenge 
for their 2-1 World Cup de- 
feat in the United States last 
summer, should have been 
two goals up at half time. 

Efan Ekoku, the former 
Norwich City player now 
with Birmingham, glanced a 
header wide after just 10 
minutes when Eintracht 
Frankfurt’s Jay Jay Okocha 
freed him in the box with a 
sensational cross. 

With 20 minutes gone mid- 
fielder Mutiu Adepoju shot 
from 25 yards, forcing keeper 
Carlos Bossio to scramble the 
ball off his line. 

Argentina had to clear a 


judged to have fouled the 
goalkeeper in the process. 

Argentina’s only serious 
chance fell to Fiorentina 
srriker Gabriel Batistuta, but 
his drive was deflected and 
keeper Peter Rufai 
smothered it at full stretch. 

After the break the Nige- 
rians ran out of steam and 
new coach Daniel Pas- 
sarella’s Argentina took con- 
trol. 


ders to head home and then 
Denmark went on to win the 
penalty shoot-out 4-2. 

Substitute goalkeeper 
Mogens Krogh, the villain of 
the piece earlier on, saved 
the final penalty from top 
striker Luis Garcia to see 
through Europe’s best 4-2 on 
spotkicks. 

But they hardly deserved 
it, outplayed for most of the 
1-1 Group A match by the 


The side who have beaten *1 . , u , p A . match *he 
Chile. Romania and Yugosla" 1 Amenra. champions 

via since the World Cun and “ d ? n, - v J e Y elhn £ with two 


via since the World Cup and 
opened their campaign here 


minutes of the match to go. 
Denmark, who also beat 


with a 5-1 win over Japan . who also beat 

only needed to draw to reach the 8aud j s 2-0, began the 
the final. match with a rasping 25m 


kuu uiiai, will 

But they could have done shot over the bar from over- 
better, with Hugo Perez fir- Ia PP ,n S fuH-back Jes Hogh in 
ing a free-kick onto the bar opening seconds and mid- 


ing a free-kick onto the bar ®P ei ” n 8 seconds and mid- 
with keeper Peter Rufai com- " e * der Carsten Hemminsen 
pletely beaten after 64 mi- But they struggled from 
notes. then on as Mexico, relying on 


Nigeria go into the third neat mterpassing, dominated - 
place play-off against Mexico territorially. 


SrioTB^' S 0 tho ! I * ht . they had bealen Caudrup — Brian this time 
? S, r tOSCrarnb ethe Denmark with onlv two mi- — surfaced soon after the 
a™ “ u* , nutes t0 SO- break, escaping down the left 

D^ S a 3 h h d h° J ear £ Striker Luis Garda scored and forcing Jorge Campos to 
° ff ,he 70th ™»"«. but U 'P ,1,e ■>*» «>und the^osi 
^h?i?. jU f t ^u emi J ut 5 s lead was cancelled out in the But that was their last 
FW« n h ^Lf ft ’ thou # h £ e 88111 minute . Peter Rasmus- attacking move before Ras- 
Everton striker was harshly sen climbed above two defen- mussen’s last-gasp face-saver 


----- j kk>v 1 1 11UUU.3 

of the half left, though the 
Everton striker was harshly 
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85 

New York 
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105 

Chicago 
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77 

San Antonio 

108 LA Clippers 

97 

Seattle 

128 Golden State 

118 (OT) 


VACANCY FOR CLERK 


A foreign establishment is seeking a 
qualified cadidate for the position of 
clerk: 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 
FOR IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT 

A leading drugstore is seeking to employ an executive 
secretary with the following qualifications: 

1. Excellent Command of English. 

2. Excellent typing speed in English. 

3. Good knowledge of all essential office skills. 

4. Experience in operating a PC is a must. 

5. Mastering Shorthand is an advantage. 
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bounds and Tpne ^Brandon f q 
had 22 poiflte andr.13 assists i E 
for the-Cavs. 

Cleveland played without 
all-star guard Mark Price for 
the second straight game be- 
cause ofa sprained right foot. 

At Golden State. Sam Per- 
kins sank two game-tying free i 
throws with 1.3 seconds ) 1 

in regulation, then hit 
.'•pointers as the Seattle 
personics scored the ; 
eight points in overtime io I 
beat the reeling Warr < 
128-118. 

Schrempf scor 
season-high 33 points . .d 
Shawn Kemp added 27 for 
Seattle, which finished its 
five-game road trip at 4-1. 
Perkins finished with 21 
points with a Seattle season- 
high five 3-pointers. »- 

Chris Mullin returned to 
the lineup to score 23 points 
for Golden State. He had 
missed the first 29 games with 
a chip fracture of his left 
knee. i 

In San Antonio, David | 

Robinson had 33 points to lead i 

fte Spurs to a 108-97 victory 
over the Los 'Angeles Clip- < 

pers. 

San Amonio, which -has 
won five straight and 12 of its 
mg 13, got 21 rebounds and 
Mflpoints from Dennis Rod- 
man. *— 


FOR SALE . .. .. 

i>‘ 990 grey Honda Accord ‘'EX”. All options? 
4 doors, compact disc player, sunroof. 
Outstanding condition JD8.500 (DUTY 
NOT PAID) or best offer. 

Call 820101 Ext. 2537 (daytime), 
825081 after 6 p.m. 


F©** SALF 


Re q,uir^d qualifications : i 

1. A minimum of 3-year experience 
in secretarial work 

2. Excellent command of typewriting 
in English and Arabic 

3. Excellent ability of Arabic-English 
and English-Arabic translation 

x xease senu w u .'i:..ulum vitae and your 
telephone number to: ■ 


Only qualified candidates should call tel. 630885 for an 
appointment or fax their C.V. to 645663 a.s.a.p. 

P.S. UNQUALIFIED APPLICANTS WEED MOT APPLY. 


condition . Duty free 

Tel: 690124 


—035, Amman 
(Attention to IQ) 
not later than January 31, 1995 



VACANCIES FOR HOUSEMAIDS 


A private household has vacancies for 
housemaids 

References & recent photograph 
Hard working, experienced & professional 
candidates only need apply to: 


WHY NOT 
BE A 


around 


WRITER? 


Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box: 3312 ' 
Amman-Jordan 


GOREN BRIDGE 


CONTHOL’S THE THING 


VWTH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAH HMSCH 


-Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* Q 10 9 1 
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* J 3 EAST 

•* A J 3 
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' Q 3 
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n. J- . * A 8 2 
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p^l £«rth East Sooth 
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Opening lead: Five of * 

While most of the world's great 
players art concentrated in the 
bridge powerhouses such as the 
US., France, Britain, Brazil and It- 
aly, some of the lesser-known coun- 
tries have players who rank up there 
with the best. Watch Tim Seres, a 
Hungarian expatriate who madw his 
home in Australia, orchestrate the 
on til Ml IijhW 

We are not thrilled with South's 
decision to rebid diamonds. We 
would have preferred a takeout dou- 
ble. That would have led to a heart 


contract with interesting 

possibilities. 

Against three diamonds West led 
a low spade and Seres won the trick 
with the jack. The bidding and dum- 
my's length marked declarer with a 
singleton spade, hence some length 


— —i atone, declarer would 
surely ruff at least one dob in dum- 
my. Thus, it was necessary tn draw 
trumps. 

Most players we know would have 
shifted to the ace of diamonds «nri 
another. Declarer would win, draw 
the last tramp and fallow with the 
«e and queen of hearts. Since West 
had a doubleton king , declarer 
would score 10 tricks — five trumps, 
four hearts and the act of dubs. 

Seres did better— he shifted to 
the tan of trumps! Declarer was 
forced to concede defeat. If South 
went after hearts. West would shift 
to a club and, when in with the ace 

of d i a m onds. East would give West a 

heart ruff. Declarer tried another 

trump. East won and shifted to the 

ten of chibs and a gain declarer was 
saddled with five losers. 


A recent survey shows that freelance writers can earn very 
good money in their spare time writing the stories, articles, 
books, scripts, etc. that editors and publishers want. Millions 
are paid annua,l i in fees and royalties. Earning 
YOUR share can be fun, profitable and creatively fulfilling. 
To help you become u published writer, we offer’ you a first- 
class home-study course by professional writers - individually 
tailored tuition - and expert personal guidance from vour tutor. 
You learn about writing articles, stories, novels, 'romances 
histoncals. journalism, writing lor children, radio. TV the 

»iU™^i sed on si - vle ’ presentation. HOW TO 
SELL \ OUR W RIT1NG, sources ol ideas - and much more. In 
snort, you leam how to be a successful writer. 

If you have the urge to write, this is the way to start! It's idea] for 
beginners. No previous experience or special education 
required, x ou can earn while you learn. Details free - 
including EXPERT OPINIONS. Send NOW. 

Full Refund if Not Successful 

I Pteex send me free details of htm • you can help me ip become a successful 
.freelance writer. I 


the 


cl«ck 


The British Bank of the MiddleEasl -Tk. 


mac 

HSBC es> Of vr 


Xante 

(BLOCK CAPITALS PJ.EASEi 


Address 


The Writers Bureau 

Dept 0X195. 7 Dale St. Manchester. England. Ml 1JB 

£28 2M2_F«c ( +44)81 228 3533 Accredited by the C A C.C. 


GIobalAccess 


1PLUS 


Now you can withdraw 
up to JD 500 from our 
ATM Machines using 
your GIobalAccess card. 
Our ATM's also accept 
all MasterCard and VISA 
cards issued by HSBC 
Group members and any 
VISA card carrying the 
PLUS logo. 

For further information 

contact any of our branches: 

Jebel Hussein 

Tel: 660471/2 

Amman Branch 

Tel: e:5175/6 

Jebel Amman Br nch 

Tel: 643102 /6 

Wahdat Branch 

Tel: 770810, 770130 


Cinema Tel *34144 

- PHILADELPHIA 

Cinema Tel.: 699238 

fiAZA 

’ - 

Jim Carrey 
,r: 

. THE MASK 

Shc.«- 1230. 3:30. 6:15. 1. -0 

Julia Roberts/Nick Notts 
in 

1 Lovs Trouble 

Shows 6:30. 830, 10:30 

The !.?on Xing 

Shows: 10:30. I2J0. 3:30. 5.-00 > 


Cinema Tel.; 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

Sylvester Stallone - Sharon Stone 


THE SPECIALIST 

Shows: 12:30. 330, 6. 8:15. 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

iarrison Ford - Whitney Houston — 

THE BODYGUARD 

3. *» -- 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

arroun theatre 


3UM’A )n the 53^31 p i a y 

HI CITIZEN 

Composed and directed bv 
Mohammad Ai Shawaqfeh 

Daily from 8.30 p.m. 

Children's Play 
The Ninja Turtles Show 

Directed by Akram Abu! Ragheb 
"Daily at 3.30 p.m.— — 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabil AI Mashini Theatre 


Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in the social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 
day 


Nabil &' Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Presents: 

The political satire: 
AI Salau Ya Salam. 


Daily at 8:30 

Saturday & Sunday is the 
theatr ;*< \<j!'day. 
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Iran attacks Philippines over fracas 

MANILA (R) — Iran attacked the Philippines on Wednes- 
day for the way seven Iranian men and a woman were 
refused admission amid scuffles last week. An embassy 
statement said its diplomats were denied access to the 
Iranians who were detained as they arrived at Manila's 
international airport last Thursday allegedly carrying false 
documents. They were put on a flight to Singapore the next 
day following scuffles with photographers and television 
cameramen allowed by immigration officials to witness the 
event. The Iranian embassy statement attacked local 
newspapers for linking the Iranians to a security alert for 
people who might try to enter the country to disrupt or 
threaten the vistt of Pope John Paul II, which begins on 
Thursday. The statement accused the media of “poisonous 
propagations against certain nations or followers of Islam, 
a Godly religion which renders the highest respect to Jesus 
Christ." r 

3 Kurds charged over attacks in Germany 

BONN (R) — German prosecutors said on Tuesday they 
had charged three leaders of the banned Kurdish separatist 
group PKK with helping to organise three waves of protests 
and attacks on Turkish premises in 1993 and 1994. On June 
24 and Nov. 4, 1993, Kurds attacked embassies and laid 
waste Turkish travel agencies and banks with firebombs, 
sledgehammers and axes. In Munich they took hostage 
Turkish consulate employees and threatened to kill them. 
One Turk died in an arson attack on a restaurant in 
Wiesbaden. Germany banned PKK — the Kurdish Work- 
ers Party — in reaction to the series of attacks. The federal 
prosecutor’s office said two suspects, identified only as 
Senol G. and Dogan O., had helped organise the violence 
as regional heads of the PKK in the Wiesbaden and 
Frankfurt areas. 

Militants kill trader, son in south Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Islamic militants wearing masks shot and 
killed a trader and his eight-year-old son Wednesday near 
the troubled southern Egyptian town of Mailawi, Egyptian 
police said. Hassan Fathi Saleh, 35, was in his falafel 
sandwich shop with his son in the village of Manshaat A1 
Maghalaa when masked gunmen opened fire and then fled. 
The trader's 12-year-old daughter saw the attack and said 
there were “three or four" gunmen, police reported. Police 
launched a manhunt in and around the village. No motives 
were given for the attack, but militants have previously 
gunned down civilians whom they accuse of collaboration 
with the security forces. 

Turkey protests at Israeli treatment of workers 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Ankara officially protested Wednes- 
day to the foreign ministry at the treatment of Turks 
working in Israel, Ambassador Onur Gokci said. The 
envoy said be went to the foreign ministry to ask Israel to 
ensure that employers respected the conditions laid ont in 
contracts under which the workers are recruited. Israel 
Radio reported that he had warned that failure to do so 
could barm relations between the two countries. Labour 
ministry spokesman Hanan Rubin agreed with Turkey and 
accused Israeli employers of “exploitation." Turkey “is 
right to complain," he told AFP. “It is the employers who 
are responsible for the conditions of the workers they bring 
into Israel.” Foreign ministry deputy director-general 
Eytan Ben Tzur added: “Those in Israel who want to get 
rich unscrupulously harm our image abroad." The labour 
ministry issued 50,000. permits to workers from Turkey, 
Romania, Brazil, Portugal and Thailand. The foreigners 
are used mainly to replace cheap Palestinian labour 
considered a high security risk. Foreign workers earn a 
monthly average of $500, half of which is taken to pay rent 
and food. The minimum wage in Israel is $540. 

Algerian singer jailed for drunk driving 

CRETE IL, France (AFP) — Algerian ringer Khaled was 
jailed for 15 days and banned from driving for two years on , 
Wednesday for drunk driving, judicial officials said. 
Khaled, a popular entertainer in France, was also fined 
10,000 francs ($1,900) after failing a breath test last 
October. The 34-year-old ringer received a two-month 
suspected sentence for a similar offence in 1993. 

German journalist killed in Chechenya 

MOSCOW (R) — A German correspondent for the 
German news magazine Stem has been killed in Russia's 
breakaway region of Chechenya, Stem's Moscow office 
said on Wednesday. Stem said Joachim Piest, 30, died after 
being hit by a stray bullet in a village about 20 kilometres 
outside the Chechen capital Grozny. Piest was the third 
journalist killed in Chechenya since Russia sent tanks and 
troops there a month ago to crush the north Caucasus 
region's independence bid. Interfax news agency quoted 
Defence Ministry officials as saying a Russian reporter had 
been wounded when a Chechen fighter opened fire on 
journalists taking photographs of crashed railway freight 
cars in Grozny station. 

Iran satellite ban hits snag 

TEHRAN (AFP) — A move to ban satellite dishes has hit 
a snag as the Iranian parliament has been asked to review 
the measure because of its cost to the government, the 
official Iranian news agency IRNA said. A special supervis- 
ory council argued parts of the ban were unconstitutional 
for making the government incur “unnecessary expenses" 
and asked parliament to review the law it approved last 
week, IRNA said. The Council of Guardians, which seeks 
to ensure laws conform to Islamic principles and the 
constitution, faulted a clause empowering the police and 
the volunteer Islamic militia to “remove the dishes and 
associated equipment" if owner? fail to dismantle them. It 
also faulted another clause requiring the ministries of 
interior and intelligence to coordinate and stop the flow of 
satellite equipment into the country and confront distribu- 
tors. And it rejected part of a third clause allowing the state 
radio and television organisation to collect all fines from 
violators. The money should be deposited in the public 
treasury, it said. 


A promising educational institution 
comprising schools for all levels, KG - 12 

IDill open in August 1995 - 1996 

- Prominent job opportunities are open for 
qualified principals and teachers 

- Proficiency in Arabic and English 
languages is a requirement. 

-Those qualified are invited to send C.V. 
and application and a recent photograph 
not later than 22/1/1995 to : 

P.0 BOX 1002. 

Postcode 11821 Amman, jordan 

- Engfisb native speakers ®*e afero Invited to apply 

- flppfcatBUK Wffl hfi treated confideatiafo 


Algerian 

parties 

outline 

proposal 

ROME (R) — Three years 
after Algeria plunged into a 
vortex of violence, the coun- 
try’s main opposition groups 
on Wednesday outlined the 
first steps of a joint proposal 
to end the crisis. 

Abdul Nour Ah Yahya, 
spokesman for the groups 
gathered in Rome, said civil 
strife could end only after the 
army-backed government 
softened its security activities 
and allowed leaders of the 
outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) to meet. 

“We have a major security 
problem and a key political 
force whose leaders cannot 
meet each other. This must 
be resolved before we can 
cal] a truce or bold elec- 
tions," Mr. Ali Yahya said. 

Mr. Ali Yahya, president 
of Algeria’s Human Rights 
League, was referring to FIS 
leaders detained in Algeria or 
in exile. 

The groups, including the 
FIS, said on Tuesday they 
had agreed on a draft peace 
proposal to end the conflict at 
talks hosted by the Sant’Egi- 
dio Community, an influen- 
tial Roman Catholic peace 
group. 

Algeria’s government 
boycotted similar talks last 
November and has branded 
the latest round, which began 
on Sunday, as interference in 
the country's internal affairs. 

Mr. An Yahya said that 
after a truce was established, 
the proposal called for a 
broad-based transitional gov- 
ernment containing opposi- 
tion and government forces 
to lead the country to demo- 
cratic elections. 

“At the same time, an in- 
dependent commission would 
be set op to investigate the 
killings,” Mr. Ali Yahya tokl 
a news conference. 

He said the text of the 
proposal would be made pub- 
lic on Friday, later than first 
announced. This was to allow 
representatives of two 
opposition groups who have 
only just joined the talks to 
contribute tb the document, 
be said. 

Three years ago on 
Wednesday former president 
ChadK Benjedid was ousted 
and the army scrapped a 
general election which the 
FIS had been poised to win 
(see page 2). 

Mr. Ah' Yahya Mamed the 
bloodshed on the army action 
in 1992. 

“The armed straggle was a 
reaction to a coup which 
stripped the people of their 
sovereignty and brought tor- 
ture, detention camps, spe- 
cial tribunals and the dissolu- 
tion of a party, the FIS,” be 
said. 

“We have no parliament, 
administrative powers or 
judiciary, but simply a confu- 
sion of roles within the state 
that can only go by one name 
— dictatorship," he said. 

Meanwhile, 11 people 
were kflled and six wounded 
in an attack on a bus carrying 
civilians in eastern Algeria, 
security officials said. 

The officials did not identi- 
ty the attackers nor give any 
additional details of the inci- 
dent, which occurred Tues- 
day near the city of Batna, 
430 kflometres southeast of 
Algiers. 



KING VISITS GHQ: Bk Majesty King Hussein ob Wednes- 
day visits the Aimed Forces GeaeratHeadqniTiers where he 


forces, several assistants of the cHajrwian of tire Jofat CM e fe 
of Staff and the i n spe cto r general. King Hnuetarhad * 


was received by Chairman of the Jofet Chiefs of Staff meeting with Gen. Mlrai and discussed with him issue 

General Abdiri Hafez Mlrai, the chief at staff of the brad concern to the Armed Forces (Armed Forces photo) 


2 Jor danian Chechen students held in Russia 


By Cathy King 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Two Jorda- 
nian students of 
Chechen origin have 
been arrested by Rus- 
sian authorities and are 
being held in Moscow, 
leaders of the Jordanian 
Chechen community 
said Wednesday. ' 

Information is as yet 
sketchy, but pictures of 
the two under arrest 
were shown recently on 
Israeli Television, said 
Toujan Faisal, 
spokesperson of the 
Jordanian Committee 
for the Support of the 
Caucasus Republic of 
Chechenya (JCSCP). 

The footage was seen 
by their families, Ms. 
Faisal said in a tele- 


phone interview. 

The two students are 
apparently charged with 
carrying weapons, she 
said. 

“We doubt that they 
were carrying weapons 
and feel their arrest is a 
warning to or a vendetta 
against the Chechen 
Community in Jordan 
because of its continued 
high level of activity,” 
Ms. Faisal said. 

The deputy said she 
did not know when and 
where the two were 
arrested. 

The chairman of the 
JCSCP and former 
minis ter of public works, 
Said Beano, told the Jor- 
dan Times that the two 
students had been study- 
ing in Chechenya and 
wanted to return to Jor- 


dan via Russia. . 

Mr. Beano said that 
they had travelled to 
Mozdok, a town north- 
west of the Chechen 
capital of Grozny* where 
they were arrested for 
not having the necessary 
visas to enter the Rns- 
sian Federation. 

He added that visas 
are not required by 
Jordanians staying in 
Chechenya. 

Ms. Faisal and Mr. 
Beano also reported that 
around 20 to 30 civilians 
fleeing the one-month- 
old war in Chechenya to 
Jordan had been pre- 
vented from leaving 
Mahashkilia, capital erf 
Daghestan. 

The civilians, includ- 
ing women, children and 
a 75-vear-old man are 


either Jordanian or hold, 
dual,; Jordanian/ 
Chechen nationality. . 

Some are without 
passports, /Ms. Faisal 
said, which were 
apparently lost or burnt 
during the Russian 
bombing and shelling of 
Chechenya. 

■ ‘Today (Wednesday) 

I raised the issue in Par- 
liament and have asked 
that they (those without 
passports) be issued with 
permits or new passports 
to travel to Jordan, Mis. 
Faisal added. 

Mr. Beano said that 
those held up in Daghes- 
tan had intended to 
travel aboard a weekly 
flight from Daghestan to 
Aleppo, Syria, and 'then 
continue tb Jordan. 


Iran blames U.S. for 
Tehran-Gulf Arab rift 


KUWAIT (R) — The United 
States is trying to stir up 
difficulties in Tehran’s rela- 
tions with other Gulf states 
by suggesting the Islamic re- 
public wants to develop nuc- 
lear weapons, a senior Ira- 
nian official said on 
Wednesday. 

“AH of that is American 
allegations to serve American 
interests... Iran has never 
been a source of threat to the 
countries of the region," Ira- 
nian Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Mohammad Hashemi, on 
a visit to Kuwait, told a news 
conference. 

“We don’t have weapons 
of this type," he added when 
asked about reports that Iran 
might develop its own nuc- 
lear weapons. 

“Iran will always be a real 
support to the countries of 
tbe region and wants ties 
based on good neighbourii- 
ness,” Mr. Hashemi, a 
brother of Iranian President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
said. 

U.S. Secretary of Defence 
William Peny and Israeli 


Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Monday they be- 
lieved Iran could build a nuc- 
lear bomb within seven to 15 
years. 

Mr. Perry said Washington 
was working with republics of 
the former Soviet Union to 
ensure they did not transfer 
nuclear weapons or technolo- 
gy to tbe Islamic republic. 

Israel is widely believed to 
have nuclear weapons but has 
consistently refused to con- 
firm or deny their possession. 

Mr. Hashemi said Golf 
countries would not be influ- 
enced by Western prop- 
aganda against Tehran Ire- 
cause Iran did not interfere 
with the affairs of other states 
in the region. 

Officials in some Gulf 
states have expressed con- 
cern about Iranian rearma- 
ment after its devastating 
1980-88 war with Iraq, and 
the United Arab Emirates is 
embroiled in a territorial row 
with Tehran over tbe own- 
ership of three Gulf islands. 

Iran is critical of the de- 
ployment of U.S. and other 


Western troops and navies in 
the Gulf, intensified since 
Iraq’s 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. It opposes recent 
contacts at multilateral level 
between some Gulf states 
and Israel. 

“Kuwaiti officials always 
say there is no American 
influence on them, especially 
regarding foreign policy," 
Mr. Hashemi said, adding 
that other states in the region 
say tbe same. 

“The interest of the region 
requires cooperation and 
coordination... we expect 
that ties between Iran and the 
(Gulf) Cooperation Council 
(GCC) will improve daily," 
Mr. Hashemi said in. refer- 
ence to the grouping of Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Bahrain and Oman. 

Referring to the so-called 
Damascus Declaration, a re- 
gional economic and security 
pact set up during Iraq’s 
1990-91 occupation of 
Kuwait, Mr. Hashemi said 
any regional security agree- 
ment that did not involve 


Iran would ML The pact 
links the GCC states with 
Egypt and Syria. 

Mr. Hashemi said the aim 
of his viist was to discuss ways 
of improving' relations and 
what he called the danger of 
Israel and its widening con- 
tacts in the region. 

On the Arab- Israeli peace 
process, he strongly criticised 
Arab states for increasing 
contacts with the Jewish 
state. 

“Slaughtering the Arab 
Nation under the feet of 
Israel was not, is not and will 
not be — a way to achieve 
peace. There are other ways 
present but, alas, Arab coun- 
tries were not interested,” he 


“We are in agreement with 
Kuwaiti officials regarding 
the danger of Israel to the 
Middle East region. We 
together think that Israel is 
the source of tension in the 
region.”; 

Mr. Hashemi delivered a 
letter from Mr. Rafsanjani to 
the emir. Sheikh Jaber AI 
Ahmad Al Sabah. 


Saudi fugitive said seeking to surrender to Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Saudi 
national who is under death 
sentence in a subversion 
case in Jordan has filed for 
extradition to the Kingdom 
in a San Francisco court, a 
Jordanian lawyer said 
Wednesday, quoting the 
brother of the convict. 

Samih Hnsseini, tbe 
lawyer, said he was await- 
ing official papers authoris- 
ing him to represent the 
case of Mohammad Khalifa 
to Jordanian judicial au- 
thorities so that the Saudi 
could be brought to Jordan 
to stand retrial. 

Mohammad Khalifa, who 
is among 11 people sent- 
enced to death after being 
found guilty of plotting and 
carrying out a series of 
bomb attacks in Jordan in 
late 1993 and early 1994, is 
in detention in a San Fran- 
cisco jail oh charges of 
violating U.S.- immigration 
laws. 

Khalifa, who was 
arrested in early December, 
more than 10 days before 
the State Security Court 
issued its verdict in the so- 


called “Arab Afghan" case, 
is also reportedly under 
probe by American law en- 
forcement agencies for 
possible links with extrem- 
ist groups. 

He was detained after 
U.S. authorities found that 
be had made a false state- 
ment in his visa application 
that be was not under cri- 
minal indictment anywhere 
while in fact he was being 
tried in absentia in Jordan, 
Mr. Hnsseini said. 

Mr. Hnsseini told the 
Jordan Times that Abdul- 
lah KhalHa, a brother of the 
fugitive, informed hhn over 
the phone from Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, on Tuesday 
that Mohammad H ad filed 
an application to a San 
Franasco judge for extradi- 
tion to Jordan. 

"As soon as I receive the 
papers authorising me to 
act on behalf of Khalifa, I 
would launch tbe proceed- 
ings to have hhn come to 
Jordan to stand a retrial.” 
Mr. Husseini said, adding 
that Osama Khalifa, 
another brother of Moham- 
mad, was in San Francisco 
following up the affair. 
Khalifa is held at a deten- 


tion centre in Santa Rita. 

Jordanian laws stipulate 
that a sentence passed in 
absentia be annulled and a 
retrial be ordered if the 
con wet surrenders himself/ 
herself or is arrested by 
Jordanian authorities and 
brought to tbe Kingdom. 
Sentences handed down in 
absentia would be reviewed 
only if the convict is physi- 
cally present in Jordan. 

The London-based Al 
Hayat Arabic language dai- 
ly reported from San Fran- 
cisco early this week that 
the Jordanian ambassador 
to Washington, Fayez 
Tarawneh, had requested 
Khalifa’s extradition in a 
memo he sent to Philip Wil- 
cox, who the paper de- 
scribed as a State Depart- 
ment official handling 
“anti-terrorism" activities. 

Jordanian officials here 
could not confirm whether 
tire reported request was 
indeed filed. 

The newspaper also said 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher had 
sent a recommendation to 
Janet Reno, tire secretary 
of justice and attorney- 
general, that the 


mvestieati 


and he be extradited to 
Jordan. 

Tbe newspaper quoted 
the recommendation as 
■saying that the extradition 
was desirable in view of 
Jordan’s “key role in the 
peace process." The ex- 
tradition will be in line with 
U.S. foreign policy, accord-' 
ing to tbe recommendation, 
as reported by Al Hayat. 

Jordan and the U.S. are 
expected to formalise an 
extradition treaty this 
month. The treaty, which 
excludes political crimes 
and crimes against the 
heads of state of the two 
countries, will be retroac- 
tive indefinitely. 

The case against Kbafifa 
stems mainly from an incri- 
minating confession given 
to the prosecutors by a key 
defendant in the subversion 
case who was reported to 
have said that he met Khali- 
fa in the Philippines some 
years ago and that the Saudi 
had given hini cash to help 
subversion in Jordan. - 
Khalifa is a relative of 
Osama Ben Laden, a Saudi 


millionaire of Yemeni ori- 
gin who is accused by sever- 
al .Arab governments of 
bankrolling extremist 
groups. Saudi Arabia has 
stripped Mr. Beil Laden of 
his Saudi nationality- ~ 

Khalifa reportedly ran a> 
Muslim religious centre in 
tiie Philippines before leav- 
ing the country in the wake 
of a crackdown launched by 
the Manila government 
against Islamic groups 
which it suspected of help- 
ing Musfim rebels in the 
country. The exact date of 
Ins arrival in the U.S. was 
not imnrafiatdy known. He 
was also reported .to have 
been firing in Sudan, where 
. Mr. Ban. Laden is reported- 
ly based. , 

Mx. Husseini, the lawyer, 
declined to discos any 
asjpeict of the. actual case, 
pointing out that the ver- 
dicts of. the State Security 
Ctont were subject to an 
automatic review .in the 


The whereabouts of two 
others sentenced to death in 
absentia, an Oman- nation- 
al- aad. a Jordanian, were 
not immediately known. 



U.N. peace award 
goes to Carter, . 
Spanish king 

PARIS (R) — Fotobct U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter and 
Kmg Juan Carlos of Spain 
will share the annual UN- 
ESCO Peace Award, jury 
resident and forer u.S. 


singer said Tuesday. 
Mr. Carter was chosen be- 
cause be had “contributed to 
the pursuit of peace in many 
parts of the world,” Dr. Kis- 
singer said. Juan Carlos, 57. 
“has huge merit in avoiding 
'civil war in Spain-, in the 
‘ twinging about of democra- 
cy.^., and in maintaining tbe 
(jletbocratic guarantee ui a 
very complicated situation, ’’ 
Dr. Kissinger told reported 
after jury deliberations. 
There was no explanation 
why the group had waited so 
long, before recognising the 
Spanish monarch, who 
assumed the throne- in 
November 1975, two days af- 
ter the death of military 
strongman Francisco Franco. 
Spain held democratic par- 
hamentaxy ejections two years 
later and amxoved a new 
constitution in 1978. 
The annual FefixHoupbonet- 
Boiguy - Prize, named after 
die first president of Ivory 
Coast, who died in December 
1993, was created by the Un- 
ited Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Ora? 
nisation in 1989 and first 
awarded m 1991. Often cal- 
led the “Little Nobel” lo- 
calise it is given out several 
months before the more pre^ 
stigious Nobel Peace: Prizgi 
the- UNESCO award of 
800,000 francs (about 
$150,000) recognises indi : 
victuals or groups for tbejr 
contribution to peace. ' 

Eagleburger 
gets honorary 
knighthood ' 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Former U.S. Secretary. Qf 
State Lawrence Eagleburgqj; 
was awarded' an honorary 
knighthood by the British 
crown [Tuesday for services to 
diplomacy 'arid the Atlantic 
alliance. Sir Robin Renwick, 
the British ambassador to the 
United States, made the pier 
sentation on. behalf of Queen 
' Elizabeth II at a- Washington 
dinner whose gnests include 
former- UJS.- Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Chairman Colin Powell, 
former secretary of state and 
NATO mifitaiy chief Alexan- 
der Haig and other dignitar- 
ies. Mr. Eagleburger was 
assistant secretary for Euro- 
pean affairs, undersecretary 
for political affairs and depu- 
ty secretary of state before 
being named as tire top U.S! 
diplomat , at the end of the 
administration of President 
George Bush. 

Brussels city 
councillor • 
rebuked 
JorJtazi salute 

BRUSSELS (R) — The 
mayor of Brussels has sharply 
reprimanded a member of a 
Belgian extreme right-wing- 
party for giving a Nazi salute 
at a council meeting arid 
making racist remarks, ab 
aide to the mayor said. ’The- 
mayor suspended the counCd 
meeting and demanded that 
die withdraw the fascist sa- 
lute and her racist com- 
ments,” Claude Paefinck told 
Reuters. “This was an un- 
acceptable gesture for a- 
member of tbe city council of 
Brussels, which is seen as the 
capital of. Europe,” Mr: 
Pactinck added of the incK 
dent. Brussels bosses many 
major European institutions; 
including the European Com-' 
mission and the headquarters 
of NATO. " ; ■ ’ 

U.S. study finds 
moms spank from 
reason, not 
emotion 

CHICAGO (R) -r- Mothers 
most often spank their chil- 
dren not out of rage but 
because they think it’s- right 
for the child, according to.? 
U.S. study published 'Mon- 
day. Researchers at the UnK 
versity of North Carolina and 
the Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in the Bronx, -a 
borough of New York City; 
said they based their findings 
. on a survey of more than 200- 
mothers of children aged four 
and under. Seveirty-four per 
ceritof tire mothers Tretierai 
that(here are times when 
Jppfopriate to spank acMd” 
between the ages of one and 
three, although oiily *19 per 
cent said that erf children 
under the age of. one. 
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